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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
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(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
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summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH# 18D

Project Title: _Landowner Groundwater Recharge and Banking Project

Lead Agency: North Kern Water Storage District

Contact Name: David Hampton

Email: dhampton@northkernwsd.com Phone Number: 661-393-2696

Project Location: Kern County

City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The District and landowners recognize the importance of the importation of surface water into the district area for
beneficial use by agriculture and to enhance sustainable groundwater management. Landowners desire to establish a
groundwater banking account that provides a reliable source of water and the flexibility to use that supply to support their
agricultural activities. To this end, the District desires to establish a joint landowner groundwater banking program to
incentivize landowners to share their privately-owned recharge facilities (surface or subsurface) to increase in-district
recharge capacity. Potential sources of water available to recharge in shared facilities would be similar to surface water
sources available to the District, including Kern River, Central Valley Project, and State Water Project. Groundwater
banking would generally occur in wetter years when there would be surplus surface water supplies available.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Project would have a potentially significant impact on Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology
and Soils, and Hydrology and Water Quality. The following mitigation measures have been identified to address these
impacts.

AQ-1: District Regulation VIII Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions Best Management Practices

BIO-1: Conduct Focused Surveys for and Maintain a Minimum 50-foot No disturbance Buffer from Special-status Plants,
BIO-2: Maintain a Minimum 50-foot No disturbance Buffer from Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard Habitat, BIO-3: Conduct
Habitat Assessment and Focused Surveys for Burrowing Owls and Minimize Disturbance of and Avoid Loss of Occupied
Burrows, BIO-4: Avoid Removal of Recently Active Swainson’s Hawk Nest Trees and Conduct Focused Surveys for
Nesting Swainson’s Hawks and White-tailed Kites and Implement Take Avoidance Plan for Active Nests, BIO-5: Conduct
Focused Surveys for Other Nesting Birds and Implement Buffers Around Active Nests, BIO-6: Conduct Pre-Construction
Surveys and Implement Measures during Construction to Minimize Potential Impacts on San Joaquin Kit Fox, BIO-7:
Conduct Focused Surveys for and Maintain a Minimum 50-foot No disturbance Buffer from Burrows Occupied by San
Joaquin Antelope Squirrel, BIO-8: Maintain a Minimum 50-foot No disturbance Buffer from Tipton Kangaroo-rat Habitat.
CR-1: Address Previously Undiscovered Historic Properties, Archaeological Resources, and Tribal Cultural Resources.,
CR-2: Avoid Potential Effects on Undiscovered Burials, GEO-1: Monitor Groundwater Levels, GEO-2: Conduct
Subsidence Monitoring Surveys, GEO-3: Develop Water Exchanges and/or Banking Agreements with Participating
Landowners that Result in a Net Increase in District Water Supplies, GEO-4: Avoid Potential Effects on Paleontological
Resources, HYDRO-1: Conduct Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment, HYDRO-2: Monitor Groundwater Quality,
HYDRO-3: Monitor for Evidence of Soil Contamination.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

N/A

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

None.
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