
 

Notice of Exemption    

 
Project Title:  Pioneer Inn and Suites (Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification 

No. AMA-26047-R2) 

 

Project Location: The project is located at Pioneer Creek, in the County of Amador, State of 

California; Latitude 38.428915, Longitude -120.581471 (WGS 84 datum, decimal degrees). 

Project Description:  The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake and 

Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification Number AMA-26047-R2, pursuant to Section 

1602 of the Fish and Game Code to the project Applicant, Randy Babcock. 

The project is limited to the removal of sediment and cattails from Pioneer Creek. The work will be 

completed using a backhoe. The project’s goal is to increase the potential volume along an 

approximately 150-foot-long portion of Pioneer Creek to prevent future flooding. The estimated 

average width of the channel excavation will be approximately 8-feet and the approximate depth of 

excavation will be approximately 1-foot, totaling approximately 45-cubic-yards of sediment removal.  

Work will be conducted when the creek is dry, or with a water diversion in place. Performing a water 

diversion will require amphibian surveys during the appropriate times of year, and prior to starting 

project activities. The work will be conducted using a backhoe and will take approximately two days to 

complete. The backhoe will be stored in previously disturbed areas at least 150-feet from the stream 

and will be used from the shoreline of the stream. The backhoe will not drive through the bed of the 

stream and will be operated from unvegetated or previously disturbed portions of the streambank. 

Removed sediment will not be stored within 150-feet of the stream to prevent unintended runoff.  

Public Agency Approving Project:  CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying out Project:  Randy Babcock 

Exempt Status: 

  Categorical Exemption. Type – Class (4); California Code of Regulations, title 14, sections 

(15304) 

Reasons why project is exempt: The project is exempt under section 15304 because it involves 

minor alterations to land which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, or scenic trees. 

CDFW Contact Person:  Zach Kearns, Environmental Scientist, (916) 358-1134 

 
Signature: _________________________________    Date: ______________________ 
Kelley Barker, Environmental Program Manager 

To: From:   

Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife 
For U.S. Mail: 1701 Nimbus Road 
P.O. Box 3044 Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 
Sacramento, CA  95812-3044   
 
Street Address: 

  

1400 Tenth Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814  
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