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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Sonoma State Route 1 Culvert Rehabilitation Project
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), District 4
	Contact Name: Arnica MacCarthy, Senior Environmental Planner
	Email: Arnica.MacCarthy@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (510) 506-0481
	Project Location: Jenner                                                                                             Sonoma County
	Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has prepared this Initial Study with Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the proposed Sonoma State Route (SR) 1 Culvert Rehabilitation Project (Project). Caltrans proposes to replace three culverts at different locations (Locations 1, 2, and 3) in Sonoma County, near the community of Jenner. Location 1 is near Circle Drive at Post Mile (PM) 19.25, and Locations 2 and 3 are approximately 0.2 mile north of Burke Avenue at PM 21.84.
	Project's Effects: As discussed in Section 3.3.4, Biological Resources, the Project has the potential to significantly impact biological resources. Biological impacts that would be reduced to less than significant levels through the incorporation of mitigation measures include: impacts to California Red-Legged Frog and its associated upland environmentally sensitive habitat areas (ESHA); temporary impacts to riparian ESHA habitats; and removal of a protected tree requiring replacement or compensation.  These potential Project impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels through the implementation of two mitigation measures (MM-BIO-1, Impacts to ESHAs and  MM-BIO-2, Tree Replacements), and the incorporation of project features and avoidance and minimization measures. MM-BIO-1 identifies mitigation ratios hat would be implemented to compensate for temporary project impacts to ESHAs. MM-BIO-2 identifies that the removal of the protected tree would be replaced or compensated via an in-lieu fee in accordance with Section 26-88-010(m) of the Sonoma County Code of Ordinances. 
	Areas of Controversy: The purpose of this Project is to restore, improve and upgrade the existing drainage systems to reduce the potential of roadside flooding and damage to the existing highway. The project is needed because routine inspections and conditions assessments indicate that the existing culverts have exceeded their service life and exhibit structural deficiency due to corrosion, deformation and abrasion. Consequently, because the culverts have exceeded their service life, they lack the intended hydraulic capacity and need to be replaced. There are no known areas of controversy raised by public agencies or the public for the Project.
	List of Agencies: The Project is anticipated to receive a Biological Opinion from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii; CRLF) and Myrtle Silverspot Butterfly (Speyeria zerene myrtleae; MSB). Additionally, permits, licenses, agreements, certifications, or approvals  anticipated for the Project include: a Section 404 Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board;  Section 1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife; Local Coastal Development Permit from the Sonoma County/California Coastal Commission;  and Project Approval from the California Transportation Commission. 


