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Project Description 

The proposed Project area totals 11.8 acres.  The Option 1 helipad flight path area outside the 

Project area entails approximately 6 acres. 

Seneca Healthcare District (SHD; District) proposes to provide for the continuing care of their 

Plumas County and Chester area community through the construction of a new acute-care 

hospital and skilled nursing facility building to replace their existing aged facilities. Primarily 

built in the 1950s and 1970s, SHD’s current hospital buildings present a challenge to continued 

high-quality care in the size, accessibility, and environment of the current facilities. Considering 

the financial implications associated with the potential SB-1953 mandated seismic compliance 

upgrades of the existing buildings, SHD has elected to build new facilities and expand upon the 

current services offered by SHD.  The existing facilities will be repurposed for non-acute care 

uses that have yet to be determined, with preliminary candidate uses including outpatient 

behavioral health or expanded physical therapy.  The existing facilities compared with proposed 

facilities are summarized in Table 1.   

Table 1.   Existing and Proposed Facilities 

Existing Proposed 

▪ 10-bed acute care, no negative 

pressure 

▪ 10-bed acute care, 2 of those with 

isolation capabilities 

▪ 2-bed open-bay emergency room 
▪ 3-bed private emergency room and 

Trauma/procedure room within ED 

▪ 16-bed skilled nursing facility ▪ 26-bed skilled nursing facility 

▪ Imaging including x-ray, CT outside 

hospital in portable building, MRI 

via trailer 

▪ Imaging to include x-ray, CT, 

ultrasound, and MRI via trailer 

▪ Operating room & 2-bed patient 

recovery 

▪ Operating room, procedure room, 

& 3-bed patient recovery 
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Existing Proposed 

 

▪ All spaces right-sized to allow for 

improved workflow, 

updated/improved infrastructure, 

updated medical equipment, and 

ADA accessibility per current code  

The proposed facilities would entail two different building types, all under one roof: an acute-

care replacement hospital (OSHPD-1), and an expanded skilled nursing facility (OSHPD-2). The 

intent of the design is to provide the units as separate building types with differing functions, 

but connected with the required seismic and building separations, so that there is seamless 

flow between each unit, built-in efficiencies for circulation of staff and patients, and shared use 

of spaces. There is also a proposed non-California Department of Health Care Access and 

Information (HCAI) support services building, detached, which would support the entire facility, 

and employee housing. 

In anticipation of potential approval of the proposed Project, SHD has acquired 10 acres of land 

on parcels adjacent to their existing campus (APN 100-110-030) and has completed a lot line 

adjustment. The additional land was purchased from Collins Pine, an adjacent landowner within 

the timber operations industry. SHD plans to use the surrounding forested habitat to provide 

restorative and healing views of this scenery for the residents and patients, and to also 

maintain timber as appropriate in public areas to honor the neighboring industry.  Secondary 

access is anticipated to be provided via the existing clinic’s rear parking lot, through to 

Brentwood Drive.  Alternatively, an easement to provide a secondary access road may be 

granted at the northwest corner of the proposed Project area through the Wildwood Senior 

Community.   The easement would be granted by Plumas County Community Development 

Commission.  

SHD’s goals are to create a facility that will provide improved healthcare services to the 

community for another 70 years or more, continue to support the well-being and security of 

the community, and be able to grow and progress as both healthcare and the community 

advance into the future.  

The region surrounding Chester has recently been previously impacted by forest fires, primarily 

the 2021 Dixie Fire. It is the desire of SHD to create a new facility that responds to the evolving 

requirements of wildland fire safety, allowing staff to continue to provide care to patients 

during emergencies. Further, final design of the Project will integrate access, disaster staging, 

infrastructure resiliency, and fire-resistant building materials.  
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To fund this construction effort, SHD is pursuing US Department of Agriculture (USDA) funding 

as well as other funding sources, including a public bond measure (Measure B, passed in the 

November 8, 2022 election) and philanthropic offerings by the community. USDA funding will 

require compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which will be completed 

as a parallel process.  

