
 

    

    
  

   
  

  
     

 

 
   

   
       
 

  
    

   
     

   

 
 

  

 
    

 

   

   
    

 

 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION/EXCLUSION FROM ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

Project Title: Loma Mar Pipeline Replacement and Water Plant Upgrade Project 

Project Location: The project site occupies an approximately 1-acre area of land, which includes 
staging areas and open-cut/directional bore trenches in the community of Loma 
Mar within greater San Mateo County. The project will take place throughout 
sections of the community, on the following roads: Buena Vista Rd, Redwood 
Avenue, Loma Mar Avenue, Pescadero Creek Rd., and Wurr Rd. Geographic 
coordinates are: 37°16′16″N 122°18′27″W 

Assessor's Parcel Numbers:      84011210, 84021140, 84021130, 84011320, 8411060, 84011070,
            84011310, 84011100, 84012100, 84023300, 84021110, 84012120, 

84012060, 84022100, 84102050, 84021010, 84021180, 840211160, 84021050, 
84021220, 84021080, 84030210, 84030200, 84030060, 84023080, 84023130, 
84023070, 84030190, 84023220,84023150, 84023100, 84023310, 84023090 

City and County: Unincorporated, San Mateo County 

Description of Nature and Purpose of Project: 
The project aims to replace the community of Loma Mar’s water distribution and supply pipelines which have 
experienced catastrophic leaks in recent years. The project will be accomplished by using open-cut trenching 
techniques/directional boring to install new HDPE pipelines and meters. The project will also upgrade the 
water treatment plant to replace antiquated systems and provide a generator backup. This project will improve 
water security for the community of Loma Mar and help protect streamflow in Pescadero Creek, especially 
during the summer months when stream flows are at their lowest levels, protecting habitat for native steelhead 
trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) and coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch). 

Name of Person, Board, Commission or Department Proposing to Carry Out Project: 
San Mateo Resource Conservation District 
Andrew Hall 
80 Stone Pine Road, Suite 100 
Half Moon Bay, CA 94019 

EXEMPT STATUS: 
X Categorical Exemption: Class 1, 2 and 4 [CEQA State Guidelines Sections 15301, 15302 and 15304] 

REMARKS: See next page. 

Contact Person: Andrew Hall Telephone: (650) 712-7765 x120 

06-17-2022 
Date of Determination: I do hereby certify that the above determination has been 

made pursuant to State and Local requirements. 

cc:            Andrew Hall

Andrew Hall, Senior Conservation Project Manager 



 

 
 

     

   

    

    

     

  

 

 
 

 

     

  

   

  

  

     

 

 

            
      

     
   

  
   

 
   

        
      

     
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

          
 

 
         

 
    

     
  

 
       

     
            

R E M A R K S : 

T hi s Pr oj e ct will r e pl a c e t h e c o m m u nit y of L o m a M ar’s w at er di stri b uti o n s yst e m t o cr e at e a m or e r esili e nt a n d 

d e p e n d a bl e w at er s u p pl y s yst e m f or t h e c o m m u nit y. T hi s Pr oj e ct f o c us es o n r e pl a ci n g t h e w at er s u p pl y a n d 

di stri b uti o n s yst e m wit hi n t h e c o m m u nit y of L o m a M ar. Pr oj e ct p art n ers h a v e cr e at e d pr oj e ct d esi g ns t o a d dr ess t h e 

pi p eli n e r e pl a c e m e nt a n d m e et L o m a M ar’s n e e d t o r e pl a c e t hi s pi p eli n e f or w at er s e c urit y a n d s yst e m o p er ati o ns 

T h e f oll o wi n g pr o vi d es a bri ef d es cri pti o n of t h e pr oj e ct, a n d a n e x pl a n at i o n f or w h y t h e pr oj e ct q u alifi es f or 

e x e m pti o n fr o m C E Q A e n vir o n m e nt al r e vi e w Cl ass 1 , Cl ass 2 a n d Cl ass 4 [ C E Q A St at e G ui d eli n es, S e cti o ns 

1 5 3 0 1, 1 5 3 0 2 a n d 1 5 3 0 4]. 

