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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Project Nexus
	Lead Agency: Turlock Irrigation District
	Contact Name: Bill Penney
	Email: bfpenney@tid.org
	Phone Number: (209) 883-8385
	Project Location:            Turlock/Ceres and Hickman                                                         Stanislaus
	Project Description: The proposed project includes installation of solar panels that would cover and span various sections of the Turlock Irrigation District’s (TID) existing irrigation canal system. The project would serve as a proof of concept to pilot, research, and study solar over canal designs and deployment on behalf of the State of California using TID land and electric grid access. It is expected that the project would provide various co-benefits, including reduced water evaporation resulting from mid-day shade and wind reduction, water quality improvements through reduced vegetative growth, reduced canal maintenance through reduced vegetative growth, and renewable power generation, among other benefits. The Project also includes installation of energy storage facilities. Two sites are included in the project. The first site, located between the Cities of Turlock and Ceres, includes coverage of up-to 9,000 linear feet of 20- to 25-foot wide canals. The second site, which is approximately 20-miles east of Modesto near the Town of Hickman, accounts for coverage of 500 linear feet of canal that is roughly 110-feet wide.
	Project's Effects: The proposed project has the potential for impacts related to 1) biological resources, 2) cultural resources, 3) geology and soils, 4) noise, and 5) tribal cultural resources. However, these impacts would be avoided or reduced to a less-than-significant level with the incorporation of avoidance and mitigation measures discussed in the MND.  A summary of these mitigation measures are 1) if a pre-construction survey shows active bird nesting, then delaying construction activities until after active nesting season is over; and, if a pre-construction survey shows the presence of a California tiger salamander a 50-foot no-disturbance buffer shall be erected; 2) implement avoidance or appropriate treatment measures in case of an unanticipated discovery of human remains or archaeological resources; 3) train construction workers regarding paleontological resources and implement appropriate treatment measures in case of a potential fossil discovery; 4) limit construction activities during normal daylight hours occurring within 200-feet of a residence; and, locate permanent transformers, inverters, and energy storage equipment an appropriate distance from residences; and, 5) implement avoidance or appropriate treatment measures in case of an unanticipated discovery of human remains or archaeological resources related to tribal cultural resources.
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board and Cal/OSHA


