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NOTICE OF CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

Sonoma County proposes to carry out the following project. Pursuant to Section 23A-11 of the Sonoma 
County Code, it has been determined that this project is categorically exempt from the requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): 

Project Title: 2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Lead Agency / County Agency of Filing: Sonoma County 
Project Proponent (Applicant): Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works 
Applicant Address: 2300 County Center Drive, Suite B100, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Project Location: Various roadways within the Sonoma County Right of Way 
Date of Approval:  04/18/2022
Exemption Filed With: Sonoma County Clerk 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

The Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works will improve a series of roadways 
under the jurisdiction of Sonoma County. A total of 31 roadways will be improved as a result of the 
project. The total section of roadways to be improved by this project is approximately 42.30 miles in 
length. The project is funded by Sonoma County. The primary goal of the project is to improve roadways 
and bring them up to current safety standards. The improvement work will include placement of an 
asphalt overlay on 30 roadways (totaling 42.26 miles in length) and removal and replacement of asphalt 
concrete on one (1) roadway (totaling 0.04 mile in length). The project would also place thermoplastic 
traffic stripes and/or pavement markers on most of the project roadways. Additionally, metal beam guard 
rail will be replaced if necessary to bring the roadways up to current standards. All work will occur 
within the roadway prism. Refer to Attachment A for a location map and a table with a summary of each 
roadway location and treatment. Attachment B provides photographs showing the existing conditions of 
the project roadways. Attachment C provides the preliminary site plans for the project roadways, which 
includes proposed project work for each roadway. 

The project may require staging areas. The contractor may use road shoulder pull offs for staging if 
spaces are available. Portions of some roadways will likely need to be closed due to narrow width. 
However, these roadways will only be closed when necessary and will be open for emergency vehicles 
and local traffic to pass at all times. Construction area and project information signs will be posted near 
the roadways prior to and during construction to inform the public. Refer to Attachment A for the list of 
roadways that may require closure during construction. 

Minor clearing and grubbing, and tree pruning at the edge of pavement will be performed as needed. If 
necessary, trees and bushes will be trimmed back no more than 15 feet above paved surface and three (3) 
feet out from the edge of pavement. 





 

Attachment A Location Map and Table 
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Figure 1.  Location Map1 

 
1 Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works. January 2022. 
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Table 1.  Summary of Roadways Information2 

Road name Road 
ID 

Location From 
(Post Mile) 

To 
(Post 
Mile) 

Length 
(mile) 

Treatment Road 
Closure?  

Adine Court 66076 Sylvia Drive to Cul De Sac, Glen 
Ellen 

10.00 10.15 0.15 Asphalt Overlay No 

Alpine Road 87001 Calistoga Road to end of County 
Maintained Road, Santa Rosa 

10.00 10.86 0.86 Asphalt Overlay No 

Bardy Road 66082 Old Bennett Ridge Road to 
Bennett Ridge Road, Santa Rosa 

10.00 11.35 1.35 Asphalt Overlay No 

Bennett 
Ridge Road 

66081B End of County Maintained Road 
to End of County Maintained 
Road, Santa Rosa 

