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	Project Title: Anita Street Wet Well and Coastal Accessway Improvement Project
	Lead Agency: City of Laguna Beach
	Contact Name: Hannah Broida, Senior Project Manager
	Email: hBroida@lagunabeachcity.net
	Phone Number: 949-464-6615
	Project Location: Laguna Beach                                                                                            Orange
	Project Description: The Anita Street Wet Well and Coastal Accessway Improvement Project is located at the southwesterly terminus of Anita Street in the City of Laguna Beach, Orange County, California.

The proposed project involves the removal of the Anita Street Lift Station and the construction of a wet well to increase reliability, robustness, and to improve the efficiency of operations and safety. Additionally, the project would rehabilitate the Anita Street Coastal Accessway to create a more visually appealing beach access to Anita Beach and install a permanent lifeguard tower to improve public safety. 

Required approvals include: Coastal Development Permit, Local Design Review Approval.


	Project's Effects: The following are potentially significant impacts associated with the project that have been reduced to less than significant:

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

BIO-1: Vegetation removal activities shall be conducted outside the nesting season (September 1 to February 14 for songbirds; September 1 to January 14 for raptors) to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds. Any construction activities that occur during the season will require that all suitable habitats be thoroughly surveyed for the presence of nesting birds by a qualified biologist within three days prior to the commencement of vegetation clearing/ground disturbance activities depending on which season work falls within. If any active nests are detected, a buffer of 500 feet of an active threatened or endangered species or raptor nest, 300 feet of other sensitive species (non-listed), and 100 feet of most common species will be delineated, flagged, and avoided until the nesting cycle is complete. Established buffer sizes shall be increased or decreased based on the discretion of the qualified biologist to ensure that nesting activities are not disturbed. Active nests shall be periodically monitored by the qualified biologist until nesting activities have concluded.

BIO-2: The landscape plan for the project will include native species to southern California, such as those found on the project site (mulefat, senita cactus, prickly pear, saltgrass, and/or toyon).

BIO-3: The project shall incorporate Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent impacts to water quality during project construction. Some recommended BMPs include:

• Water pollution and erosion control measures in accordance with Regional Water Quality Control Board requirements.

• Sandy portions of the beach will be protected and maintained during construction activities.

• Construction equipment will be stored offsite, away from sensitive coastal resources.

• Vehicles and equipment will be in proper working condition and will be checked regularly for leaks prior to use to ensure that there is no potential for fugitive emissions of motor oil, fuel, antifreeze, hydraulic fluid, grease, or other hazardous materials.

• Equipment storage, fueling and staging areas will be located within upland areas with minimal risk of direct drainage onto the beach.

• Dust control measures, such as watering the project area during construction to reduce the impact of fugitive dust on the adjacent beach habitat.

BIO-4: Any tree planned to be removed during project activities that falls within the public right-of-way and has a diameter at breast height (DBH) of greater than 6 inches may be required to obtain tree removal permits prior to their removal. If any trees are planned to be removed during construction activities, coordination with the City will be required and Tree Removal Permits may be obtained for the removal of any trees that meet the categories listed in Chapter 12.06 of the City of Laguna Beach Municipal Code.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

An onsite archaeologist and the Consulting Tribe monitoring shall be required during Phase 3, Phase 4 and Phase 8 construction activities. A Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Plan (MMRP) to mitigate potential impacts to undiscovered buried cultural resources within the project shall be implemented to the satisfaction of the Lead Agency. This program shall include, but not be limited to, the following actions:

CUL-1: Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the Applicant shall provide written verification that a certified archaeologist has been retained to implement the monitoring program. This verification shall be presented in a letter from the project archaeologist to the Lead Agency.

CUL-2: The project Applicant shall provide Native American monitoring during grading if the Lead Agency determines it is necessary pending results of the AB 52 Consultation process. If applicable, the Native American monitor shall work in concert with the archaeological monitor to observe ground disturbances and search for cultural materials. The Lead Agency shall coordinate with the consulting Tribe(s) to facilitate communications with the project Developer/Applicant so that all parties can develop a mutually-acceptable Tribal Monitoring and Treatment Agreement which includes the scope of monitoring, scheduling of monitors from individual consulting Tribe(s), and the course of action for inadvertent discoveries.

