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Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P .0. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency) : Mono County Community Development 

PO Box 347 

County Clerk 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

County of: _M_o_n_o _____ _ (Address) 
PO Box 237 

Bridgeport, CA 93517 

Project Title: Communications Site License Agreement - Chalfant 

Project Applicant: Eukon Group for AT&T mobility 

Project Location - Specific: 

500 Locust Street, Chalfant CA 93514, (026-282-005-000) 

Project Location - City: Chalfant Project Location - County: _M_o_n_o ______ _ 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

Establish a communications site license agreement with New Cingular Wireless PCS, 
LLC to develop a telecommunications site at the Chalfant Transfer Station to address 
the lack of cellular service for the Chalfant area. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _M_o_n_o_C_o_u_n_ty ________________ _ 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: EukonGroup for AT&T mobility 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3) ; 15269(a)); 

D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4) ; 15269(b)(c)); 
0 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 3; Section 15303(c) 
D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ___________________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
This project qualifies as a Class 3 exemption because it consists of an agreement to lease a site for the proposed installation of 
utility extensions, accessory structures (fences) which are specifically listed as exempt. In addition, the facility will not involve the 
use of significant amounts of hazardous substances and the total lease area is 25 ' x 25 ' or 625-square feet which is 
significantly less than the 2,500-square foot max permitted under 15303(c). Thus, the project is not expected to cause any 
significant environmental impacts. See Attachment I for analysis of exceptions to the exemption. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Laura Stark ------------ Area CodefT elephone/Extension: 760-924-1810 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 

Yes No 2. Has a Notice ::e" been filed by the public agency approving the project? 

Signature: c:::::::: ~~ Date: ______ Title: _________ _ 

■ Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at QPR: 11/04/2022 

Revised 2011 

Print Form 



Attachment I 
 
Analysis of Exceptions to Class 3 Exemption 
 
Per Title 14 California Code of Regulations (CCR) §15300.2 (“Exceptions”), projects that would 
otherwise qualify for a Class 3 categorical exemption would be excluded from qualification if 
any of the following six criteria is met: 

 
1. Location - Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the 

project is to be located--a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the 
environment may in a particularly sensitive environment be significant. These classes 
of exemption are considered to apply in all instances, except where the project may 
impact an environmental resource of critical concern which is designated, precisely 
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

2. Cumulative Impact – A categorical exemption is inapplicable when the cumulative 
impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is 
significant. 

3. Significant Effect - A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where 
there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the 
environment due to unusual circumstances. 

4. Scenic Highways - A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which 
may result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic 
buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially 
designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to improvements which are 
required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 

5. Hazardous Waste Sites - A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project 
located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 
of the Government Code. 

6. Historical Resources - A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which 
may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
 

Based on the below analysis, none of the six criteria for an exception are met, thus the 
project is not disqualified from the Class 3 exemption. 

 
1. Location - Projects Located in Environmentally Sensitive Areas The project is 

located at the Chalfant Transfer Station and closed Chalfant landfill which is an 
already-impacted site. The project will not have any significant visual impacts to 
the community due to the site’s location at the farthest edge of the existing 
community. The project utilizes the flat topography on the edge of Chalfant to 
avoid placement on ridgelines which would create a silhouette against the skyline 
and cause more noticeable visual impacts. To further reduce any visual impacts, 
conditions of approval for this project will require the project to utilize non-
reflective materials and to paint relevant project components a dark muted color 
that is compatible with the surrounding environment, similar to Dunn-Edwards 
Paints, Shaker Gray DE623 which has been used for other cell tower projects in 
Mono County.   



2. Cumulative Impact - A Successive Project in the Same Area At the time this staff 
report was written there are no reasonably foreseeable communications tower 
projects in Chalfant that would have cumulative impacts in the community. There 
are currently two other discretionary approvals in process in the Tri- Valley area, 
which consists Chalfant, Hammil and Benton valleys. North of Chalfant 
Valley(near Benton) an application is pending for a cannabis project, Apogee 
Farms. The proposal includes a cannabis facility for cultivation, processing, and 
distribution. The project is located approximately 2.5 miles south of Benton and 
west of United States Route 6 (US 6 or Highway 6). The other project currently in 
process in the Tri-Valley area is a Map Modification for the Dakota Ranch 
Subdivision for parcels located north of Benton, ultimately resulting in a reduction 
in density. Neither of these projects contribute to cumulative impacts with the cell 
tower project proposed in Chalfant. 
 

