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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Rancho Rico Community Fuels Treatment
	Lead Agency: Resource Conservation District of Monterey County 
	Contact Name: Jamie Tuitele-Lewis
	Email: jtlewis@rcdmonterey.org
	Phone Number: 831-975-7775
	Project Location: Big Sur                                                                                    Monterey
	Project Description: Project ObjectivesThe total estimated acreage of the Rancho Rico Community Fuels Treatment project is 104 acres. The main objective is wildfire prevention through fuels treatment by implementing mechanical and hand treatments of overgrown and/or overstocked forested areas of the Rancho Rico community. Treatments will consist of two main components. The first is roadside vegetation treatments with roadside mowing of herbaceous vegetation, pruning of trees and French broom removal. The second is a shaded fuelbreak treatment that varies in intensity depending on distance from the main structures on the Rancho Rico property. Trees will be limbed to 8 to 10 feet, ladder fuels cut and understory vegetation treated to create enough horizontal spacing for reduced wildfire spread. No trees over 12" dbh will be removed unless they pose a safety threat to the property. 
	Project's Effects: The Rancho Rico Community Fuels Treatment Project could have a small potential to degrade the quality of the environment before mitigations are considered. However, after the addition of mitigations to the project, the RCDMC estimates that there is very little to no impact posed by this project to habitats of native fish or wildlife, any significant threat to native plant or animal populations, impact or restrict any endangered, rare or threatened species and no impact to California history or prehistory. The mitigations incorporated were included to prevent significant impacts from occurring during implementation. Small, temporary impacts will occur to some vegetation as ladder fuels will be removed and some areas will receive mastication or mowing treatments that may reduce available habitat for certain species of animals and negatively impact small numbers of individual plants (not endangered, rare or sensitive populations). It is expected that within a time period of five to seven years that any implementation impacts to plant or animal populations will be fully recovered and any environmental impacts other than that will be indiscernible. There will be numerous mitigation measures followed and an exhaustive list is too long to fit in this paragraph but some examples of adopted mitigation measures include: avoidance of mapped, marked or discovered biological resources, waterbars on slopes over 30%, storing, mixing and refueling of gas, diesel and other fuel types will be in contained areas away from watercourses dry or wet, riparian areas will have a 50 foot no treatment buffer and adoption of a tribal monitor during implementation to help avoid impacts to cultural resources. These are a small sample of the full list of measures. 
	Areas of Controversy: Formal consultation with the Esselen Tribe of Monterey County revealed a desire to have tribal monitors on site during implementation to avoid any unforeseen impacts to unknown cultural resources that might exist on the Rancho Rico site. Other outreach to local tribal organizations that have local ties to the Rancho Rico site did not prompt further consultation or concerns as of writing. 
	List of Agencies: California Department of Forestry and Fire Prevention California Department of Fish and WildlifeCalifornia Coastal CommissionCounty of Monterey 