20.00 20.69 0.69 Asphalt Overlay No 

Bonnie Way 66074 Dunbar Drive to Sylvia Drive, 
Glen Ellen 

10.00 10.40 0.40 Asphalt Overlay No 

Bristol Road 66063 End of County Maintained Road 
to Keiser Road, Kenwood 

10.00 10.42 0.42 Asphalt Overlay No 

Castle Road 55044 Seventh Street E to End of 
County Maintained Road, 
Sonoma 

10.00 10.54 0.54 Asphalt Overlay No 

Cavedale 
Road 

66032 Highway 12 to Trinity Road, 
Sonoma and Glen Ellen 

10.00 17.50 7.50 Asphalt Overlay Yes 

Donner Drive 88060 Wilshire Drive to Cul De Sac, 
Santa Rosa 

10.00 10.29 0.29 Asphalt Overlay No 

Dunbar 
Road 

66056 Arnold Drive to Highway 12, Glen 
Ellen 

10.00 11.65 1.65 Asphalt Overlay No 

Henno Road 66049 Odonnell Lane to Dunbar Road, 
Glen Ellen 

10.00 11.87 1.87 Asphalt Overlay No 

Keiser Road 66062 End County Maintained Road to 
Lawndale Road, Kenwood 

10.00 10.31 0.31 Asphalt Overlay No 

Kennilworth 
Avenue 

76018 End of County Maintained Road 
to Mervin Avenue, Kenwood 

10.00 10.69 0.69 Asphalt Overlay Yes  

Lawndale 
Road 

76023 Warm Springs Road to Schultz 
Road, Kenwood 

10.00 11.72 1.72 Asphalt Overlay No 

Los Alamons 
Road 

77005 City of Santa Rosa Limits to End 
of County Maintained Road, 
Santa Rosa 

10.94 15.00 4.06 Asphalt Overlay Yes 

Lovall Valley 
Road 

55040B Seventh Street E to Napa County 
Line, Sonoma 

10.61 13.56 2.95 Asphalt Overlay No 

Mervin 
Avenue 

76017 End of County Maintained Road 
to Warm Springs Road, Kenwood 

10.00 10.25 0.25 Asphalt Overlay Yes 

Moon 
Mountain 
Drive 

66031 Highway 12 to End of County 
Maintained Road, Sonoma 

10.00 11.52 1.52 Asphalt Overlay No 

Mountain 
Home Ranch 
Road 

87002 End of County Maintained to 
Petrified Forest Road, Calistoga 

20.00 22.05 2.05 Asphalt Overlay No 

Nelligan 
Road 

66059 Nuns Canyon Road to End of 
County Maintained Road, Glen 
Ellen 

10.00 12.20 2.20 Asphalt Overlay Yes 

O’Donnell 
Lane 

66048 End of County Maintained Road 
to Arnold Drive, Glen Ellen 

10.00 10.33 0.33 Asphalt Overlay 
0.29 mile; 
Removal and 
Replacement of 
Asphalt 
Concrete 0.04 
mile. 

Yes 

 
2 Sonoma County Department of Transportation and Public Works. On-Call Contract Task Order Request for Proposal Package. November 2021. 
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Road name Road 
ID 

Location From 
(Post Mile) 

To 
(Post 
Mile) 

Length 
(mile) 

Treatment Road 
Closure?  

Old Bennett 
Ridge Road 

66081A Bennett Valley Road to End of 
County Maintained Road, Santa 
Rosa 

10.00 10.70 0.70 Asphalt Overlay No 

Riebli Road 88001 Hidden Hills Drive to Wallace 
Road, Santa Rosa 

11.62 12.53 0.91 Asphalt Overlay No 

Rollo Road 66097 Old Bennett Ridge Road to 
Bennett Ridge Road, Santa Rosa 

10.00 10.66 0.66 Asphalt Overlay No 

Schultz 
Road 

66064 Bristol Road to Lawndale Road, 
Kenwood 

10.00 11.24 1.24 Asphalt Overlay Yes 

Sylvia Drive 66075 Dunbar Drive to Highway 12, Glen 
Ellen 

10.00 10.25 0.25 Asphalt Overlay No 

Thornsberry 
Road 

55043 End of County Maintained to 
Lovall Valley Road, Sonoma 

10.00 11.13 1.13 Asphalt Overlay No 

Trinity Road 6603 Manzanita Lane to Napa County 
Line, Glen Ellen 

12.08 14.75 2.67 Asphalt Overlay No 

Trinity Road 66057 Dunbar Road to Highway 12, 
Glen Ellen 

9.68 10.00 0.32 Asphalt Overlay No 

Wallace 
Road 

77067 City of Santa Rosa Limits to End 
of County Maintained Road, 
Santa Rosa 

10.20 11.75 1.55 Asphalt Overlay No 

Wood Valley 
Road 

55042 End of County Maintained Road 
to Lovall Valley Road, Sonoma 

10.00 11.08 1.08 Asphalt Overlay No 

Total 42.30 miles 

 



