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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Desert Retreat Specific Plan 
	Lead Agency: City of Indio
	Contact Name: Kevin Snyder, AICP, Community Development Director
	Email: ksnyder@indio.org
	Phone Number: (760) 541-4255
	Project Location: Indio, Riverside
	Project Description: The applicant is proposing the Desert Retreat Specific Plan Project to implement the City of Indio General Plan by regulating development of an age-restricted (aged 55 and older) residential community containing up to 1,500 homes on an approximate 377-acre site. The objectives of the Specific Plan document will include ensuring quality development consistent with the goals, objectives, and policies of the City of Indio General Plan; designing a high-quality, master-planned active adult residential community; planning a community that is compatible and connected with the surrounding residential communities and recreational amenities; and helping meet the City of Indio's need for additional housing. 
	Project's Effects: A Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared to address the potential environmental impacts of the Project. The Draft EIR has considered all possible impacts and incorporated additional Mitigation Measures for the impact areas of Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Noise, and Tribal Cultural Resources. MM AQ-1 would reduce emissions; MM BIO-1 would avoid impacts to burrowing owls; MM BIO-2 would prohibit possession or destruction of nesting birds; MM BIO-3 would require the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Conservation Fee to be paid; MM CUL-1 would require consultation with Tribal entities; MM CUL-2 would require a qualified principal archaeologist to prepare a Cultural Resource Monitoring and Treatment Plan; MM CUL-3 would require construction activities to halt if human remains are identified; MM GEO-1 would require site preparation and remedial grading; MM GEO-2 would include requirements for structural fills; MM GEO-3 would require a balance area on site to adjust imported soils; MM GEO-4 requires a vapor retarder to be installed; MM GEO-5 would require additional corrosion testing; MM GEO-6 would require preliminary pavement designs to be submitted; MM GEO-7 includes requirements for bearing and lateral pressures; MM GEO-8 includes requirements for settlement; MM GEO-9 requires paleontological monitoring; MM NOI-1 requires construction BMPs to reduce noise levels.
	Areas of Controversy: During the scoping process conducted by the City of Indio as the first step in the preparation of this EIR, questions and concerns were expressed regarding the suitability of a roundabout intersection for the main entry to the Desert Retreat Community on Avenue 40. Questions were raised on how a roundabout intersection could accommodate pedestrians, bicycles, and golf carts safely with vehicle traffic on 40th Avenue.
	List of Agencies: Coachella Valley Water DistrictCalifornia Public Utilities Commission Colorado Regional Water Quality Control BoardSouth Coast Air Quality Management District 


