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CEQA # 13744 
District Project # 2022-11 

State of California – The Natural Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM: Department of Parks and Recreation 
1400 Tenth Street Bay Area District 
Sacramento, CA 95814 845 Casa Grande Road 

Petaluma, CA 94954 

PROJECT TITLE: Mammoth March Special Event 

LOCATION: China Camp State Park COUNTY: Marin County 

DESCRIPTION OF THE NATURE AND PURPOSE OF PROJECT: Allow access to China Camp State Park 
as part of the Mammoth March special event planned for October 2023. As many as 600 hikers/participants will 
hike at their own pace along an approximately 20-mile route, with part of the proposed route located within 
China Camp State Park. To ensure a remote hiking experience, participants will begin the hike in “wave starts,” 
with small groups starting at approximately 30 second intervals. The hike will begin at the Marin County 
Fairground, making its way through Harry A. Barbieri Memorial Park until they reach the boundary of China 
Camp State Park. Within China Camp State Park, hikers will follow the Ridge Fire Trail to the Oak Ridge Trail, 
then continue north to Shoreline Trail and walk Shoreline Trail for about four miles, traveling around the Back 
Ranch Meadows Campground. From there participants will travel along the Bay View Trail to reconnect to 
Ridge Fire Trail, which they will follow until they reach San Pedro Ridge Fire Road. Hikers will follow San 
Pedro Ridge Fire Road to exit China Camp State Park, once again cross through Harry A. Barbieri Memorial 
Park ending back at the Marin County Fairground. 

Three (3) aid stations are proposed at various locations within China Camp State Park. The first will be located 
along Oak Ridge Trail near the Ranger Station near Bullhead Flat. The second will be located at the Back 
Ranch Meadow Campground and the third will be located at the intersection of Ridge Fire Trail and San Pedro 
Ridge Fire Road. Aid stations will include temporary fixtures such as “pop-up” shade structures and foldable 
tables and chairs. 

The hike will take place on a Saturday; however, set up will begin as early as the Wednesday prior. Set up will 
include the placement of directional signage throughout the course. Signs will either be attached to existing 
infrastructure such as existing trail markers and trees (using zip ties) or placed on sandwich board-type signs. 
Signs will be removed the Sunday following the event. 

PUBLIC AGENCY APPROVING THE PROJECT: California Department of Parks and Recreation 

NAME OF DIVISION OR DISTRICT CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT: Bay Area District 

EXEMPT STATUS: 

 Categorical Exemption Class: 1 & 5 Section: 15301 & 15305 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT: Project consists of the operation or minor alteration of of existing 
public or private structures, facilities or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use 
beyond current levels and consists of minor alterations in land use limitations in areas with an average slope of 
less than 20%, which do not result in any changes in land use or density and is included as “Issuance of 
temporary use permits” in the Department of Parks and Recreations list of exempt activities in accordance with 
CCR § 15300.4. 
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CONTACT: Caitlin Powers PHONE NO.: 707-769-5652 x235 

Bay Area District EMAIL: Caitlin.Powers@parks.ca.gov 
 
 
 

Maria Mowrey, District Superintendent, Bay Area District 
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