Attachment B Existing Conditions of Project Roadways 



2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 

Figure

Adine Court (Road ID: 66076) – Sylvia Drive to Cul De Sac, Glen Ellen. Length: 0.15 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

1. Adine Court



Figure

Alpine Road (Road ID: 87001) - Calistoga Road to End of County Maintained Road, 
Santa Rosa. Length: 0.86 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

2. Alpine Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Bardy Road (Road ID: 66082) - Old Bennett Ridge Road to Bennett Ridge Road, Santa Rosa.
Length: 1.35 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

3. Bardy Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Bennett Ridge Road (Road ID: 66081B) - End of County Maintained Road to End of County 
Maintained Road, Santa Rosa. Length: 0.69 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

4. Bennett Ridge Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Bonnie Way (Road ID: 66074) – Dunbar Drive to Sylvia Drive, Glen Ellen. Length: 0.40 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

5. Bonnie Way

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Bristol Road (Road ID: 66063) - End of County Maintained Road to Keiser Road, Kenwood. 
Length: 0.42 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

6. Bristol Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Castle Road (Road ID: 55044) - Seventh Street E to End of County Maintained Road, Sonoma. 
Length: 0.54 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

7. Castle Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Cavedale Road (Road ID: 66032) - Highway 12 to Trinity Road, Sonoma and Glen Ellen. 
Length: 7.50 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

8. Cavedale Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Donner Road (Road ID: 88060) - Wilshire Drive to Cul De Sac, Santa Rosa. Length: 0.29 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

9. Donner Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Dunbar Road (Road ID: 66056) – Arnold Drive to Highway 12, Glen Ellen. Length: 1.65 Miles. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

10. Dunbar Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Henno Road (Road ID: 66049) – O’Donnell Lane to Dunbar Road, Glen Ellen. Length: 1.87 Miles. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

11. Henno Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Keiser Road (Road ID: 66062) - End County Maintained Road to Lawndale Road, 
Kenwood. Length: 0.31 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

12. Keiser Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Kennilworth Avenue (Road ID: 76018) - End of County Maintained Road to Mervin Avenue, 
Kenwood. Length: 0.69 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

13. Kennilworth Avenue

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Lawndale Road (Road ID: 76023) - Warm Springs Road to Schultz Road, Kenwood. 
Length: 1.72 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

14. Lawndale Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Los Alamos Road (Road ID: 77005) - City of Santa Rosa Limits to End of County Maintained Road, 
Santa Rosa. Length: 4.06 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

15. Los Alamos Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Lovall Valley Road (Road ID: 55040B) - Seventh Street E to Napa County Line, Sonoma.
Length: 2.95 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

16. Lovall Valley Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Mervin Avenue (Road ID: 76017) - End of County Maintained Road to Warm Springs Road, Kenwood. 
Length: 0.25 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

17. Mervin Avenue

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Moon Mountain Drive (Road ID: 66031) - Highway 12 to End of County Maintained Road, Sonoma. 
Length: 1.52 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

18. Moon Mountain Drive

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Mountain Home Ranch Roach (Road ID: 87002) - End of County Maintained to Petrified Forest 
Road, Calistoga. Length: 2.05 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

19. Mountain Home Ranch Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Nelligan Road (Road ID: 66059) – Nuns Canyon Road to End of County Maintained Road, Glen Ellen. 
Length: 2.20 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

20. Nelligan Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

O’Donnell Lane (Road ID: 66048) - End of County Maintained Road to Arnold Drive, Glen Ellen. 
Length: 0.33 Mile. Treatment: Removal and Replacement of Asphalt Concrete; Asphalt Overlay.

