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California Department of General Services  
Environmental Review Report for an Exempt Project

From: Stephanie Coleman, Senior Environmental Planner
Phone 916-376-1602
Email: Stephanie.coleman@dgs.ca.gov

Project Name: JCC LA CHP Ronald Reagan Building

Other Public Agency Review/permits required – No

Project Description: JCC project within the Ronald Reagan Building at 300 S. Spring Street -LA. 

Work will demo the approx. 1,700 square foot area by removing the flooring, ceiling, lighting, partitions, doors, casework, shelving, electrical, HVAC registers and ductwork, other ceiling devices, and associated office features.  Work will continue with the construction and installation of new flooring, electrical, HVAC equipment, registers and duct work, exhaust fans, ceiling, lighting, partitions, doors and door access controls, window film and blinds, signage, lockers and bench seating, plumbing to install new sink and instantaneous water heater, cabinets, paint, life and fire protection equipment, audio/visual and communications equipment, communications connections to the 1st and 8th floors, and office furniture/equipment.  

All work is anticipated inside the building. 


Environmental Impact Analysis

	Aesthetics
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is within the Ronald Reagan building and will have no effect on Aesthetics.  




	Agriculture and Forest Resources
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| Yes   |X| No   Would any trees be felled? If yes, discuss protection of nesting birds and compliance with FPRs.
|_| Yes   |X| No   Would the project convert any prime or unique farmland?
|_| Yes   |X| No   Would the project result in the conversion of forest land/timberland to non-forest use?

|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is within the Ronald Reagan building and will have no effect on Agriculture or Forest Resources. 



	Air Quality
|_| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|X| Yes   |_| No   The local Air Quality Management District guidelines for dust abatement and other air quality concerns were reviewed for this project.
|X| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Construction traffic is a temporary impact and does not increase the local air quality emissions.  Emissions will be insignificant because they will be comparable to the current emissions from passenger vehicles on the roads used to access the building   The project will not create a significant impact.  




	Biological Resources
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| Yes   |_| No Will the project potentially effect biological resources?
|_| Yes   |_| No    Was a current NDDB review completed? Results discussed below: 
|_| Yes   |_| No    Was a biological survey of the project area completed? Results discussed below:
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No Biological Resources are impacted as the project is interior to the Ronald Reagan building. 



	Cultural Resources
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| Yes    |X| No    Will the project effect any historic buildings or archaeological site?
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is interior to the Ronald Reagan Building and the building is not historic. No historic or other cultural resources would be impacted from this project. 



	Geology and Soils
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is interior to the Ronald Reagan Building.  No effect on geology and soils. 



	Greenhouse Gas Emissions
|_| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| Yes    |X| No    Would the project generate significant greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions?
|_| Yes    |X| No    Would these GHG emissions result in a significant impact on the environment? Discuss below:
|_| Yes    |X| No    Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? Discuss below:

This project would not generate significant greenhouse gas emissions.  Equipment use will be limited to standard construction equipment and already counted in the local air quality analysis of emissions. 



	Hazards and Hazardous Materials
|_| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|X| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Contractor will follow all local, state, and federal laws and guidelines to prevent any exposure or release of hazardous materials during construction.  With adherence to laws and guidelines there is no impact. 



	Hydrology and Water Quality
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| Yes    |X| No    Will the project potentially affect any watercourse or body of water?
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is interior to the Ronald Reagan Building.  No increase in water use. 





	Land Use and Planning
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

The project would not divide an established community or cause a significant impact with regard to a land use plan, policy, or regulation. No impact would occur.




	Mineral Resources
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No impact would occur to mineral resources. 



	Noise
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Less than significant impact may occur due to construction noise generated by hammers, power drills and saws. 



	Population and Housing
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No impact would occur to population and housing. 



	Public Services
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

No impact would occur to public services. No increase in personal to the building. 



	Recreation
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is interior to the Ronald Reagan Building with no impact to recreation resources. 



	Transportation/Traffic
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Although construction traffic may be increased in the short-term during project implementation, the project does not propose any change to the current transportation routes or a change in the current level of traffic. Impacts will be less than significant.



	Utilities and Service Systems
|X| This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
|_| This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

All work is interior to the Ronald Reagan Building.  No impacts would occur to utilities and service systems.



	Changes Made to Avoid Environmental Impacts:

N/A



	Mandatory Findings of Significance:
	YES
	NO

	
(a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California history or prehistory?

	|_|
	|X|

	(b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable?  (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probably future projects)

	|_|
	|X|

	(c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?
	|_|
	|X|



	Justification for Use of a Categorical Exemption (discuss why the project is exempt, cite exemption number(s), and describe how the project fits the class):

Categorical Exemption Class 1a Section 15301 - This exemption allows for the operation, repair, maintenance, and minor alterations to existing public facilities involving negligible expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead agency's determination.  No exceptions apply which would preclude the use of an exemption for this project. 




Conclusion:
|X|  After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of Categorical Exemptions to CEQA, DGS staff has determined that the project fits within one or more of the exemption classes and no exceptions exist at the project site which would preclude the use of this exemption. The Department considered the possibility of (a) sensitive location, (b) cumulative impact, (c) significant impact due to unusual circumstances, (d) impacts to scenic highways, (e) activities within a hazardous waste site, and (f) significant adverse change to the significance of a historical resource. A Notice of Exemption will be filed at the State Clearinghouse.

|_|  After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of Categorical Exemptions to CEQA, DGS has determined that the project does not fit within the description for the various exemption classes or has found that exceptions exist at the project site which precludes the use of a Categorical Exemption for this project. Additional environmental review will be conducted and the appropriate CEQA document used may be a Negative Declaration or a Mitigated Negative Declaration.
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