Pr oj e ct D es cri pti o n 

T h e S a n M at e o C o u nt y R es o ur c es C o ns er v ati o n Distri ct ( R C D), w or ki n g al o n gsi d e t h e L o m a M ar M ut u al W at er & 

I m pr o v e m e nt C o m p a n y ( L M M WI C), pl a n t o r e pl a c e a p pr o xi m at el y 1. 2 mil es of L M M WI C’s w at er s yst e m 

pi p eli n es w hi c h ar e l e a k y a n d s u bj e ct t o c at astr o p hi c f ail ur e. L M M W C s u p pli es w at er t o 3 6 h o o k u ps a n d t his n e w 

w at e r distri b uti o n s yst e m w o ul d c o n n e ct t h es e h o o k u ps t o f o ur n e w 4, 9 9 5- g all o n w at er t a n ks t h at w er e i nst all e d i n 

2 0 1 9, w hi c h r e pl a c e d a f aili n g 4 0, 0 0 0- g all o n w at er st or a g e t a n k. T hi s pr oj e ct w o ul d al s o u p gr a d e t h e i nt a k e s yst e m 

t o m e et c urr e nt st a n d ar ds, i nst all w at er m et ers, a n d pr o vi d e a g e n er at or a n d p o w er b a n k b a c k u p t o m ai nt ai n 

dri n ki n g w at er s u p pl y d uri n g p o w er o ut a g es. 

T h e g o al s f or t h e Pr oj e ct ar e t o: 1) pr o vi d e i m m e di at e r eli ef f or c o m m u nit y of L o m a M ar b y pr o vi di n g w at er 
s a vi n gs a n d s yst e m r eli a bili t y, 2) i m pr o v e w at er s e c urit y f or t h e c o m m u nit y i n t h e f a c e of t h e o n g oi n g a n d 
f ut ur e dr o u g ht s b y i nst alli n g a n e w hi g hl y effi ci e nt a n d r esili e nt w at er s yst e m, a n d  3) r e d u c e di v ersi o ns d u e 
t o s yst e m l e a ks a n d f ail ur es, li miti n g i m p a cts o n P es c a d er o Cr e e k f or t h e b e n efit of n ati v e st e el h e a d tr o ut 
(O n c or h y n c h us m y ki ss ) a n d c o h o s al m o n (O n c or h y n c h us kis ut c h ). T h e Pr oj e ct g o al s will b e a c c o m pli s h e d 
t hr o u g h o p e n-c ut tr e n c hi n g a n d/ or dir e cti o n al drilli n g al o n g e xi sti n g r o a d w a ys t o r e pl a c e t h e f aili n g pi p eli n es. 
T hi s will i m pr o v e w at er s e c urit y i n t h e f a c e of dr o u g ht a n d cli m at e c h a n g e b y pr o vi di n g a s e c ur e b a c k u p 
g e n er at or s yst e m, i nst alli n g a n e w p u m p s yst e m, r e d u ci n g p ersist e nt l e a ks, a n d l o w eri n g t h e c h a n c e of 
a d diti o n al c at astr o p hi c l e a ks i n t h e L M M WI C s yst e m t h at c a n r es ult i n t h e l oss of w at er f or t h e c o m m u nit y. 
T hi s pr oj e ct will h el p pr ot e ct str e a mfl o w i n P es c a d er o Cr e e k, es p e ci all y d uri n g t h e s u m m er m o nt hs w h e n 
str e a m fl o ws ar e at t h eir l o w est l e v el s. T h es e eff ort s will pr ot e ct h a bit at f or n ati v e st e el h e a d tr o ut 
(O n c or h y n c h us m y ki ss ) a n d c o h o s al m o n (O n c or h y n c h us kis ut c h ). 

Cl ass 1 ( C E Q A St at e G ui d eli n es, S e cti o n 1 5 3 0 1) 

Cl ass 1 c o nsi st s of t h e o p er ati o n, r e p air, m ai nt e n a n c e, p er mitti n g, l e asi n g, li c e nsi n g, or mi n or alt er ati o n of e xi sti n g 
p u bli c or pri v at e st r u ct ur es, f a ciliti es, m e c h a ni c al e q ui p m e nt, or t o p o gr a p hi c al f e at ur es, i n v ol vi n g n e gli gi bl e or n o 
e x p a nsi o n of e xisti n g or f or m er us e. T h e t y p es of “ e xi sti n g f a ciliti es ” it e mi z e d b el o w ar e n ot i nt e n d e d t o b e all-
i n cl usi v e of t h e t y p es of pr oj ect s w hi c h mi g ht f all wit hi n Cl ass 1. T h e k e y c o nsi d er ati o n i s w h et h er t h e pr oj e ct 
i n v ol v es n e gli gi bl e or n o e x p a nsi o n of us e. 

