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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

To: State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812 

From: City of Pittsburg, Planning Division 
65 Civic Avenue 
Pittsburg, CA 94565 

To: Interested Parties; 
Responsible & Trustee 
Agencies 

  

 
Subject:    Revised Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the  
                  H Cycle Pittsburg Renewable Hydrogen Project 
 

On April 7, 2023, the City of Pittsburg (City), as lead agency under the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the H Cycle Pittsburg Renewable Hydrogen Project, in accordance with Section 15082 
of the State CEQA Guidelines (SCH Number 2023040173). As indicated in the NOP, HC (Contra 
Costa), LLC, is proposing to construct and operate a renewable hydrogen facility in the City of 
Pittsburg that would use sorted waste materials as feedstock in a non-combustion thermal 
conversion process (Project). The NOP response period ended on May 10, 2023, and a Scoping 
Summary was prepared (Attachment 1). 

Since issuing the NOP, HC (Contra Costa), LLC, has selected an alternative Project Site/Study 
Area for the proposed Project (Attachment 2). This revised NOP will provide sufficient information 
related to the new Project Study Area and restart a 30-day public scoping period with the new 
Project information. The purpose of this revised NOP is to inform all responsible and trustee 
agencies that an EIR will be prepared and provide agencies with sufficient information describing 
both the Project and its potential environmental effects to enable the agencies to make a 
meaningful response as to the scope and content of the information to be included in the EIR. 
The City is also soliciting comments on the scope of the EIR from any interested persons. 

Project Title: H Cycle Pittsburg Renewable Hydrogen Project 
 

Project Applicant: 
HC (Contra Costa), LLC, 1320 Willow 
Pass Rd., Suite 600, Concord CA 94520 

 
 

 
Date: September 14, 2023  Signature:  

   Title: Associate Planner 

   Telephone: (925) 252-6987 

   Email: ahodgkin@pittsburgca.gov 
 

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14 (California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375  
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PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING AND COMMENT SUBMITTAL 
Two scoping meetings, open to the public, agencies, and stakeholders, will be held to receive 
public comments and suggestions on the project. At these meetings, staff will give a brief 
presentation of the EIR process and will take public comment on the proposed EIR. The scoping 
meetings will be open to the public and held at the following locations: 

A Zoom scoping meeting will be held: 

Date: Wednesday, October 11, 2023 
Time: 10:00 AM 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87126735445?pwd=eVdpa1R0WGtmSXpkUTli

a0pya3RwUT09 
Meeting ID: 871 2673 5445 
Passcode: 510303 

An in-person scoping meeting will be held: 

Date: Thursday, October 12, 2023 
Time: 6:00 PM 
Location: Pittsburg City Hall, 1st Floor Conference Room, 

65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg, California 94565 

The purpose of the EIR is to provide information about potential significant environmental impacts 
of the H Cycle Pittsburg Renewable Hydrogen Project, to identify possible ways to minimize those 
significant impacts, and to describe and analyze possible alternatives to the proposed project if 
potential significant impacts are identified. Preparation of an NOP or EIR does not indicate a 
decision by the City to approve or disapprove the project. However, prior to making any such 
decision, the City Council must review and consider the information contained in the EIR.  

Written comments on the scope of the EIR are encouraged. Please submit comments 
by 5:00 PM on October 16, 2023. Written comments should be sent to Alison Hodgkin, 
Associate Planner, at 65 Civic Avenue, Pittsburg, California 94565, or via 
email at ahodgkin@pittsburgca.gov, or via fax at (925) 252-4814. The NOP is also 
available on-line at Public Environmental Reviews | City of Pittsburg (pittsburgca.gov). 

Questions concerning the environmental review of the proposed project should be directed to 
Alison Hodgkin at ahodgkin@pittsburgca.gov. To be considered during preparation of the EIR, 
comments must be received in writing by the deadline identified above. 

PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING 

The proposed project site is located at 901 Loveridge Road, 0.9 miles northeast of the intersection 
of Pittsburg-Antioch Highway and Loveridge Road (See Figure 1). The project site, with laydown 
and staging yard, would be up to 20 acres of the approximately 24-acre Study Area, a subset of 
an approximately 246-acre parcel (APN: 073-220-049) zoned for General Industrial (IG) use and 
classified as Industrial in the City of Pittsburg’s 2020 General Plan (See Figures 2 and 3). Primary 
access for the project site would be located off Arcy Lane. The Study Area is mostly vacant with 
some residual pieces of industrial equipment, a few railroad spurs, five buildings that account for 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87126735445?pwd=eVdpa1R0WGtmSXpkUTlia0pya3RwUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87126735445?pwd=eVdpa1R0WGtmSXpkUTlia0pya3RwUT09
https://www.pittsburgca.gov/services/community-development/planning/public-reviews
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less than one acre, and includes exterior and interior access roads that would be improved and 
maintained for the project. There is an existing industrial tenant using one building in the Study 
Area that could require relocation elsewhere within the Corteva industrial park. Permanent usage 
of the proposed renewable hydrogen facility would be approximately 12 acres of the 24-acre 
Study Area (See Figure 4). The Study Area is currently graded and covered with an array of 
graveled ground, disturbed dirt, and concrete slabs that are primarily used for parking and 
storage.  