3. Significant Effect - Unusual Circumstances The project is located on the site of a 
closed landfill and existing solid waste transfer station. Mono County Solid Waste 
deemed the project site acceptable based on the layout of the closed waste pits and 
existing improved area for business operations (see Figure 1). 
 

4. Scenic Highways - Project Which May Result in Damage to Scenic Resources 
Within a Highway Officially Designated as a State Scenic Highway Per Figure 2 
below, there are no State or County designated scenic highways in Chalfant that 
would be impacted by the proposed cell tower project. 

 
FIGURE 1 – STATE & COUNTY DESIGNATED SCENIC HIGHWAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

State and County designated Scenic Highways maps from the 2019 Mono County Regional Transportation Plan. 
Scenic highways are indicated in red and the Chalfant is indicated with a yellow star. 



5. Hazardous Waste Sites – Projects Located on Property Listed on One of The 
Various State Lists of Contaminated Hazardous Waste Sites The project parcel is 
not on any of the state lists of contaminated hazardous waste sites. As confirmed by 
Jill Kearney with the Local Enforcement Agency and the California State Water 
Resources Control Board by email dated August 30, 2022 and attached to this staff 
report. 

6. Historical Resources – Projects Impacting Historical or Cultural Resources. The 
project is located at the Chalfant Transfer Station and closed Chalfant landfill which 
is an already impacted site. There would be no additional impacts to historical or 
cultural resources beyond those already on site for the closed landfill and existing 
transfer station. 

 
 
 
Attachments: 

A. Proposed License Agreement 
B. Zone Drawing 
C. Propagation Maps 
D. Correspondence with LEA



FIGURE 2 – SITE PLAN WITH LANDFILL AREAS IDENTIFIED 
 

 



Attachment A - Proposed License Agreement 
 
 
 
 

  



 
Attachment B - Zone Drawing 
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PROJECT TEAM

PROJECT: LTE-1C/2C/3C/4C/5C/6C/7C
SITE TYPE: RAWLAND

SITE ADDRESS: 500 LOCUST STREET
CHALFANT, CA 93514

MONO COUNTY

SITE NUMBER: CSL02379

GENERAL NOTES

THE FACILITY IS UNMANNED AND NOT FOR HUMAN HABITATION. A TECHNICIAN WILL VISIT THE
SITE AS REQUIRED FOR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE. THE PROJECT WILL NOT RESULT IN ANY

SIGNIFICANT DISTURBANCE OR EFFECT ON DRAINAGE; NO SANITARY SEWER SERVICE,
POTABLE WATER, OR TRASH DISPOSAL IS REQUIRED AND NO COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE IS NEW.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

DIRECTIONS FROM AT&T OFFICE:

AERIAL MAP

SITE

SITE

1452 EDINGER AVE, TUSTIN, CA 92780

HEAD NORTHEAST TOWARD AT&T. TURN LEFT TOWARD AT&T. TURN RIGHT ONTO AT&T. TURN LEFT ONTO EDINGER AVE. USE THE LEFT 2 LANES TO TURN LEFT ONTO DEL AMO AVE. USE THE
RIGHT 2 LANES TO TAKE THE RAMP ONTO CA-55 N/STATE RTE 55 N. MERGE ONTO CA-55 N/STATE RTE 55 N. MERGE ONTO CA-91 E. USE THE RIGHT 3 LANES TO TAKE EXIT 51 TOWARD
BARSTOW. MERGE ONTO I-15 N. KEEP LEFT TO STAY ON I-15 N. KEEP LEFT TO STAY ON I-15 N. KEEP LEFT TO STAY ON I-15 N. TAKE EXIT 141 FOR US-395 TOWARD ADELANTO/BISHOP.
CONTINUE ONTO US-395 N. TURN RIGHT ONTO US-6 E/N MAIN ST. CONTINUE TO FOLLOW US-6 E. TAKE LOCUST ST TO SLIM PRINCESS RD. TURN RIGHT ONTO BROWN SUBDIVISION RD. TURN
LEFT ONTO VALLEY RD. TURN RIGHT ONTO LOCUST ST. CONTINUE STRAIGHT ONTO SLIM PRINCESS RD. DESTINATION WILL BE ON THE LEFT. 500 LOCUST ST CHALFANT, CA 93514

