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SCH # 2022020528

Project Title: West False River Drought Salinity Barrier

Lead Agency: California Department of Water Resources, Division of Operations and Maintenance

Contact Name: Robert Trang
Email: "obert.trang@water.ca.gov Phone Number- 916-902-9896
Project Location: Contra Costa County

City County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

[The proposed project consists of a temporary barrier in the West False River that DWR may install up to two times
between 2023 to 2032, including consecutive years, if drought conditions occur, for a period of up to 20 months. In the
years where the barrier is installed, DWR would construct the barrier no sooner than April 1 and remove the barrier by
November 30 of the subsequent year or the same year, when DWR determines the barrier is no longer needed based on
hydrologic conditions. The approximately 800-foot-long barrier would consist of approximately 84,000 cubic yards of
well-graded 18-inch minus embankment rock extending from the Jersey Island levee on the south side of West False
River to the Bradford Island levee on the north side. Depending on drought conditions, if the barrier is left in a
subsequent year a notch may be constructed in the middle portion of the barrier in January after the installation year to
allow for fish passage and vessel navigation through West False River and the notch would be refilled as early as the
first week of April. DWR would also install three water quality monitoring stations in Woodward Cut (one monitoring
station) and Railroad Cut (two monitoring stations) with the next installation of the drought salinity barrier.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Air quality impacts: implement mitigation measures (Mitigation Measures AQ-1 through AQ-4) to implement fugitive dust
control measures during construction, use verified diesel emissions control strategies, meet tugboat and derrick barge
engine requirements, and offset NOx emmisions.

Potential to disturb special-status species and their habitat, nesting birds, riparian habitat, wetlands and waters of the
United States and State, and impact water quality: implement mitigation measures (Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through
BIO-11) to avoid, minimize, and/or compensate for the loss of sensitive habitats and special-status species.

Potential to unearth, expose, or disturb previously unidentified subsurface cultural resources: implement mitigation
measures (Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-4) that require cultural resources awareness and sensitivity
training for project personnel and that include a protocol for unanticipated discovery of Native American resources,
historic-era archaeological resources, submerged cultural resources or human remains.

Potential to degrade surface water quality or result in erosion or siltation: implement mitigation

measures (HYDRO-1, BIO-8, BIO-9) and protective environmental measures (2.5.1) that require monitoring water
velocity near levees and scour in the vicinity of the barrier with the notch in place, implementation of a water quality
control plan and water quality monitoring program, and turbidity monitoring.

Potential to unearth, expose, or disturb previously unidentified subsurface tribal cultural resources: implement mitigation
measures (Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-4) that require cultural resources awareness and sensitivity training
for project personnel and that include a protocol for unanticipated discovery of indigenous cultural resources.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The proposed project's areas of controversy and issues raised by agencies and the public include: special-status plant,
fish and wildlife species; changes to surface water elevations and increased water temperatures; harmful algal blooms
and invasive aquatic weeds; impacts on neighboring levees; recreational boating; tribal consultation; project alternatives;
cumulative analysis, and permit requirements.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

National Marine Fisheries Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

U.S. Coast Guard

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California State Lands Commission

State Water Resources Control Board/Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Office of Historic Preservation

Delta Stewardship Council
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