CUL-3: The project archaeologist and the consulting Tribes(s) shall attend the pre-grading meeting with the City, the construction manager and any contractors and will conduct a mandatory Cultural Resources Worker Sensitivity Training to those in attendance. The training will include a brief review of the cultural sensitivity of the project and the surrounding area; what resources could potentially be identified during earthmoving activities; the requirements of the monitoring program; the protocols that apply in the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures until the find(s) can be properly evaluated; and any other appropriate protocols.

CUL-4: The protocols and stipulations that the contractor, City, consulting Tribe(s) and project archaeologist will follow in the event of inadvertent cultural resources discoveries, including any newly discovered cultural resource deposits that shall be subject to a cultural resources evaluation.

• During the original cutting of previously undisturbed deposits, the archaeological and Tribal monitors (if applicable) shall be onsite, as determined by the consulting archaeologist, to monitor excavations. The frequency of inspections will depend upon the rate of excavation, the materials excavated, and the presence and abundance of artifacts and features. The consulting archaeologist shall have the authority to modify the monitoring program if the potential for cultural resources appears to be less than anticipated.

• Isolates and clearly non-significant deposits will be minimally documented in the field so the monitored grading can proceed.

• In the event that previously unidentified cultural resources are discovered, the archaeologist shall have the authority to divert or temporarily halt ground disturbance operation in the area of discovery to allow for the evaluation of potentially significant cultural resources. The archaeologist shall contact the Lead Agency at the time of discovery. The archaeologist, in consultation with the Lead Agency, shall determine the significance of the discovered resources. The Lead Agency must concur with the evaluation before construction activities will be allowed to resume in the affected area. For significant cultural resources, a Research Design and Data Recovery Program to mitigate impacts shall be implemented by the consulting archaeologist and approved by the Lead Agency before being carried out using professional archaeological methods. If any human remains are discovered, the County Coroner and Lead Agency shall be contacted. In the event that the remains are determined to be of Native American origin, the Most Likely Descendant (as identified by the NAHC) shall be contacted in order to determine proper treatment and disposition of the remains.

• Before construction activities are allowed to resume in the affected area, the artifacts shall be recovered, and features recorded using professional archaeological methods. The project archaeologist in consultation with the consulting Tribe(s) shall determine the amount of material to be recovered for an adequate artifact sample for analysis.

CUL-5: One or more of the following treatments, in order of preference, shall be used in the event of a cultural resources discovery:

• Preservation-in-Place. Avoidance, or preservation-in-place, involves leaving a resource where it was found with no development affecting its integrity. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21083.2(b) avoidance is the preferred method of preservation for archaeological and cultural resources.

• Reburial on the project site in an area not subject to future disturbance. Reburial of a resource shall include provisions to protect the selected reburial area from any future impacts in perpetuity. Reburial shall not occur until all required cataloging and basic recording have been completed, with the exception of sacred items, burial goods and Native American human remains. Any reburial process shall be culturally appropriate. The listing of contents and the location of the reburial shall be included in a confidential Phase IV monitoring report.

• If Preservation-in-Place or reburial is not feasible, all cultural material collected during the grading monitoring program shall be processed and curated according to the current professional repository standards in an Orange County curation facility that meets State Resources Department Office of Historic Preservation Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Resources (OHP 1993). The collections and associated records shall be transferred, including title and accompanied by payment of the fees necessary for permanent curation.

CUL-6: A Phase IV Monitoring Report, documenting the field and analysis results and interpreting the artifact and research data within the research context, shall be completed and submitted to the satisfaction of the Lead Agency prior to the issuance of any building permits. The report will include DPR Primary and Archaeological Site Forms. The Phase IV report shall be filed with the City under a confidential cover and not subject to Tribe(s).

CUL-7: Project related earth disturbance has the potential to unearth previously undiscovered human remains, resulting in a potentially significant impact. Pursuant to Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, if human remains are encountered during excavation activities, all work shall halt, and the County Coroner shall be notified. The Coroner would determine within two working days whether a cause of death investigation is necessary. If the Coroner determines that the remains are Native American, he/she would contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) within 24 hours. The NAHC would then, pursuant to California Public Resources Code, §5097.98, immediately identify the most likely descendant (MLD), who may inspect the remains and site of discovery and make recommendations for the treatment and/or disposition of the remains. The MLD shall make his/her recommendation within 48 hours of being granted access to the site. The MLD’s recommendation shall be followed, if feasible, and may include scientific removal and non destructive analysis of the human, preservation in place, and deeding the remains to the MLD for treatment. If no MLD is identified, the MLD fails to make a recommendation, or the landowner rejects the recommendation, the landowner shall rebury the remains with appropriate dignity on the property in a location that would not be subject to further subsurface disturbance.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

GEO-1: The final design of the project shall consider, and where feasible, design and construction recommendations provided in the Geotechnical Investigation prepared by Geofirm in April 2018. The recommendations include, Site Preparation and Grading, Structural Design of Foundations, Structural Design of retaining Walls, Hardscape Design and Construction, Concreate, Finish Grade and Surface Drainage, Foundation Plan Formulation and Review and Observation and Testing.

