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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Downtown Madera Capital Preventative Maintenance and Road Diet
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation
	Contact Name: Chelsea Starr
	Email: chelsea.starr@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (559) 383-5432
	Project Location: City of Madera, Madera County
	Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is proposing to replace distressed pavement, update existing facilities, install Complete Streets features, and implement a “Road Diet” (reducing the number of lanes from four to two from E Street to Fig Street and adding a two-way left-turn lane in the center of the roadway and Class II bike lanes on both sides of the roadway) on State Route 145 in the City of Madera in Madera County between Avenue 13 and the BNSF Railway underpass. Transportation Management System work includes installing accessible pedestrian signals, replacing damaged loop detectors, installing new loop stations, replacing roadside sign panels, and installing cameras. Additional Complete Streets elements may include but are not limited to installing bike parking, new or upgraded transit stations, shades, benches, bulb-outs, sidewalks, and Americans with Disabilities Act ramps. Lastly, several existing crosswalks would be replaced with high-visibility crosswalks.
	Project's Effects: The project would not have significant or potentially significant effects.

The project would have no effect on agriculture and forest resources, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, paleontological resources, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, and wildfires.

The project would have no significant effect on aesthetics, greenhouse gas emissions, land use and planning, recreation, and transportation.

	Areas of Controversy: The project would not require any additional right-of-way, and no changes to access would occur. Therefore, no direct impacts to businesses or community facilities are anticipated. However, the proposed road diet in the downtown area would reduce the number of lanes on State Route 145 (Yosemite Avenue). An operational analysis was completed for the project in April 2021 and found that the road diet would not lead to congestion along State Route 145 in the 2035 Build Alternative traffic analysis. Though the project would not lead to congestion on State Route 145, the reduction in lanes could still divert traffic to local streets, which would impact mostly 6th, 4th, Lake, and Tozer streets. Several improvements are expected to be completed before the implementation of this project and are currently included in the 2021 Federal Transportation Improvement Program and 2018 Regional Transportation Plan. Notably, the City of Madera plans to implement intersection improvements at the intersections of 4th Street, Lake Street, and Central Avenue. These improvements are expected to improve local circulation in the project area and minimize queuing. Therefore, the project is expected to result in less than significant impacts to community facilities and businesses incurred from changes to traffic circulation
	List of Agencies: 


