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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Thermal/Oasis Active Transportation Project
	Lead Agency: County of Riverside Transportation Department
	Contact Name: Don Copeland
	Email: dcopelan@rivco.org
	Phone Number: 951-955-6759
	Project Location: Community of Thermal and Oasis, Riverside County
	Project Description: The County of Riverside Transportation Department (CEQA Lead Agency) proposes to construct approximately 14 miles of multi-use trail and sidewalk infrastructure in the communities of Thermal and Oasis in the eastern Coachella Valley, Riverside County. The project area is also within tribal land of the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians. The general route runs along 66th Avenue, Pierce Street, 74th Avenue and Harrison Street. The proposed trail is a paved 10foot-wide asphalt path situated primarily within road right of way with a minimum 5-foot buffer from the adjacent travel lanes. Sidewalks would be constructed to supplement the multi-modal trail on Middleton Street and the portion of 66th Avenue between Harrison Street and Tyler Street. The proposed concrete sidewalk will be 6-feet-wide. Depending on the location along the trail, culvert extensions, low water crossings, or a bridge are considered where the trail crosses waterways. Additional features include drainage improvements, utility relocation(s), and right of way acquisition, including partial acquisitions and temporary construction easements. 

	Project's Effects: Based on study findings in the MND, the County of Riverside has determined that the proposed project will not have a significant effect on the environment because potential effects would be mitigated to a less than significant level through the incorporation of the mitigation measures. Potentially significant impacts for which mitigation measures were incorporated include Biological Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources. 

The mitigation measure for Biological Resources includes a requirement of compensatory mitigation for impacts jurisdictional waters. Compensation can be a combination of enhancement, restoration, and/or rehabilitation. Compensation can also occur through the purchase of credits through a local in-lieu fee program or other agency-approved mitigation provider of federal and state jurisdictional water resources. Final mitigation ratios and mitigation types will be determined during the permitting process.

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Mitigation measures for Tribal Cultural Resources include tribal notification of the construction schedule and coordination so that the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians have the opportunity to schedule and provide a Tribal monitor to observe grading activities within the areas identified by the Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Cultural Committee as sensitive for subsurface indigenous resources
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: California Department of Transportation and Bureau of Indian Affairs