PALEO-1: Prior to the issuance of any grading permit, the project Applicant shall provide written evidence to the City of Laguna Beach, that the Applicant has retained a qualified paleontologist to observe grading activities and salvage and catalogue fossils, as necessary. The paleontologist shall be present at the pre-grade conference, shall establish procedures for paleontological resource surveillance, and shall establish, in cooperation with the Applicant and City, procedures for temporarily halting or redirecting work to permit sampling, identification, and evaluation of the fossils. If the paleontological resources are found to be significant, the paleontologist shall determine appropriate actions, in cooperation with the Applicant, which ensures proper exploration and/or salvage.

PALEO-2: If paleontological resources are uncovered and after completion of the project, the Applicant shall submit the paleontologist’s follow-up report for approval by the City of Laguna Beach. The report shall include the period of inspection, a catalogue and analysis of the fossils found, and the present repository of the fossils. The Applicant shall prepare the excavated material to the point of identification. The Applicant shall offer excavated finds for curatorial purposes to the City of Laguna Beach or its designee, on a first refusal basis. These actions, as well as final mitigation and disposition of the resources, shall be subject to approval by the City of Laguna Beach. Applicant shall pay curatorial fees for the storage of these resources in perpetuity.

NOISE

N-1: Construction Equipment. Electrical power shall be used to run air compressors and similar power tools. Internal combustion engines should be equipped with a muffler of a type recommended by the manufacturer and in good repair. All diesel equipment should be operated with closed engine doors and should be equipped with factory-recommended mufflers. Stationary noise-generating equipment, such as generators and compressors, should be located as far as practically possible from the nearest residential property lines.

N-2: Limit Operations Adjacent to Receivers. Limit the number of large pieces of equipment (i.e., excavator or dump trucks) operating adjacent to receivers to one at any given time.

N-3: Neighbor Notification. Provide notification to residential occupants nearest to the project site at least 24 hours prior to initiation of construction activities that could result in substantial noise levels at outdoor or indoor living areas. This notification should include the anticipated hours and duration of construction and a description of noise reduction measures being implemented at the project site. The notification should include a telephone number for local residents to call to submit complaints associated with construction noise and be easily viewed from adjacent public areas.

TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

An onsite archaeologist and the Consulting Tribe monitoring shall be required during Phase 3, Phase 4 and Phase 8 construction activities. A Mitigation Monitoring Reporting Plan (MMRP) to mitigate potential impacts to undiscovered buried cultural resources within the project shall be implemented to the satisfaction of the Lead Agency. This program shall include, but not be limited to, the following actions:

CUL-1: Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the Applicant shall provide written verification that a certified archaeologist has been retained to implement the monitoring program. This verification shall be presented in a letter from the project archaeologist to the Lead Agency.

CUL-2: The project Applicant shall provide Native American monitoring during grading if the Lead Agency determines it is necessary pending results of the AB 52 Consultation process. If applicable, the Native American monitor shall work in concert with the archaeological monitor to observe ground disturbances and search for cultural materials. The Lead Agency shall coordinate with the consulting Tribe(s) to facilitate communications with the project Developer/Applicant so that all parties can develop a mutually-acceptable Tribal Monitoring and Treatment Agreement which includes the scope of monitoring, scheduling of monitors from individual consulting Tribe(s), and the course of action for inadvertent discoveries.

CUL-3: The project archaeologist and the consulting Tribes(s) shall attend the pre-grading meeting with the City, the construction manager and any contractors and will conduct a mandatory Cultural Resources Worker Sensitivity Training to those in attendance. The training will include a brief review of the cultural sensitivity of the project and the surrounding area; what resources could potentially be identified during earthmoving activities; the requirements of the monitoring program; the protocols that apply in the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures until the find(s) can be properly evaluated; and any other appropriate protocols.