21. O’Donnell Lane

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Old Bennett Ridge Road (Road ID: 66081A) - Bennett Valley Road to End of County Maintained Road, 
Santa Rosa. Length: 0.70 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

22. Old Bennett Ridge Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Riebli Road (Road ID: 88001) - Hidden Hills Drive to Wallace Road, Santa Rosa. Length: 0.91 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

23. Riebli Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Rollo Road (Road ID: 66097) - Old Bennett Ridge Road to Bennett Ridge Road, Santa Rosa. 
Length: 0.66 Mile. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

24. Rollo Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Schultz Road (Road ID: 66064) - Bristol Road to Lawndale Road, Kenwood. Length: 1.24 Miles. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

25. Schultz Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Sylvia Drive (Road ID: 66075) – Dunbar Drive to Highway 12, Glen Ellen. Length: 0.25 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

26. Sylvia Drive

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Thornsberry Road (Road ID: 55043) - End of County Maintained to Lovall Valley Road, Sonoma 
Length: 1.13 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

27. Thornsberry Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Trinity Road (Road ID: 6603) - Manzanita Lane to Napa County Line, Glen Ellen. Length: 2.67 Miles. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

28. Trinity Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Trinity Road (Road ID: 66057) – Dunbar Road to Highway 12, Glen Ellen. Length: 0.32 Mile. 
Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

29. Trinity Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Wallace Road (Road ID: 77067) - City of Santa Rosa Limits to End of County Maintained Road, Santa 
Rosa. Length: 1.55 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

30. Wallace Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 



Figure

Wood Valley Road (Road ID: 55042) - End of County Maintained Road to Lovall Valley Road, Sonoma. 
Length: 1.08 Miles. Treatment: Asphalt Overlay

31. Wood Valley Road

2017 Fire Debris Damaged Roads Paving Project 
Sonoma County, California 
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CONSTRUCTION AREA SIGN, PROJECT INFO SIGN, AND PCMS SUMMARY

TYPICAL CONSTRUCTION SIGN PLACEMENT

ROAD
WORK
AHEAD

URBAN AREA RURAL AREA

ROAD
WORK
AHEAD

ROAD
WORK
AHEAD

END
ROAD WORK

LEGEND

ROAD TYPE
DISTANCE BETWEEN SIGNS**

A B C
URBAN - 25 MPH or LESS*** 100 Ft 100 Ft 100 Ft

URBAN - MORE THAN 25 MPH
TO 40 MPH*** 250 Ft 250 Ft 250 Ft

URBAN - MORE THAN 40
MPH*** 350 Ft 350 Ft 350 Ft

RURAL 500 Ft 500 Ft 500 Ft

EXPRESSWAY/FREEWAY 1,000 Ft 1,500 Ft 2,640 Ft

TABLE 6H-3. RECOMMENDED ADVANCE WARNING SIGN SPACING
CALIFORNIA MUTCD 2014 EDITION (PAGE 1136)

**

***
ADVANCE WARNING SIGN SPACING
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DETOUR PLAN
CAVEDALE RD (66032)

CAVEDALE ROAD

 DETOUR SIGNS

SIGN LETTER SIGN CODE SIGN MESSAGE
TOTAL

NUMBER
OF SIGNS

M4-10R DETOUR ARROW (RIGHT) 2

M4-10L DETOUR ARROW (LEFT) 1

M4-8A END DETOUR 2
SC3(CA) DETOUR ARROW (STRAIGHT) 1

A

B

C

D

C

A

A

B

C

D

LEGEND

PROJECT AREA

DETOUR ROUTE

POST MOUNTED SIGN - SINGLE POST 

1. FLASHERS USED AS NECESSARY ON TYPE III BARRICADES AS DIRECTED BY ENGINEER.
2. SIGN PANELS AND DETOUR SIGNAGE SHALL BE PER THE CURRENT CALIFORNIA

MANUAL ON TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES AND AS DIRECTED BY THE ENGINEER.
3. CONTRACTOR SHALL REMOVE DETOUR SIGNS UPON OPENING ROAD TO THRU

TRAFFIC.
4. PAYMENT FOR DETOUR SIGNS AND ROAD CLOSURE SIGNS IS INCLUDED IN THE LUMP

SUM PRICE PAID FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEM.