PACE#: MRLOS011946
FA#: 12853636
USID#: 283838

AT&T WIRELESS PROPOSES TO CONSTRUCT A WIRELESS INSTALLATION. THE SCOPE WILL CONSIST OF THE
FOLLOWING:

   INDOOR EQUIPMENT
· INSTALL (1) 80'-0" HIGH MONOPOLE
· INSTALL (12) PANEL ANTENNAS
· INSTALL (36) REMOTE RADIO UNITS (RRU)
· INSTALL (4) DC-9 SURGE SUPPRESSORS
· INSTALL (3) DC-12 SURGE SUPPRESSORS
· INSTALL (1) 20kW BACKUP GENERATOR WITH 125gal TANK
· INSTALL (1) 6' x 6' STEEL WALK IN CABINET (W.I.C.) WITHIN PROPOSED AT&T LEASE AREA
· INSTALL (1) UTILITY TRENCHES
· INSTALL (1) CHAIN-LINK FENCE ENCLOSURE
· INSTALL (1) CIENA CABINET
· INSTALL (1) TELCO CABINET
· INSTALL (1) 6' Ø MICROWAVE ANTENNA
· INSTALL (1) 12' WIDE CHAIN-LINK ACCESS GATE
· INSTALL (1) 12' WIDE WROUGHT IRON ACCESS GATE

ALL WORK AND MATERIALS SHALL BE PERFORMED AND INSTALLED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE CURRENT EDITIONS OF THE FOLLOWING CODES AS ADOPTED BY THE LOCAL
GOVERNING AUTHORITIES. NOTHING IN THESE PLANS IS TO BE CONSTRUCTED TO
PERMIT WORK NOT CONFORMING TO THESE CODES.

1. 2019 CALIFORNIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
2. 2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE
3. 2019 CALIFORNIA ELECTRIC CODE
4. 2019 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE
5. 2019 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE
6. 2019 CALIFORNIA FIRE CODE
7. ANY LOCAL BUILDING CODE AMENDMENTS TO THE ABOVE
8. CITY/COUNTY ORDINANCES

HANDICAP REQUIREMENTS:
FACILITY IS UNMANNED AND NOT FOR HUMAN HABITATION AND IS EXEMPT FROM ACCESSIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE SECTION 11B-203.5

CODE COMPLIANCE

IF USING 11"X17" PLOT, DRAWINGS WILL BE HALF SCALE

ZONING DRAWING

PROJECT MANAGER:

RF ENGINEER:

A&E CONTACT:

AT&T
1452 EDINGER AVENUE, 3RD FLOOR
TUSTIN, CA 92780
CONTACT: SANDEEP MANGAT
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EUKON
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CONTACT: RICH BRUNET
PHONE: (949) 553-8566
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LTE Justification Plots

Market Name: Los Angeles

Site ID: CSL02379

Site Address: 500 Locust Street, Bishop CA 93514

ATOLL Plots Completion Date:  Jan 26, 2022
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v Propagation of the site plots are based on our current Atoll (Design tool) project tool that 

shows the preferred design of the  AT&T 4G-LTE network coverage.

v The propagation referenced in this package is based on proposed LTE coverage of AT&T users 

in the surrounding buildings, in vehicles and at street level . For your reference, the scale shown 

ranges from good to poor coverage with gradual changes in coverage showing best coverage to 

marginal and finally poor signal levels.

v The plots shown are based on the following criteria:

Ø Existing: Since LTE network modifications are not yet On-Air. The first slide is a snap shot 

of the area showing the existing site without LTE coverage in the AT&T network.

Ø The Planned LTE Coverage with the Referenced Site: Assuming all the planned 

neighboring sites of the target site are approved by the jurisdiction and the referenced  

site is also approved and  On-Air, the propagation is displayed with the planned legends 

provided.

Ø Without Target site: Assuming all the planned neighboring sites are approved by the 

jurisdiction and On-Air and the referenced site is Off-Air, the propagation is displayed 

with the legends provided.

Assumptions
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LTE Coverage Before site CSL02379 



LTE Coverage After site CSL02379 



LTE Coverage standalone site CSL02379



Coverage Legend

In-Building Service: In general, the areas shown in dark green should have 

the strongest signal strength and be sufficient for most in-building coverage. 

