
COUNTY CLERK'S USE LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER CITY CLERK'S USE 
111 N. HOPE STREET, ROOM 1044 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
(City CEQA Guidelines) 

Submission of this form is optional.  The form shall be filed with the County Clerk, pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b).  Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21168(d), the filing of 
this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on Court challenges to the approval of the project.  Failure to file the notice results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days.

LEAD CITY AGENCY AND ADDRESS:  

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) 
111 N. Hope Street, Room 1044 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 

N/A 

PROJECT TITLE 

Los Angeles Aqueduct System and Owens Lake Flood Preparation & Emergency Response - March 
2023 

LOG REFERENCE 
N/A 

PROJECT LOCATION 
Los Angeles Aqueduct facilities located within Mono and Inyo Counties. Please see attached maps. 

DESCRIPTION OF NATURE, PURPOSE, AND BENEFICIARIES OF PROJECT: 
The winter months of 2022/2023 have the potential to set the record for the largest snowpack in the eastern Sierra since the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) began record-keeping in 1926. As of March 8, 2023, snowfall in the Eastern Sierra 
is approximately 243% of normal. The atmospheric river systems that have inundated California established conditions that will result in 
severe flooding and will place the safety of the public, property, infrastructure, and the environment in extreme risk. 

LADWP must take emergency action to armor and repair target Los Angeles Aqueduct (LAA) facilities between the Long Valley 
Reservoir and Rose Valley from floodwater impacts; clean, repair and rebuild water conveyance and delivery facilities to be free of 
debris; increase water flows in certain controlled waterways throughout the LAA system; and construct flood control projects throughout 
the LAA system to mitigate potential harm. Additionally, LADWP will be seeking outside construction and professional services to 
supplement flood damage minimization efforts, as well as to offset the indirect impacts to resource availability (i.e. labor, equipment, 
and materials) resulting from the emergency response along the entire LAA, including Owens Lake. 

LADWP must take immediate steps, including constructing infrastructure and temporary flood controls (e.g. sand bags, securing 
irrigation lines) at and near Owens Lake (OL), to manage the flow of water onto the OL playa in a manner that avoids additional air 
quality problems at the shoreline of the lakebed and is most protective of existing dust mitigation infrastructure. Monitoring equipment 
(i.e. staff gauges, cameras, and water depth sensors) will be temporarily installed in and around the OL Brine Pool, with minimal ground 
disturbance (small holes for posts) to the playa. LADWP must also take subsequent steps to repair, replace and remediate damaged 
dust mitigation measures at the OL in an expedited manner that incorporates flooding resiliency components to address subsequent 
flooding. These immediate and prospective measures will be done to fulfill the City's dust mitigation commitments on OL.  

CONTACT PERSON 
Marshall Styers 

 AREA CODE   |  TELEPHONE NUMBER | EXT. 
       213                    367-3541 

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check One) 
CITY CEQA STATE CEQA 
GUIDELINES GUIDELINES 

     MINISTERIAL Art. II, Sec. 2b Sec. 15268 
 x  DECLARED EMERGENCY    Art. II, Sec. 2a(1)  Sec. 15269 

 EMERGENCY PROJECT Art. II, Sec. 2a(2) & (3) Sec. 15071(b) & (c) 
 GENERAL EXEMPTION Art. II, Sec. 1 Sec. 15060 
 CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION Art. III, Sec. 1 Sec. 15300 

 x    OTHER See Public Resources Code Sec. 21080(b)4 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:  
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), it has been determined that the expedited purchasing resolution 
and the activities authorized thereunder are exempt pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080(b)(4) and CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15269(c) as specific actions necessary to prevent or mitigate an emergency.  (See also CalBeach Advocates v. City of Solana 
Beach (2002) 103 Cal.App.4th 529.) 

In addition, the proposed work is Statutorily Exempt from CEQA review pursuant to section 15269 Emergency Projects. Section 
15269(a) states that Projects to maintain, repair, restore, demolish, or replace property or facilities damaged or destroyed as a result of 
a disaster in a disaster-stricken area in which a state of emergency has been proclaimed by the Governor pursuant to the California 
Emergency Services Act, commencing with Section 8550 of the Government Code. This includes projects that will remove, destroy, or 
significantly alter an historical resource when that resource represents an imminent threat to the public of bodily harm or of damage to 
adjacent property or when the project has received a determination by the State Office of Historic Preservation pursuant to Section 
5028(b) of Public Resources Code. A State of Emergency was declared on March 1st and 8th, 2023 in response to severe winter storms 
to thirty-four counties. The proposed work meets the requirements of this exemption; therefore, no further CEQA review is required. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT OF EXEMPTION FINDING 

SIGNATURE  

   Jane Hauptman 

TITLE:  
Manager of Environmental Planning and Assessment 

DATE 
  3/15/202 

FEE: N/a RECEIPT NO. REC'D BY DATE 
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Miles Runoff Inundation Emergency Response 

03/12/2023 

Brine Pool Extent (Modeled)
3554.1'   (03/12/2023)

Toe of Berm Inundation
3555

Spillway Inundation
3555.6

Toe of Berm Elev (2019 Tetra Tech LiDAR)
! 3555.0 - 3556.2
! 3556.3 - 3556.9
! 3557.0 - 3557.5
! 3557.6 - 3558.1
! 3558.2 - 3558.6
! 3558.7 - 3559.3
! 3559.4 - 3560.0
! 3560.1 - 3560.8
! 3560.9 - 3561.6
! 3561.7 - 3563.6
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Note: Contours generated based on 
      2019 Tetra Tech LiDAR Brine Pool Extent (Modeled)

Feature Inundation (Toe of Berm / Spillway)

3554.1' Elev Brine Pool 
3093 (Ac Ft) Volume
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Notes:1. Sand Bags and k-rail will be placed as  necessary around critical infrastructure. Such as LORPS pump station.2. Additional berm armoring may be added as necessary. 