DETOUR PLAN SIGNING NOTES
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PM 10.00

END
PM 10.29

DONNER DR  (88060)
POST MILE 10.00-10.29

TYPICAL SECTION
NTS

LAYOUT
DONNER DR (88060)

DONNER DRIVE
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NTS

ODONNELL LN (66048)
POST MILE 10.00-10.29

TRINITY RD (66057)
POST MILE 9.68-10.00

BONNIE WAY (66074)
POST MILE 10.00-10.40

ADINE CT (66076)
POST MILE 10.00-10.15

HENNO RD (66049)
POST MILE 10.00-11.87

BO
N

N
IE W

AY

ADINE COURT

BEGIN
PM 10.00

SYLVIA D
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IVE
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HENNO ROAD
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BEGIN
PM 9.68

BEGIN
PM 10.00

        END
    PM 10.33

SYLVIA DR (66075)
POST MILE 10.00-10.25

DUNBAR RD (66056)
POST MILE 10.00-11.65

DUNBAR ROAD

BEGIN
PM 10.00

END
PM 10.15

END
PM 10.25

END
PM 10.40END

PM 10.00

        END
PM 11.87

        END
PM 11.65

BEGIN
PM 10.00
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Attachment D Exemption Language and Exceptions 
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Reasons why project is exempt: 

The project will be exempt from CEQA per Section 21000-21177, Public Resources Code; Title 
14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15000-15387, California Code of Regulations due to the 
following exemption.  Refer to the next section for the complete description of the exemption. 

15301. Existing Facilities  

The proposed project includes improvement of 31 roadways, as listed in Table 1 of Attachment 
A. Sonoma County will place an asphalt overlay and replace asphalt concrete on roadways. Metal 
beam guard rail will be replaced as well if necessary to bring the roadways up to current 
standards. The improvement will not encourage further growth as no additional automobile lanes 
will be created. The project will merely provide improvements to the existing roadways in order to 
meet current safety standards. Therefore, the project is consistent with the example provided in 
15301(c) of the CEQA Guidelines, in combination with 15301(d) and 15301(f), as the project will 
result in no expansion of capacity since no additional automobile lanes will be created and repair 
and maintenance to the structures will improve safety. 

15300.2. Exceptions 

Even if a project is ordinarily exempt under the potential categorical exemption, CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15300.2 and Public Resource Code Section 21084 provides specific instances where 
exceptions to the otherwise applicable exemptions apply. The exceptions and response to each 
exception are as follows: 

1. Cumulative Impact: The exemption is inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 
successive programs of the same type and in the same place over time is significant. 
Response: No other work or projects of the same type are planned for the project 
roadways. The project will not result in significant cumulative impacts.  
 

2. Significant Effect: A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity when there is 
reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due 
to unusual circumstances. 
Response: There are no unusual circumstances associated with the project that will result 
in a significant effect on the environment. The project will occur within existing disturbed 
roadways. There are no sensitive habitats within the project roadways that will be 
impacted by the project. The project will not result in a significant effect on the environment 
due to unusual circumstances.  
 

3. Scenic Highways: A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project that may result 
in damage to scenic resources, but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock 
outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway that has been officially designated as 
a State Scenic Highway. 
Response: As shown in Figure 1 of Attachment A, several project roadways are located 
adjacent to Highway 12. The segment of Highway 12 immediately east of Dunbar Road, 
Sylvia Drive, Bonnie Way, and Trinity Road is officially designated as a State Scenic 
Highway.1 However, the project will not involve work within Highway 12. The project work 

 
1 California Department of Transportation. California State Scenic Highway Map. Website: 
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will occur within existing roadways and will not significantly impact trees, historic buildings, 
or rock outcroppings. The project will not result in damage to scenic resources within a 
State Scenic Highway.  
 

4. Hazardous Waste Sites: A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located 
on a site that is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the 
Government Code. 
Response: The project roadways are not listed as hazardous material sites complied 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. One (1) former leaking underground 
storage tank (LUST) site is located on Castle Road between Seventh Street E and Lovall 
Valley Road. The cleanup status for the LUST site was completed and closed in 1997.2 
The project will not be precluded from being categorically exempt per this exception. 
 