The new facility is intended to provide current state-of-the-art healthcare technology in a new, 

clean, modern building. The cumulative square footage of the facilities will total 45,000 square 

feet, plus up to 3,000 square feet of out/support services structures, and up to 10,000 square 

feet of employee housing. The basic functions of the three primary buildings are as follows: 

OSHPD-1 Building/Hospital 

▪ Nursing Services/Med-Surg – 8 semi-private and 2 private/isolation, total 10 beds 

▪ Basic Emergency Services – 3 exam rooms, a trauma room that can be converted to 

2 exam rooms, and 4 low-acuity waiting areas 

▪ Pharmaceutical Services – a drug room for supply and distribution 

▪ Laboratory Services  

▪ Dietary Services – kitchen and dining 

▪ Imaging Services – X-Ray, CT Scanner, Ultrasound, and mobile MRI 

▪ Ambulatory Surgery 

▪ Physical Therapy 

▪ Retail Pharmaceutical (kiosks in entry Mall) 

OSHPD-2 Building/Skilled Nursing Facility 

▪ Skilled Nursing Beds – 24 semi-private and 2 private/isolation, total 26 beds 

▪ Occupational Therapy 

Non-OSHPD Support Services Buildings 

▪ Maintenance, Materials Management, Laundry Services 

▪ Employee Housing 

In addition to the healthcare facilities described above, SHD plans to construct employee 

housing in the southwest corner of the site. The conceptual plan includes construction of up to 

ten (10) 1,000-square-foot residential units that will house up to ten employees of SHD and 

their families. 
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The facility will have onsite a typical staff of 48 at peak hours. An onsite surface parking lot 

containing 102 parking spaces is proposed to serve the needs of the facility, per Plumas County 

(County) code. The proposed use of the property as a skilled nursing facility would be 

complementary to the existing hospital to provide a full spectrum of quality health services for 

Plumas County residents. 

The proposed Project will require the following discretionary decisions by SHD, Plumas County, 

Plumas Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), and the California Department of 

Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE): 

A. Proposed Project: SHD will need to approve the proposed healthcare facilities 

Project, including the acute-care hospital, skilled nursing facility, support buildings, 

employee housing, parking lots, access roads (including a potential easement for 

main entrance and secondary emergency access across the adjacent Wildwood 

retirement home parcel), and related items.  

B. Option 1: Heliport and Flight Path Element: As an optional element of the proposed 

Project, SHD will consider approving construction of a heliport to accommodate 

helicopter ambulance services, including the landing pad, flight path modifications 

(tree removal), and pathways connecting the pad to the medical buildings.  

C. General Plan Amendment/Rezone: Plumas County will need to approve a General 

Plan Amendment and Zone Change to accommodate the proposed Project.    

D. LAFCO Annexation: The proposed Project will require LAFCO annexation of parcels 

100-230-028 & 100-230-029 into Chester Public Utilities District for provision of 

water and sewer services and for fire protection.  Water and sewer for the parcel is 

currently designated to come from County services, and fire protection is currently 

designated to be provided by CAL FIRE. 

E. CAL FIRE: Tree removal on-site is a timberland conversion permit, needing CAL FIRE 

Timber Harvest Plan (THP) approval prior to tree removal permit issuance (see 

Exhibits A3, B).  CAL FIRE’s approval of the THP is subject to their parallel, CEQA-

equivalent process.  Approval for tree removal at the Collins Pine property for the 

Option 1 Helipad and Flightpath Element is anticipated to be a utility right-of-way 

exemption. 

At its discretion, SHD may approve the proposed Project (medical and housing facilities) 

with or without Option 1 (heliport and flight pathway). Option 1 is dependent upon SHD 

approval of the proposed Project, but the proposed Project has independent utility and is 

not dependent upon approval of Option 1. 
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