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SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

August 17, 2022 

Andrew Amelung 
Associate Planner 
Lake County Planning Department 
Courthouse – 255 North Forbes Street 
Lakeport, CA 95453 
Andrew.Amelung@lakecountyca.gov 
 
Re: Pura Vineyards Use Permit 20-61 – dated July 25, 2022 (SCH# 2022070449) 
 
Dear Andrew Amelung: 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received an Initial Study/Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Pura Vineyards Use Permit 20-61 for cannabis 
cultivation (Project).  The Lake County Planning Department (lead agency) is receiving 
these comments because the Project is next to the closed Benson Ridge Facility that is 
permitted and regulated by a DTSC issued Hazardous Waste Post Closure Facility 
Permit (Permit, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [U.S. EPA] Number 
CAD000633289).   
 
Background 
The Benson Ridge Facility (Facility) is located at 7620 on State Highway 29, 
approximately 2.5 miles southeast of Kelseyville in Lake County and is the neighboring 
property to the east of the Project.  IT Environmental Liquidating Trust (ITELT) is the 
current owner and operator of the Facility that is about 150 acres (Assessor’s Parcel 
Numbers [APNs] 007-018-13, 007-029-06, 007-030-21, and 009-022-01, see attached 
figure) in a narrow valley that opens to Highway 29.  From 1979 to 1984, the Facility 
operated as a treatment, storage and disposal facility for Class II-I hazardous wastes1.  
The Facility operated three surface impoundments for evaporation of liquid and sludge 
wastes primarily from the geothermal industry.  During closure, the former surface 
impoundments were completely excavated, and the sludge and sub-soil were deposited 
in an onsite waste consolidation landfill and covered with an engineered cap.  A non-
hazardous groundwater evaporation basin was also constructed to contain and 
                                            
1 Class l is hazardous waste and Class II is designated waste 
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evaporate recovered groundwater.  Closure was completed in 1992.  In 1997, the 
Facility transitioned to post closure status pursuant to a Permit issued by DTSC. DTSC 
authorized a Permit renewal in 2008.  In 2004, ITELT was established to oversee the 
long-term post-closure operation, maintenance, and upkeep of the Facility.  The Facility 
is now in post-closure and is permitted and regulated by a DTSC Permit dated 2008 and 
by the California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region.  
 
DTSC has the following comments on the IS/MND for the Project:  
 

1. There is a shared access easement agreement between the Project and the 
Facility from State Highway 29 on to Assessor Parcel Numbers (APNs) 007-030-
21 (not 007-030-20 as stated on page 18 of the Pura Vineyards Property 
Management Plan) and 007-029-06, see attached parcel figure.  The Facility not 
only has a shared responsibility for the shared access easement area but is also 
responsible for all the property associated with APNs 007-030-21 and 007-029-
06 that have areas that are geographically lower than the shared access 
easement area.  DTSC recommends that the following should be considered 
regarding APNs 007-030-21 and 007-029-06:  

a. Based on the IS/MND, it is understood that the placing or storing of 
chemicals, hazardous materials, or other products within the access 
easement area will not occur; however, DTSC would like to reiterate that 
there should be a binding obligation and requirement to not use the 
shared access easement area as a holding, storage, or placement area.   

b. There should be a binding obligation and requirement for a plan to be 
prepared, to be in place, and to be ready to implement in the event of a 
spill or a release of chemicals within the shared access easement area or 
any other area which may affect the Facility.  

c. In addition, there should be a binding obligation and requirement to have 
controls for runoff that may include various pollutants (e.g., debris, 
chemicals, oils, fuels, herbicides, dirt/sediment, etc.) and controls for the 
volume and rate of runoff within the access easement area and elsewhere 
to prevent any impacts to the Facility.  

d. This shared access from Highway 29 will also be used by Facility, Facility 
contractors, and State agency personnel.  

 
2. The Facility is adjacent to, and down slope from, the Project. There should be a 

binding obligation and requirement to ensure there are 1) measures in place to 
prevent runoff that could contain dirt, silt, sediment, fertilizer, pesticides, 
herbicides, chemicals, hazardous materials, etc.; and 2) controls for the volume 
and rate of runoff that are associated with the Project (including construction and 
active and nonactive cannabis cultivation activities) to prevent runoff and its 
constituents from spreading and impacting the Facility.    
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DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the IS/MND.  If you have any 
questions regarding this letter, please contact me at (916) 255-6574 or via e-mail at 
Mary.Gaspari@dtsc.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mary Gaspari, Project Manager 
Engineering Geologist 
Legacy Landfills Office 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
California Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Enclosure:  Figure 1 Benson Ridge Facility Parcel Map 
 
cc: (via email) 

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 

Dave Kereazis 
Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov 

Rebecca De Pont  
 CEQA Unit -Permitting/HWMP 
 Department of Toxic Substances Control 
 Rebecca.depont@dtsc.ca.gov 
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