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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Nikolau Vineyard Conversion Agricultural Erosion Control Plan Section 17 Exemption #P22-00044-ECPA
	Lead Agency: Napa County
	Contact Name: Dana Morrison, Planner III
	Email: dana.morrison@countyofnapa.org
	Phone Number: 707-253-4437
	Project Location: City of Calistoga; Napa County
	Project Description: The proposed project involves clearing of vegetation, earthmoving, & installation & maintenance of erosion control measures associated with the development of approximately 3.4 gross acres of new vineyard (2.5 net acres) within one vineyard block, located on a 60-acre parcel. Per Ordinance No. 1438, Section 17 earthmoving activities associated with an agricultural project of five acres or less on slope of less than 30% can utilize a one-time exemption whereby the project is required to comply with the Conservation Regulation in effect prior to the effective date of Ordinance No. 1438. As such, the project is exempt from the vegetation requirements of Napa County Code (NCC) Section 18.108.020. Trees within the proposed vineyards block were severely impacted by the 2020 Glass fire & a total of 95 trees have been harvested under a Notice of Emergency Timber Operations & the project proposes to removal an additional four trees, if approved. The applicant has identified 2.9 acres of Douglas-fir forest to be designated as a permanent preserve to meet the new GHG thresholds. Existing reservoir & ephemeral drainage will have 35' setbacks, consistent with County Code.
	Project's Effects:  Per Ordinance No. 1438, Section 17 earthmoving activities associated with an agricultural project of five (5) acres or less on slope of less than 30% can utilize a one-time exemption whereby the project is required to comply with the Conservation Regulation in effect prior to the effective date of Ordinance No. 1438. As such, the project is exempt from the vegetation requirements of Napa County Code (NCC) Section 18.108.020. Trees within the proposed vineyards block were severely impacted by the 2020 Glass fire and a Notice of Emergency Timber Operations was granted in August 2021 for the removal of dead and dying trees. A total of 95 trees have been harvested from the project site, the project proposes to removal an additional four (4) trees, if approved. Per new BAAQMD policies in regards to Green House Gas (GHG) emissions, the project is required to result in no net decrease in sequestration capabilities. As such, even though the project is exempt from NCC Section 18.108.020, it will require the preservation of 2.9 acres of comparable woodland to offset the 2.9-acres of Douglas Fir vegetation proposed for removal in order to meet the new air quality CEQA threshold. The applicant has identified 2.9 acres of Douglas-fir forest to be designated as a permanent preserve to meet the new greenhouse gas threshold. An existing pond and ephemeral drainage will have 35' setbacks, consistent with County Conservation Regs. Mitigation measures are proposed to ensure a less than significant impact to western pond turtles and any nesting birds. 
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: CDFW (T)