5. Historical Resources: A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project that may 
cause a substantial adverse change in the significant of a historical resource. 
Response: The project will involve placement or replacement of asphalt overlay and/or 
improvement of metal beam guard rail within previously disturbed roadways. There are no 
known archeological, cultural, or Native American resources within the project roadways. 
The project will not have any significant impacts on historic and/or historical archaeological 
resources.  

 
 

  

 
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa. 
Accessed January 18, 2022.  
2 State Water Resources Control Board. Buena Vista Vineyards (T0609700792). Website: 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T0609700792. Accessed: January 14, 2022. 

https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116f1aacaa
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/profile_report.asp?global_id=T0609700792
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Exemption Language 
 

Section 21000-21177, Public Resources Code; Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15000-
15387, California Code of Regulations 
 
15301. EXISTING FACILITIES 

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types 
of “existing facilities” itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects 
which might fall within Class 1. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible 
or no expansion of use. 
Examples include but are not limited to: 
(a) Interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and 

electrical conveyances; 
(b) Existing facilities of both investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide electric power, 

natural gas, sewerage, or other public utility services; 
(c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar 

facilities (this includes road grading for the purpose of public safety), and other alterations 
such as the addition of bicycle facilities, including but not limited to bicycle parking, bicycle-
share facilities and bicycle lanes, transit improvements such as bus lanes, pedestrian 
crossings, street trees, and other similar alterations that do not create additional automobile 
lanes); 

(d) Restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical 
equipment to meet current standards of public health and safety, unless it is determined that 
the damage was substantial and resulted from an environmental hazard such as 
earthquake, landslide, or flood; 

(e) Additions to existing structures provided that the addition will not result in an increase of 
more than: 
(1) 50 percent of the floor area of the structures before the addition, or 2,500 square feet, 

whichever is less; or 
(2) 10,000 square feet if: 

(A) The project is in an area where all public services and facilities are available to allow 
for maximum development permissible in the General Plan and 

(B) The area in which the project is located is not environmentally sensitive. 
(f) Addition of safety or health protection devices for use during construction of or in conjunction 

with existing structures, facilities, or mechanical equipment, or topographical features 
including navigational devices; 

(g) New copy on existing on and off-premise signs; 
(h) Maintenance of existing landscaping, native growth, and water supply reservoirs (excluding 

the use of pesticides, as defined in Section 12753, Division 7, Chapter 2, Food and 
Agricultural Code); 

(i) Maintenance of fish screens, fish ladders, wildlife habitat areas, artificial wildlife waterway 
devices, streamflows, springs and waterholes, and stream channels (clearing of debris) to 
protect fish and wildlife resources; 

(j) Fish stocking by the California Department of Fish and Game; 
(k) Division of existing multiple family or single-family residences into common-interest 

ownership and subdivision of existing commercial or industrial buildings, where no physical 
changes occur which are not otherwise exempt; 

(l) Demolition and removal of individual small structures listed in this subdivision: 
(1) One single-family residence. In urbanized areas, up to three single-family residences 

may be demolished under this exemption. 
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(2) A duplex or similar multifamily residential structure. In urbanized areas, this exemption 
applies to duplexes and similar structures where not more than six dwelling units will be 
demolished. 

(3) A store, motel, office, restaurant, or similar small commercial structure if designed for an 
occupant load of 30 persons or less. In urbanized areas, the exemption also applies to 
the demolition of up to three such commercial buildings on sites zoned for such use. 

(4) Accessory (appurtenant) structures including garages, carports, patios, swimming pools, 
and fences. 

(m) Minor repairs and alterations to existing dams and appurtenant structures under the 
supervision of the Department of Water Resources. 

(n) Conversion of a single-family residence to office use. 
(o) Installation, in an existing facility occupied by a medical waste generator, of a steam 

sterilization unit for the treatment of medical waste generated by that facility provided that 
the unit is installed and operated in accordance with the Medical Waste Management Act 
(Section 117600, et seq., of the Health and Safety Code) and accepts no offsite waste. 

(p) Use of a single-family residence as a small family day care home, as defined in Section 
1596.78 of the Health and Safety Code. 
 