The land use surrounding the project site is primarily industrial, including Calpine’s Delta Energy 
Center (south), the Delta Diablo wastewater treatment facility (south), and Corteva Agriscience’s 
manufacturing facility (west), of which the Study Area is a subset of the same 246-acre parcel 
(APN: 073-220-049). The project site and industrial facilities are all located within a contiguous 
993-acre area zoned for General Industrial (IG) use in the City of Pittsburg. Several transportation 
facilities are also in the surrounding area, including the Burlington Northern & Santa Fe (BNSF) 
railroad (south), Pittsburg-Antioch Highway (south), Union Pacific Railroad (south), and State 
Route 4 (south). New York Slough is north of the project site. The nearest residences are south 
of State Route 4 approximately 0.9 miles southwest of the project site.  
 
PROJECT COMPONENTS 

The proposed project includes construction and operation of a renewable hydrogen facility that 
would use waste organic materials as feedstock in a non-combustion thermal conversion process. 

Construction 

Project construction would commence with site preparation activities, including demolition and 
removal of existing structures and site clearing. Demolition material would be recycled or disposed 
of at approved facilities. Once the project site has been cleared, concrete foundations would be 
installed to support the buildings and equipment. Building materials and equipment modules 
would be delivered by truck and installed using cranes. Plant modules and systems would be 
connected, tested and commissioned. Construction is anticipated to last 18 to 24 months and 
involve 150 to 225 on-site union workers and staff. Construction laydown and staging are 
anticipated to be included within the Study Area. For interconnection to electricity, natural gas, 
water supply and wastewater sewer services, utility improvements may be completed by PG&E, 
Delta Diablo, Contra Costa Water District or other utility providers. 

Operation 

The proposed project would involve operation of a facility to convert sorted municipal solid waste 
(MSW) materials that are organic-rich from waste suppliers to low-carbon, renewable hydrogen. 
The renewable hydrogen produced by the facility is expected to be used in the production of 
conventional and renewable fuels and for direct use in hydrogen-fuel cell vehicles, particularly 
heavy-duty trucks and buses. 

Facility 

The proposed facility would be comprised of an approximately 8,000-square foot office and control 
building; two outdoor storage silos (approximately 4,000 square feet each); a 13,600-square foot 
substation yard with electrical switch gear; 3,500 feet of security fencing with restricted gate 
access; and 110,000 square feet of primary and emergency access roads (See Figure 5). The 
maximum structure height is not expected to exceed 100 feet. 
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Site Access 

H Cycle would join a maintenance agreement for access rights to existing facilities and roads that 
are currently controlled by Corteva and Delta Diablo. Primary access would be via Arcy Lane and 
include an access agreement to the portion of the road owned by Delta Diablo. The existing 
Corteva gate-controlled access point at the northern end of Arcy Lane would be the main entrance 
into the project site. Secondary and emergency access would be from the western side of the 
project site, along Pittsburg Waterfront Road, or from the northern side of the project site, along 
E 3rd Street. 

Truck Trips 

Waste feedstock delivery to the proposed facility and return of rejected feedstock would require 
an average of approximately 23 truck roundtrips per day. Peak volumes may require up to 
approximately 44 truck roundtrips per day, depending on delivered volumes and whether delivery 
trucks can be used to backhaul rejected feedstock. The facility is planned to operate 24/7, 
however, most trucks will enter the facility between 6:00am to 10:00pm Monday to Saturday. 

The proposed facility would produce renewable hydrogen and non-hazardous vitrified slag 
byproduct. Hydrogen produced by the proposed facility would be transported in tube trailers and 
would require up to approximately 30 truck roundtrips per day. Non-hazardous, vitrified slag 
byproduct could potentially be repurposed for beneficial use as a roadbed or concrete aggregate, 
or alternatively, the slag byproduct could be disposed in a landfill. Supplemental supply and 
disposal truck traffic, including to transport slag byproduct, would require up to approximately 10 
truck roundtrips per day. 

Hours of Operation 

The proposed facility would operate 24 hours each day, seven days per week. 

REQUIRED APPROVALS 

The proposed project would require the following approvals from the City of Pittsburg:  

• Approval of a Conditional Use Permit 
• Design Review Approval 
• Approval of a Solid Waste Facility Permit 

In addition to the City’s approvals, subsequent air quality permit approval from the Bay Area Air 
Quality Management District (BAAQMD), Contra Costa Fire Protection District, CalRecycle, 
California Department of Transportation, California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and 
Contra Costa Department of Health Services would be required. 

