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Notice of Determination Appendix D

To: From:

[=] Office of Planning and Research Public Agency: Water Resources Control Board
U.S. Mail- Street Address: Address: 1001 | Street, Sacramento CA, 95814
P.O. Box 3044 1400 Tenth St., Rm 113

Contact: Eric Bradbury
Phone:916-327-9401

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

[] County Clerk

County of: Lead Agency (if different from above):
Address:

Address:

Contact:

Phone:

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public
Resources Code.

State Clearinghouse Number (if submitted to State Clearinghouse):

Project Title: Phoenix Hydroelectric Project

Project Applicant: Pacific Gas and Electric Company

Project Location (include county): Tuolumne County, 10 miles northeast of the town of Sonora

Project Description:
Please see the attached document.

This is to advise that the State Water Resources Control Board has approved the above
([=] Lead Agency or [_] Responsible Agency)

described project on August 25, 2022 and has made the following determinations regarding the above
(date)

described project.

1. The project [[_] will [l will not] have a significant effect on the environment.

2. [] An Environmental Impact Report was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.
(M A Negative Declaration was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3. Mitigation measures [[_] were [H| were not] made a condition of the approval of the project.

4. A mitigation reporting or monitoring plan [[_] was [M] was not] adopted for this project.

5. A statement of Overriding Considerations [[_| was [M] was not] adopted for this project.

6. Findings [[_] were [H] were not] made pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

This is to certify that the final EIR with comments and responses and record of project approval, or the
negative Declaration, is available to the General Public at:

1001 | Street, Sacramento CA, 95814

Signature (Public Agency): / ]4‘? Title: Assistant Deputy Director

Date: August 25, 2022 Date Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083, Public Resources Code.
Reference Section 21000-21174, Public Resources Code. Revised 2011



Phoenix Hydroelectric Project Description (for Negative Declaration):

The Phoenix Hydroelectric Project (Project) is located along the South Fork Stanislaus
River in Tuolumne County, California approximately 10 miles northeast of the town of
Sonora. The Project provides water to the Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD), generates
power, and is required to meet streamflow requirements for the South Fork Stanislaus
River.

The major components of the Project include: Lyons Dam and Reservoir; a cushion
dam about 80 feet downstream of Lyons Dam; the Main Tuolumne Canal (MTC);
Phoenix Header Box (forebay to the powerhouse); a penstock; and the Phoenix
Powerhouse. Water enters the Project from the South Fork Stanislaus River and is
released from Lyons Dam (the uppermost Project component), either through the low-
level outlet or radial gates, from which water flows into a regulating reservoir impounded
by a cushion dam approximately 80 feet downstream of Lyons Dam. The water behind
the cushion dam is diverted into the MTC or discharged to the South Fork Stanislaus
River to meet instream flow requirements. The South Fork Stanislaus River
downstream of the cushion dam flows from an elevation of about 4,200 feet above
mean sea level (msl) to approximately 1,110 feet above msl at New Melones

Reservoir. Some of the water diverted into the MTC is delivered to TUD at multiple
locations along the MTC. Water that is not delivered to TUD along the MTC ultimately
reaches the Phoenix Powerhouse penstock and thereby the Phoenix Powerhouse.
From the Phoenix Powerhouse, water is discharged to Powerhouse Creek and
ultimately to TUD’s Phoenix Reservoir for consumptive use. Public recreational
opportunities in the Project boundary include day use areas with fishing opportunities at
Lyons Reservoir and the MTC section 4 ditch as well as various hiking trails.

Phoenix Powerhouse is located at the upper end of the Tuolumne Water System, a
domestic water supply system owned by TUD. Phoenix Powerhouse has an installed
generation capacity of 1.6 megawatts. PG&E is not proposing new developments;
however, PG&E is proposing to modify the existing Project boundary to encompass all
facilities necessary for operation and maintenance of the Project.
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