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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Laws Museum Track Expansion Project
	Lead Agency: Inyo County
	Contact Name: Cynthia Draper
	Email: cdraper@inyocounty.us
	Phone Number: 760-878-0265
	Project Location: Bishop, California                                                                                        Inyo
	Project Description: The project consists of the restoration of approximately 0.7-milesor 3,700-feet of
existing railroad grade and re-laying railroad track for a visitor use railcar.  The restoration of 
the existing RR grade directly south of the Laws Museum grounds will connect to the track currently 
being used for visitor rides and education.  The new track will run to just short of the McNally 
Return Ditch (aka Laws Ditch) and will not cross it. This will make the total distance of the train 
car rides approximately 1.25-miles.  The rides currently run every other weekend and some holidays 
for private events.

	Project's Effects: The survey identified an active Swainson's Hawk nest in a tree adjacent to the historic railroad grade approximately .7 mile south from the Museum grounds at the proposed terminus of the project. To prevent disturbance of the nesting birds during the nesting season, all construction within 1/2 miles of the nest will be terminated until after fledging. A Monitor will conduct surveys of the nesting site weekly beginning no more than 30-days prior to the spring nesting season and continue until after fledging is observed. The same restriction shall apply to any future train operations and the visitor rides will end ½-mile from the nest side until after fledging. 

The project is not proposed in an area that is included in a water quality control or sustainable ground water management plan. There are, however, vegetation monitoring sites established in the area for the City of Los Angeles/ Inyo County Long Term Water Agreement. One of the permanent transects used for this monitoring program (located on the west side of the grade) may be affected by the project. The grading permit will be conditioned with the project avoiding the monitoring sites and with contacting the Inyo County Water Department before construction to ensure the monitoring area is not impacted by the project. The applicant will also ensure that Water Department and LAD WP staff can enter the project area to conduct monitoring activities urifettered by cattle fencing by providing walkthroughs in the fencing. The applicant shall work with the County Water Department and LAD WP on the placement of these walkthroughs, prior to the completion of the project. 
	Areas of Controversy: 
	List of Agencies: 
Inyo County Planning Department
Fish and Game Region #6
Air resources Board
Forestry and Fire Protection, Dept. of
Water Resources, Dept. of



