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Notice of Determination Appendix D
To: From:
[s] Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: City of Fairfield
" . Address: 1000 Webster Street, 2nd Floor
U.S. Mail: Street Address: Fairfield. CA 94533
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113

Contact; Dave Feinstein
Phone: 707.428.7461

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

[=] County Clerk

County of: Solano Lead Agency (if different from above):
Address: 675 Texas Street, Suite 1900
Fairfield, CA 94533 Address:
Contact:
Phone:

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse): 20 2120 805
Project Title: 2023-2031 Housing Element Project

Project Applicant: City of Fairfield
Project Location (include county):_Fairfield, CA (Solano County )

Project Description:

Please see attached document for project description.

This is to advise that the _Qty of Fairfield has approved the above
((m] Lead Agency or [] Responsible Agency)
described project on 2/7/23 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[] will [H] will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
[H] A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[] were [l were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[] was [H] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[_] was [H] was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [[M were [] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:
Planning Division, 1000 Webster St. 2nd Floor Fairfield, CA and https:/www.fairfieldforward.com/

= —
Signature (Public Agency): /f\} (fe— ~—— Title: Interim Community Developmentg§

Date: 2/8/23 Date Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011




NOD ATTACHMENT 1: PROJECT DESCRIPTION

California Government Code Section 65302(c) mandates that each city include a Housing Element in its
General Plan. The Housing Element is required to identify and analyze existing and project-ed housing
needs and include statements of the city’s goals, policies, quantified objectives and scheduled programs for
preservation, improvement, and development of housing. Each city, in adopting its Housing Element, must
consider economic, environmental, and fiscal factors, as well as community goals as set forth in the
General Plan, in compliance with California Government Code Section 65580 et. seq.

SETTING AND GENERAL PLANNING EFFORTS

The City of Fairfield is located in central Solano County in the Bay Area within the California Coastal
Ranges at the southwestern edge of the Sacramento Valley, just north of the Suisun Bay and salt marsh
(Figure 1). The Planning Area encompasses 278 square miles including the City of Fairfield (approximately
41 square miles) and its Sphere of Influence (SOI) (approximately 11 square miles) which is generally
coterminous with City boundary but includes a handful of areas surrounding the city limits, with the
largest section located in the northeast area of the city limits, adjacent to Travis Air Force Base (Figure 2).

Fairfield’s existing General Plan was adopted in 2002 and is now being reexamined to ensure that it reflects
the City’s goals and priorities for the next 30 years. Fairfield Forward 2050 is the name of the City’s update
of its General Plan. The update process is a collaborative effort between the City and the community to
create a vision and a blueprint for development and investment over the next couple of decades. More
information regarding the General Plan update can be found on the project’s website at
www.fairfieldforward.com.

This project is a General Plan Amendment to update the City of Fairfield (City) Housing Element for the
planning period of 2023-2031 (hereafter, HEU). The proposed HEU is available at the city website,
https://www.fairfieldforward.com/housing-element.

The Fairfield Forward 2050 project could not have a significant effect on the environment and thus a
Negative Declaration was prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
Although implementation of the programs contained in the document would accommodate development
required to meet the City's RHNA allocation, the HEU does not identify, describe, promote, entitle, or
permit any particular residential development project. The act of adopting the updated HEU does not,
therefore, have the potential to result in environmental impacts, either limited or cumulative, affecting
habitat; plant or animal communities; rare, endangered, or threatened species; historic resources; or
human beings.

REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ALLOCATION (RHNA)

Consistent with state law, the HEU provides a plan to accommodate the City’s fair share of affordable
housing known as the Regional Housing Needs Allocation, or RHNA. The RHNA is allocated to each
region of the state by the California Department of Housing and Community Development in consultation
with regional council of governments. Typically, a region’s council of governments prepares the RHNA
methodology for all its member jurisdictions, however, Government Code Section 65584.03 allows for
“..at least two or more cities and a county, or counties, to form a subregional entity for the purpose of
allocation of the subregion’s existing and projected need for housing among its members...” For the 6th



Cycle RHNA, all seven incorporated cities and unincorporated Solano County chose to form a subregional
entity for which they designated the City County Coordinating Council (4Cs) to serve as the
representative body. For the 2023-2031 housing cycle, Solano County has been assigned a RHNA of 10,992
housing units with Fairfield receiving an allocation of 3,069 units at five income levels (Extremely Low,
Very Low, Low, Moderate, and Above Moderate).

HEU PROGRAMS

While current zoning within the City’s specific plan areas permit higher densities (ranging from 8 to 80
dwelling units in the Heart of Fairfield Specific Plan area, and up to 50 dwelling units per acre in the Train
Station Specific Plan area) and some commercial areas with Mixed Commercial zoning permit 32-50
dwelling units per acre, the HEU includes actions to spur infill on smaller lots in these areas and revise
zoning in selected nonresidential zones to allow higher density housing and affirmatively further fair
housing. To affirmatively further fair housing in more moderately-resourced areas, the City will rezone
seven parcels in the Cordelia area and east of Oliver Road, a shown in Figure C-6 of the Housing Element.
These sites currently allow housing conditionally, with the exception of the site near the college, and will
be rezoned to allow housing by right. The remainder of sites utilize Fairfield’s existing land use and zoning
classifications.

Through implementation of the housing programs, potential housing sites were identified in the Sites
Inventory to show the City’s ability to accommodate its RHNA allocation. Specifically, the HEU identifies
that there are sufficient housing sites to accommodate its share of affordable housing through its inventory
of potential housing sites located within vacant and underutilized non-vacant opportunity sites which
promote infill development and are served by adequate infrastructure. The housing sites have been
identified as part of the City’s coordinated planning actions underway for the comprehensive update of the
City’s General Plan, which envisions new development concentrated in the downtown core (the Heart of
Fairfield Specific Plan Area), near the Fairfield Train Station (Train Station Specific Plan area), near the
Fairfield Transportation Center, along key corridors such as North Texas Street, and other infill areas
throughout the City. These areas will contain a mix of uses around major streets with good access to transit
and will include housing, employment, and neighborhood commercial uses.

The HEU demonstrates that through implementation of the housing programs there will be sufficient
housing sites to accommodate the City’s fair share of affordable housing especially along commercial
corridors, in specific plan areas, and infill sites where there are no infrastructure deficiencies. These sites
will allow residential development with expected densities ranging from 15 to 64 dwelling units per acre.
Affordable housing development in these target areas will be enhanced through the City’s actions to create
sustainable revenue streams for affordable housing; in-fill housing and small-lot development incentives;
development of design standards for ‘missing middle’ housing; permitting of sites included in prior cycles
to develop with affordable housing by right; and rezoning to allow higher densities on certain parcels in
areas that are more moderately resourced.




Figure |: Regional Location
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Figure 2: Planning Area
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