E x a m pl es of t hi s e x e m pti o n t h at t hi s pr oj e ct i s m ost r el at e d t o i n cl u d e, b ut n ot li mit e d t o: 

( d) R est or ati o n or r e h a bilit ati o n of d et eri or at e d or d a m a g e d st r u ct ur es, f a ciliti es, or m e c h a ni c al e q ui p m e nt t o m e et 
c urr e nt st a n d ar ds of p u bli c h e alt h a n d s af et y, u nl ess it i s d et er mi n e d t h at t h e d a m a g e w as s u bst a nti al a n d r es ult e d 
f r o m a n e n vi r o n m e nt al h az ar d s u c h as e art h q u a k e, l a n dsli d e, or fl o o d; 

T h e pr oj e ct will r e pl a c e  a p pr o xi m at el y 1. 2 mi of a n e xi sti n g w at er s yst e m pi p eli n es t h at h a v e d et eri or at e d a n d h a v e 
e x p eri e n c e d c hr o ni c l e a ks a n d c at astr o p hi c st or a g e l oss es. T h e pr oj e ct will als o r e pl a c e o ut d at e d w at er tr e at m e nt 
f a ciliti es. T h er e will b e n o e x p a nsi o n of us e f or t h e L L M W IC’ s w at er s yst e m t hr o u g h t hi s pr oj e ct. 
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Cl ass 2 ( C E Q A St at e G ui d eli n es, S e cti o n 1 5 3 0 2) 

Cl ass 2 c o nsi st s of r e pl a c e m e nt or r e c o nst r u cti o n of e xi sti n g str u ct ur es a n d f a ciliti es w h er e t h e n e w st r u ct ur e will 
b e l o c at e d o n t h e s a m e sit e as t h e st r u ct ur e r e pl a c e d a n d will h a v e s u bst a nti all y t h e s a m e p ur p os e a n d c a p a cit y as 
t h e st r u ct ur e r e pl a c e d, i n cl u di n g b ut n ot li mit e d t o: 

T h e f oll o wi n g b ull ets li st t h e crit eri a f or pr oj e ct s t o m e et C at e g ori c al E x e m pti o n 1 5 3 0 2 as d es cri b e d i n t h e C E Q A 

St at ut e a n d G ui d eli n es 

( c) R e pl a c e m e nt or r e c o nstr u cti o n of e xisti n g utilit y s yst e ms a n d/ or f a ciliti es i n v ol vi n g n e gli gi bl e or n o e x p a nsi o n 
of c a p a cit y. 

T h e pr oj e ct will r e pl a c e e xisti n g w at erli n es a n d w at er tr e at m e nt pl a nt c o m p o n e nt s t h at h a v e d et eri or at e d wit hi n t h e 

L M M WI C w at er s yst e m. T h e n e w li n es a n d c o m p o n e nt s will s er v e t h e s a m e p ur p os e as t h e e xi sti n g s yst e m a n d 

will h a v e si mil ar c a p a cit y . 

(f) A d diti o n of s af et y or h e alt h pr ot e cti o n d e vi c es f or us e d uri n g c o nstr u cti o n of or i n c o nj u n cti o n wit h e xisti n g 

st r u ct ur es, f a ciliti es, or m e c h a ni c al e q ui p m e nt, or t o p o gr a p hi c f e at ur es i n cl u di n g n a vi g ati o n al d e vi c es; 

T h e pr oj e ct will i nst all a n e w g e n er at or a n d/ or b att er y b a c k u p t o m ai nt ai n dri n ki n g w at er s u p pl y d uri n g 
p o w er o ut a g es a n d pr ot e ct p u bli c h e alt h. 

Cl ass 4 ( C E Q A St at e G ui d eli n es, S e cti o n 1 5 3 0 4) 

Cl ass 4 c o nsi st s of mi n or p u bli c or pri v at e alt er ati o ns i n t h e c o n diti o n of l a n d, w at er, a n d/ or v e g et ati o n 
w hi c h d o n ot i n v ol v e r e m o v al of h e alt h y, m at ur e, s c e ni c t r e es e x c e pt f or f or est r y or a gri c ult ur al p ur p os es. 

E x a m pl es of t hi s e x e m pti o n t h at t hi s pr oj e ct i s m ost r el at e d t o i n cl u d e, b ut ar e n ot li mit e d t o: 

(f) Mi n or t r e n c hi n g a n d b a c kfilli n g w h er e t h e s urf a c e is r est or e d; 

T h e pr oj e ct i n cl u d es mi n or tr e n c hi n g a n d b a c kfilli n g t h at will i m p a ct l ess t h a n 1- a cr e of l a n d. B est 
m a n a g e m e nt pr a cti c es will b e i m pl e m e nt e d d uri n g c o nstr u cti o n a n d all s urf a c es will b e r est or e d t o pr e -
pr oj e ct c o n diti o n .  
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