CUL-4: The protocols and stipulations that the contractor, City, consulting Tribe(s) and project archaeologist will follow in the event of inadvertent cultural resources discoveries, including any newly discovered cultural resource deposits that shall be subject to a cultural resources evaluation.

• During the original cutting of previously undisturbed deposits, the archaeological and Tribal monitors (if applicable) shall be onsite, as determined by the consulting archaeologist, to monitor excavations. The frequency of inspections will depend upon the rate of excavation, the materials excavated, and the presence and abundance of artifacts and features. The consulting archaeologist shall have the authority to modify the monitoring program if the potential for cultural resources appears to be less than anticipated.

• Isolates and clearly non-significant deposits will be minimally documented in the field so the monitored grading can proceed.

• In the event that previously unidentified cultural resources are discovered, the archaeologist shall have the authority to divert or temporarily halt ground disturbance operation in the area of discovery to allow for the evaluation of potentially significant cultural resources. The archaeologist shall contact the Lead Agency at the time of discovery. The archaeologist, in consultation with the Lead Agency, shall determine the significance of the discovered resources. The Lead Agency must concur with the evaluation before construction activities will be allowed to resume in the affected area. For significant cultural resources, a Research Design and Data Recovery Program to mitigate impacts shall be implemented by the consulting archaeologist and approved by the Lead Agency before being carried out using professional archaeological methods. If any human remains are discovered, the County Coroner and Lead Agency shall be contacted. In the event that the remains are determined to be of Native American origin, the Most Likely Descendant (as identified by the NAHC) shall be contacted in order to determine proper treatment and disposition of the remains.

• Before construction activities are allowed to resume in the affected area, the artifacts shall be recovered, and features recorded using professional archaeological methods. The project archaeologist in consultation with the consulting Tribe(s) shall determine the amount of material to be recovered for an adequate artifact sample for analysis.

CUL-5: One or more of the following treatments, in order of preference, shall be used in the event of a cultural resources discovery:

• Preservation-in-Place. Avoidance, or preservation-in-place, involves leaving a resource where it was found with no development affecting its integrity. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21083.2(b) avoidance is the preferred method of preservation for archaeological and cultural resources.

• Reburial on the project site in an area not subject to future disturbance. Reburial of a resource shall include provisions to protect the selected reburial area from any future impacts in perpetuity. Reburial shall not occur until all required cataloging and basic recording have been completed, with the exception of sacred items, burial goods and Native American human remains. Any reburial process shall be culturally appropriate. The listing of contents and the location of the reburial shall be included in a confidential Phase IV monitoring report.

• If Preservation-in-Place or reburial is not feasible, all cultural material collected during the grading monitoring program shall be processed and curated according to the current professional repository standards in an Orange County curation facility that meets State Resources Department Office of Historic Preservation Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Resources (OHP 1993). The collections and associated records shall be transferred, including title and accompanied by payment of the fees necessary for permanent curation.

CUL-6: A Phase IV Monitoring Report, documenting the field and analysis results and interpreting the artifact and research data within the research context, shall be completed and submitted to the satisfaction of the Lead Agency prior to the issuance of any building permits. The report will include DPR Primary and Archaeological Site Forms. The Phase IV report shall be filed with the City under a confidential cover and not subject to Tribe(s).

CUL-7: Project related earth disturbance has the potential to unearth previously undiscovered human remains, resulting in a potentially significant impact. Pursuant to Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, if human remains are encountered during excavation activities, all work shall halt, and the County Coroner shall be notified. The Coroner would determine within two working days whether a cause of death investigation is necessary. If the Coroner determines that the remains are Native American, he/she would contact the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) within 24 hours. The NAHC would then, pursuant to California Public Resources Code, §5097.98, immediately identify the most likely descendant (MLD), who may inspect the remains and site of discovery and make recommendations for the treatment and/or disposition of the remains. The MLD shall make his/her recommendation within 48 hours of being granted access to the site. The MLD’s recommendation shall be followed, if feasible, and may include scientific removal and non destructive analysis of the human, preservation in place, and deeding the remains to the MLD for treatment. If no MLD is identified, the MLD fails to make a recommendation, or the landowner rejects the recommendation, the landowner shall rebury the remains with appropriate dignity on the property in a location that would not be subject to further subsurface disturbance.




	Areas of Controversy: None.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Game, Region 5

State Lands Commission