However, in-building coverage can and will be adversely affected by the 

thickness/construction type of walls, or your location in the building (i.e., in 

the basement, in the middle of the building with multiple walls, etc.)

In-Transit Service: The areas shown in the yellow should be sufficient for on-

street or in-the-open coverage, most in-vehicle coverage and possibly some 

in-building coverage. 

Outdoor Service: The areas shown in the purple should have sufficient signal 

strength for on-street or in-the-open coverage, but may not have it for in-

vehicle coverage or in-building coverage. 
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HAZARDOUS WASTE CORRESPONDENCE WITH LOCAL ENFORCEMENT AGENCY (LEA) 

 

 

From: Jill Kearney <jkearney@mono.ca.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2022 5:11 PM 

To: Stacey Simon <ssimon@mono.ca.gov> 

Subject: Re: Question re Chalfant cell site 

 

Hi Stacey - I heard back from the water board and the answer is no - Chalfant landfill is not on 

any of these lists.   

I am compiling the other requirements and will forward to you and copy Justin.  

Thanks! 

Jill 

 

 

From: Stacey Simon <ssimon@mono.ca.gov> 

Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 4:47 PM 

To: Jill Kearney <jkearney@mono.ca.gov> 

Subject: FW: Question re Chalfant cell site  

  

Hi Jill!  It’s been a while! 

  

Can you take a look at my question below, and Justin’s answer to it, and let me know if you agree. 

  

Thank you and I hope to run into you one of these days. 

  

Stacey 

  

 

Stacey Simon 
Mono County Counsel 
  
Direct: 760-924-1704  
Office: 760-924-1700  
Email: ssimon@mono.ca.gov 
  
1290 Tavern Road 
PO Box 2415 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

  

Confidentiality Notice:  This electronic mail transmission and any attachments may contain privileged and/or 

confidential information only for use by the intended recipient(s).  Any usage, distribution, copying or disclosure by 

any person other than the intended recipient(s) is strictly prohibited and may be subject to civil action and/or 

criminal penalties. If you received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply email or be 

telephone and immediately delete this email transmission and any attachments contained in this email. 

 

  

From: Justin Nalder <jnalder@mono.ca.gov>  

Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 4:45 PM 

To: Stacey Simon <ssimon@mono.ca.gov> 

Subject: RE: Question re Chalfant cell site 

  

mailto:jkearney@mono.ca.gov
mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov
mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov
mailto:jkearney@mono.ca.gov
mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov
mailto:jnalder@mono.ca.gov
mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov


Stacey, 

  

Here’s what I know: 

  

Chalfant operates an ABOP (Aerosol Batter Oil Paint) Locker which is solely for transfer. 

As required by the SWQCB for closed landfills we sample monitoring wells semi-annually. 

There are no public drinking water wells.  

There is no noted sub-surface migration of hazardous waste. 

There are no sub-surface USTs 

We are not under any corrective action for the site.  

  

It would seem to me that the answer is No, but I would need to defer to Jill to be certain. 

  

Justin Nalder 

Solid Waste Superintendent / Environmental Manager 

Public Works Department 

(760)932-5453 

 
 

 

From: Stacey Simon <ssimon@mono.ca.gov>  

Sent: Friday, August 26, 2022 4:04 PM 

To: Justin Nalder <jnalder@mono.ca.gov> 

Subject: Question re Chalfant cell site 

  

Justin: 

  

Do you know if the Chalfant site is listed on any of the “lists of hazardous waste and substance facilities 

sites” set forth in Government Code section 65962.5 (attached)?  If you don’t know, would Jill Kearney 

be the one to ask? 

  

Thanks! 

  

Stacey 

 

Stacey Simon 
Mono County Counsel 
  
Direct: 760-924-1704  
Office: 760-924-1700  
Email: ssimon@mono.ca.gov 
  
1290 Tavern Road 
PO Box 2415 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov
mailto:jnalder@mono.ca.gov
mailto:ssimon@mono.ca.gov


  

Confidentiality Notice:  This electronic mail transmission and any attachments may contain privileged and/or 

confidential information only for use by the intended recipient(s).  Any usage, distribution, copying or disclosure by 

any person other than the intended recipient(s) is strictly prohibited and may be subject to civil action and/or 

criminal penalties. If you received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply email or be 

telephone and immediately delete this email transmission and any attachments contained in this email. 
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