
COMBINED PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION, 

NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT, and 
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS, 

for the 

TUOLUMNE BIOMASS LLC BIOMASS UTILIZATION PROJECT 

DECEMBER 20, 2022 

Tuolumne County, Community Development Department 
2 South Green Street 
Sonora, CA, 95370 
209.533.5633 

California Department of Housing and Community Development 
2020 W. El Camino Ave, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95833 
916.263.2297 

Filed 

These notices shall satisfy three separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the County of Tuolumne and California Department of Housing and Community 
Development (HCD). 

To: All interested agencies, organizations, and individuals: 

INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Tuolumne County is the Lead Agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) for the proposed Tuolumne Biomass LLC Biomass Utilization Project (proposed project). 
In compliance with CEQA, Tuolumne County has prepared an Initial Study and Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND). The purpose of an IS/MND is to provide decision makers, public 
agencies, and the general public with an objective and informative document that facilitates a basic 
understanding of the proposed project and fully discloses the potential environmental effects 
associated with the proposed project. The Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project described 
above has determined that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment and, 
therefore, an Environmental Impact Report is not required for the project. The project site is not 
identified on any list enumerated under section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

Project Location: The project site consists of a 17-acre leased property comprising a portion of 
Assessor's Parcel Number 063-070-086 in an agricultural area on 5400 O'Byrnes Ferry Road, east 
of the California Correctional Facility in the community of Jamestown, California. The site is 
within a portion of Section 34, Township I North, Range 13 East, Mount Diab lo Baseline and 
Meridian and within Supervisorial District 5. 

Project Description: The proposed project would utilize woody biomass material from forest 
stewardship projects, including forest restoration and wildfire mitigation activities, to manufacture 
a number of value-added products. The project would also include a combined heat and power 
system, which would use a gasification technology to generate electricity to support project 
activities. Project elements would include an approximately 14-foot wide access road, a 2.5-acre 
log deck yard, a 3-acre outdoor storage/wood drying area, a 42,000-square foot (sf) merchandizing 
line, a 3,200-sf millwright shop, a retention pond, on-site wastewater disposal, a well and water 
storage tank, and a 30,000 sf warehouse building with an adjacent 1,800 sf office. The project 