EIR SCOPE 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15161, the EIR will focus primarily on the changes 
in the environment that could result from the development of the proposed project and will 
examine all phases of the proposed project including planning, construction, and operation.  
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The City of Pittsburg has completed an initial review of the project and has determined the 
following topics will be discussed in the EIR to identify the probable environmental effects of the 
project: 
 

• Aesthetics: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to result in 
significant adverse effects on the existing visual character of the project site and 
surrounding areas.  
 

• Agriculture and Forestry Resources: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed 
project to result in significant adverse effects on agriculture, farmland, and forest resources, 
including timberland. 
 

• Air Quality: The EIR will describe potential dust, odor, construction and operational project 
air emissions, resulting from the proposed project including potential for conflict with existing 
air quality plans, standards, and requirements; potential significant increases in criteria 
pollutants; and potential significant impacts on sensitive receptors. 
 

• Biological Resources: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to 
result in significant impacts on biological resources, including potential impacts on special 
status species and sensitive habitats; potential interference with wildlife migration; and 
potential conflicts with biological resource protection plans and policies. The EIR will also 
analyze the potential for the proposed project to result in impacts to jurisdictional wetlands 
onsite, if any. 
 

• Cultural Resources: The EIR will describe and evaluate the potential of the proposed 
project to result in any impacts to sensitive cultural and archeological resources that may 
be present on the project site. 
 

• Energy: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to result in wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources.  The EIR will also include 
evaluation of the proposed project in light of statewide, regional and local renewable 
energy and energy efficiency goals and programs.  
 

• Geology and Soils: The EIR will describe the potential geologic hazards relevant to the 
proposed project due to seismic shaking, seismic related ground instability, landslides, soil 
erosion, expansive soils, and unstable geology. 
 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project 
to result in impacts related to project greenhouse gas emissions and the potential for 
conflict with greenhouse gas emission control plans and policies following State and 
regional agency guidance. Specifically, the EIR will evaluate the proposed project’s 
compliance with BAAQMD, California Air Resources Board (CARB) and CalRecycle plans 
and policies. 
 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials: Existing regulations and standards will likely limit the 
potential for impacts from project hazards and hazardous materials. The EIR will evaluate 
whether there exists any evidence of a past release of hazardous materials on the project 
site that could create a significant hazard to the public or environment. In addition, the EIR 
will evaluate whether emissions from the proposed project could have a significant impact 
on sensitive receptors located near the project site. 
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• Hydrology and Water Quality: The EIR will evaluate whether the proposed project would: 
violate any water quality standards or otherwise substantially degrade surface or 
groundwater quality; substantially decrease groundwater supplies or substantially 
interfere with groundwater recharge; result in substantial erosion or changes in runoff 
patterns or volume; or conflict with any water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan. The EIR will also evaluate impacts to drainage from the 
proposed project that could result in localized inundation and a potential release of 
pollutants. 
 

• Land Use and Planning: The EIR will analyze whether the proposed project could cause 
a significant environmental impact due to conflict with any land use plan, policy or 
regulation. 
 

• Mineral Resources: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to result 
in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource or locally important mineral resource 
recovery sites. 
 

• Noise: The EIR will describe the potential of the proposed project to result in vibration and 
noise impacts on nearby sensitive uses as a result of construction and long-term operation 
(traffic, mechanical systems, etc.). The EIR will also describe any related mitigation needs 
to achieve compliance with applicable noise standards. 
 

• Population and Housing: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to 
result in significant impacts on population and housing due to growth in the area as a result 
of job creation. 
 

• Public Services: The EIR will analyze the potential of the proposed project to result in 
significant impacts to public services including police, fire, and emergency services.  
 

• Recreation: The EIR will analyze the potential of the proposed project to result in 
significant impacts on recreational facilities due to job creation and/or population growth. 
 

• Transportation: The EIR will describe the transportation and circulation impacts of the 
proposed project and evaluate the potential for significant impacts. This section of the EIR 
will include estimates of the proposed project’s vehicle trips, network impacts, evaluation 
of multi-modal accessibility, and vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in accordance with senate 
bill (SB) 743.  
 

• Tribal Cultural Resources: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to 
result in any impacts to sensitive cultural resources in the project vicinity, if present. 
 

• Utilities and Service Systems: The EIR will identify the proposed project’s infrastructure 
demands, including increased water demands, wastewater disposal, and management of 
solid waste, along with physical changes to the environment that would result from those 
demands and will evaluate the related potential for significant environmental impacts. 
 

