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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Concow Pyrodiversity Project
	Lead Agency: Butte County Resource Conservation District
	Contact Name: Wolfgang Rougle
	Email: wolfy@bcrcd.org
	Phone Number: 5306933173
	Project Location: Concow (25 mile NE of Oroville)                                                                Butte
	Project Description: The project site is located north of the community of Concow, about 25 miles north from the City of Oroville, CA and 25 miles east from the City of Chico, CA.  It is on land owned by Sierra Pacific Industries and other private partners, including portions of Mount Diablo Meridian, Township 23 N., Range 04 E., Sections 24-27; and T. 23 N., R. 05 E., Section 30. APNS for which resources and impacts of the proposed project were analyzed are: 058-110-018-000, 058-110-011-000, 058-110-012-000, 058-110-015-000, 058-120-001-000, 058-120-013-000, 058-120-011-000, and 058-070-001-000. The site is not on any of the lists enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the Government Code regarding hazardous waste facilities.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project is a 1,174-acre fuels reduction and ecological enhancement effort situated within the Flea Valley (North Fork Feather River) and Concow Creek (West Branch Feather River) watersheds. Project activities would consist of pile burning, broadcast burning, manual fuels reduction, some incidental roads maintenance, mechanical fuels reduction, and prescribed grazing. The latter two activities would be restricted to slopes less than 50%. 
	Project's Effects: 1.) Biological resources: Most wildlife are able to escape fire but wildlife and young could be killed by fire if it takes place in the nesting/denning season; additionally, wildlife could be killed if nesting/denning trees are manually or mechanically felled during the nesting/denning season. This could be a potentially significant impact of the project. Therefore, Mitigation Measures BIO-2b, BIO-2g, and (in the unlikely event the first 2 cannot be implemented), MM-BIO-2c provide a path to minimize effects on wildlife.
2.) Cultural resources, including Tribal Cultural Resources: The project area has been comprehensively surveyed for cultural reasources, but as-yet-unknown unique archaeological resources or subsurface historical resources could be discovered during ground-disturbing activities and be inadvertently damaged or destroyed, if they are present in the treatment areas and affected. If this occurred, it could be a potentially significant impact. To mitigate this potential impact, Mitigation Measure CUL-1 was developed, providing a clear framework for how to stop all ground-disturbing activity near the discovery and consult with a qualified archaeologist before proceeding.
3.) Greenhouse gas: Meaningfully scaling up prescribed fire could cause a slight increase in California's GHG emissions, compared to the late-20th-century baseline, when considered in a statewide context of cumulative effects. Therefore, Mitigation Measure GHG-2 has been added and it lists a variety of ways prescribed fires can be designed to emit less carbon, while still consuming enough fuels to meet objectives.
	Areas of Controversy: None known
	List of Agencies: We think CDFW (region 1) is a responsible agency as there are some CESA-listed species, CESA candidate species, and Fully Protected species known to exist in the project area or with suitable habitat in the project area. These species will be protected with a variety of proposed buffers, limited operating periods, and other measures.

We also think the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (region 5) would be a trustee agency as the project area contains some waters of California. We propose to protect these waters with WLPZs and other measures.


