
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
State of California 
The Natural Resources Agency 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

 

PROJECT TITLE Tuscan Buttes Communication Site Improvement 

PROJECT LOCATION 
Private land located on Tuscan Buttes 13 miles east of Red Bluff and 

just south of State Highway 36E. The legal location of the project site 

is T28N, R2W Section 21, MDBM. 

COUNTY Tehama 

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 

CONTACT 

ADDRESS 

Dawn Pedersen, Unit Forester, Tehama-Glenn Unit 

604 Antelope Blvd. 

Red Bluff, CA  96080 

PHONE (530) 528-5106 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The Tehama-Glenn Unit of CAL FIRE is proposing a project to improve the security of existing state and privately-owned safety 

infrastructure and to conduct necessary maintenance to the Tuscan Buttes access road. Tuscan Buttes is located 13 miles east of 

the city of Red Bluff and just south of State Highway 36E, settled in the eastern Sacramento Valley foothills. Atop Tuscan Buttes 

is the Tuscan Buttes repeater that is accessed by a 0.86-mile road extending from the Tuscan Springs Road. Elevations in the 

project area range from 1440 to 1868 feet. There are two categories of treatments involved in this project. Security improvement 

treatments will include the installation of a gate approximately 250 feet north of the intersection of Tuscan Springs Road and the 

Tuscan Buttes access road. A “No Turnaround” sign will be placed at this intersection as well. A masticator will be utilized in 

conjunction with manual treatment to remove brush and oak trees 3 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) and smaller along 

the Tuscan Buttes access road. The treatment zone will vary dependent on slope but will conform to a width of 50-75 feet. Hand 

crews will limb all oak trees over 3 inches DBH to a height of 8 feet and will limb to a height of 12 feet along the access road 

with a pole saw to allow easier access for large equipment. Dead/dying trees and trees with a poor live crown ration may also be 

removed. All vegetation removed will be piled and burned or chipped onsite. The second category of this project is maintenance 

to the access road and will include the reinstallation of all the inboard ditches and cleaning the inlets and outlets of culverts. 

Existing culverts will be assessed and replaced as deemed necessary. Future road maintenance will include reestablishing the 

gravel base to the access road as well as reshaping the access road prism. 

EXEMPTION STATUS 

 Categorical Exemption Type and Section: Class 4 § 15304(i)– Minor alterations to Land 

 Statutory Exemption (state code section):       

 Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268) 

 Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

 Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

This project fits under portions of  Class 4 § 15304(i)– Minor alterations to Land 

Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a notice of exemption for 

this project. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and 

forestland or timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse gas 

emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population 

and housing, public services, recreation, transportation or traffic, utilities and service systems, or to wildfire. Documentation of 

the environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at CAL FIRE’s Tehama-Glenn Unit Headquarters.  

                                                    

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING  

 

 

          John Melvin, Assistant Deputy Director            Date 

          Resource Protection and Improvement    
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