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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: IS #21-0029 SMP Gold Corp (Oro Cruz) Reclamation Plan #21-0001, a Mineral Exploration Project
	Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department
	Contact Name: Michael Abraham, Assistant Director
	Email: MichaelAbraham@co.imperial.ca.us
	Phone Number: 442-265-1736
	Project Location: 2900 Ogilby Road, Winterhaven, CA 92283                                                Imperial County 
	Project Description: The applicant proposes mineral exploration activities consisting of using existing access roads and improving some existing roads, as well as constructing a new temporary exploration drilling access road, up to eight (8) helicopter landing pads and sixty-five (65) drill pads to support exploration in seven (7) Drill Areas.  The Project would also entail constructing a new permanent access road and 2.8-acre staging area for access to the Oro Cruz Portal on BLM lands.  The total surface disturbance on BLM lands for the proposed Project activities is estimated at 21.3 acres. The Project is located on previously mined BLM lands, (APN 050-110-006, 007, 008, 009, 023, 024, and 050-280-001, 012 and 013) within T15S, R20E, Sections 1, 2, 12 and 13, and T15S, R21E, Sections 6, 7 and 18, SBBM; 
	Project's Effects: CULTURAL RESOURCES - MITIGATION MEASURES• A cultural monitoring and inadvertent discovery plan will be prepared in consultation with the BLM ECFO archaeologist and implemented prior to conducting fieldwork. Any inadvertent cultural resources discovered during construction, operations, and/or reclamation would require SMP to cease all work immediately and notify the BLM Authorized Officer. The BLM Authorized Officer would then evaluate the discovery in coordination with other consulting parties to determine and implement appropriate treatment, if necessary.• All known culturally sensitive areas within 100 feet of ground disturbing activities and access roads will be safeguarded with periodic archaeological monitoring and possibly barrier fencing, in consultation with the BLM ECFO archaeologist,• Periodic archaeological monitoring (checking fencing, access routes, and drill pad locations, etc.) will be conducted by SMP’s archaeological contractor (at least once every 2 weeks during drilling
	Areas of Controversy: BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES - MITIGATION MEASURES•The overall proposed Project would be limited in scope (i.e., only 20.54 acres of new disturbance) and duration (only 12- to 24-months of exploration activities). Nonetheless, to ensure the Project’s potential adverse impacts to sensitive plant and wildlife species and habitats are avoided, a variety of protection measures would be implemented. A complete description of the environmental protection measures that SMP has committed to as PDFs are provided in Appendix F. Through the implementation of the avoidance and protection measures (Appendix F), the Project would not have an adverse effect, either directly or indirectly, or through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species. • While the Project Area is not within a County-designate habitat conservation area, the Project Area does occur within the federal Picacho ACEC as designated under the DRECP (BLM 2016). The BLM’s goals for the management of the Picacho ACEC are to enhance, protect and preserve the cultural and biological resources while providing compatible recreational opportunities; and to maintain desert tortoise habitat connectivity between the Chuckwalla Desert Wildlife Management/ACEC/Critical Habitat Units and high value climate refugia for wildlife (BLM 2016). The Project has been designed to be consistent with the requirement outlined in the DRECP (BLM 2016), and PDFs specific to desert tortoise are described in full under Appendix F. Through the implementation of the PDFs, the Project would not conflict with theprovisions of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan (i.e., DRECP), or other approved local, regional, and/or state habitat conservation plan. 
	List of Agencies: Bureau of Land Management (BLM)Fort Yuma - Quechan Indian TribeNative American Heritage CommissionCalifornia Department of Fish and Wildlife, California Department of Transportation, District 11, California Regional Water Quality Board, California Department of Conservation, California State Land Commission,Office of Mine ReclamationState Mining and Geology Board, State Historic Preservation Office, Imperial Wildlife Area, Wister Unit 1, Certified United Program AgencyBorder Patrol Air Operations - Mission Support SupervisorUS Army - Tim KilgannanArmy Corp of Engineers, Eduardo Torrez-De Meza, Marine Corp Air Station - YumaNaval Air Facility - El CentroImperial Irrigation DistrictImperial County Sheriff's Office, Imperial County Fire Department, Imperial County Public Works DepartmentImperial County Air Pollution Control District, Imperial County Agriculture Commissioner's Office, Imperial County Environmental Health Services. Imperial County CEO, Imperial County Assessors