• Wildfire: The EIR will evaluate the potential of the proposed project to expose people or 
structures to significant risks from wildfire. 
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Statutorily Required Sections 
 
The Statutorily Required Sections chapter of the EIR will summarize potentially significant, 
unavoidable, significant irreversible, growth-inducing, and cumulative impacts. CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15130 requires that an EIR discuss the cumulative and long-term effects of the proposed 
project that would adversely affect the environment. “Cumulative impacts” are defined as “two or 
more individual effects which, when considered together, are considerable or which compound or 
increase other environmental impacts” (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15355). “Individual effects may 
be changes resulting from a single project or a number of separate projects” (CEQA Guidelines, 
Section 15355, subd. [a]). “The cumulative impact from several projects is the change in the 
environment which results from the incremental impact of the project when added to other closely 
related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects. Cumulative impacts 
can result from individually minor but collectively significant projects taking place over a period of 
time” (CEQA Guidelines, Section 15355, subd. [b]).  
 
Alternatives to the Proposed Project 
 
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15126(a), the EIR will include an Alternatives 
analysis. The alternatives chapter will evaluate, at a minimum, three alternatives, including the 
no-project-alternative option.  Alternatives will be selected when more information related to the 
proposed project’s impacts is available so the alternatives can be designed to reduce significant 
project impacts. Additional alternatives might be developed during preparation of the EIR to 
respond to identified significant impacts. The Alternatives chapter will describe the alternatives 
and identify the environmentally superior alternative. The alternatives will be analyzed at a level 
of detail less than that of the proposed project; however, the analyses will include sufficient detail 
to allow a meaningful comparison of the impacts. The Alternatives chapter will also include a 
section of alternatives considered but dismissed. A matrix comparing the impacts of the proposed 
project to the three alternatives will also be included.
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Figure 1 – Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2 – Project Location and Surrounding Land Uses 
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Figure 3 – Project Site Boundary 
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Figure 4 – Project Site Plan 
  

 
  *The Project Site Plan above shows one possible facility layout that is under consideration for 

siting within the defined Study Area. 
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Figure 5 – Project Site Plan Detail 
           

           
           

   

 

*Please Note: Facility Designs and Numerical Estimates included above are approximations. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

SCOPING SUMMARY 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE H CYCLE 

PITTSBURG RENEWABLE HYDROGEN PROJECT (SCH Number 2023040173) 

In accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15082, a Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) for the H Cycle Pittsburg Renewable Hydrogen Project (Project) was circulated to the 
public, local, State and federal agencies, and other known interested parties for a 30-day public and 
agency review period from April 10, 2023, to May 10, 2023. The purpose of the NOP was to provide 
notification that an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project was being prepared and to solicit 
public input on the scope and content of the document. 

In addition, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, the City held an NOP in-person scoping meeting 
at 6:00 PM on April 18, 2023, at City Hall located at 65 Civic Avenue in Pittsburg and held an online 
scoping meeting using Zoom at 11:00 AM on April 19, 2023, for the purpose of receiving comments on 
the scope of the environmental analysis to be prepared for the Project. Agencies and members of the 
public were invited to attend and provide input on the scope of the EIR. All comments have been taken 
into consideration during preparation of the EIR. A summary of the NOP comments received is below.  

COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION (SCH Number 2023040173) 

During the NOP public review period, the City received the following comments: 

Three email responses received during the NOP public review period were authored by:  
1. COMCAST – Eli Wright 
2. Department of Toxic Substances Control – Dave Kereazis  
3. Federal Aviation Administration – Christopher D. Jones 

Two comment letters received during the NOP public review period were authored by: 
1. Delta Diablo – Sean Williams 
2. Sierra Club San Francisco – Paul Seger 

Three verbal comments received during the online scoping meeting on April 19, 2023, were received by: 
1. Bay Area Air Quality Management District – Barry Young  
2. Bay Area Air Quality Management District – Brenda Cabral  
3. Delta Diablo – Sean Williams 

The following list, categorized by issue, summarizes the comments received on the scope of the EIR:  
• The Hydrogen production process; 
• Feedstocks used in the production of hydrogen; 
• Maximum height of the production facility; 
• Potential health impacts to nearby residences and disadvantaged communities; 
• Transportation associated with Project operations; 
• Air emissions associated with the Project; 
• Safety of hydrogen production and transportation; 
• Electrolysis of water to produce hydrogen; 
• Odor associated with the Project; 
• Fractions of the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW);  
• Waste streams and methods of separation; and 
• Water waste discharge.  

These topics will be included and analyzed in the Project EIR. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

REVISED PROJECT STUDY AREA MAP 


	PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING AND COMMENT SUBMITTAL
	The land use surrounding the project site is primarily industrial, including Calpine’s Delta Energy Center (south), the Delta Diablo wastewater treatment facility (south), and Corteva Agriscience’s manufacturing facility (west), of which the Study Are...

