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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2022020194
	Project Title: Richards Ranch Annexation (AN2021-0001) - Partial Recirculation of Draft EIR
	Lead Agency: City of Santa Maria
	Contact Name: Dana Eady, Planning Division Manager
	Email: deady@cityofsantamaria.org
	Phone Number: (805) 925-0951 ext. 2444
	Project Location: Santa Maria, Santa Barbara County
	Project Description: On December 22, 2022, the City of Santa Maria released the DEIR for the Richards Ranch Annexation Project. The DEIR evaluated the environmental impacts associated with the proposed annexation, pre-zoning, and conceptual development of approximately 44-acres of property in the unincorporated area of Santa Barbara County, California. The DEIR public review period ended on March 7, 2023. This is a partial recirculation of the DEIR for Biological Resources, and the Alternatives Analysis. Comments received on the DEIR brought new information to the City’s attention regarding the analyses in Section 4.3, Biological Resources. Adjustments are also warranted to Chapter 5, Alternatives Analysis. The revised biological resources and alternatives analyses in the DEIR are being recirculated for public comment pursuant to the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines.
	Project's Effects: As a result of this project, significant and unavoidable effects on the environment are anticipated in the area of biological resources. 

BIO Impact 2: The project could directly impact monarch butterflies. Implement Mitigation Measures BIO/mm-1.1 through BIO/mm-1.5., including avoiding site disturbance during migration periods, focused surveys by biologist during any disturbance during overwintering periods, preparation of a Monarch Butterfly habitat enhancement plan, and a donation to appropriate organization(s) for local conservation efforts. 

Significant but mitigable effects on the environment are anticipated in the areas of air quality & greenhouse gas emissions, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, and noise. The impacts identified for all other issue areas would be less than significant.

	Areas of Controversy: Following the release of the Draft EIR, new information was obtained regarding the monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) and overwintering habitat for the species. 

For these reasons, the City determined that the portions of the Draft EIR related to biological resources and alternatives should be revised and the partial revisions to the Draft EIR should be recirculated for public comment.
	List of Agencies: California Air Resources Board (ARB), California Department of Fish and Wildlife, South Coast Region 5 (CDFW), California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), California Department of Parks and Recreation, California Department of Transportation, District 5 (DOT), California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics (DOT), California Department of Transportation, Division of Transportation Planning (DOT), California Department of Water Resources (DWR), California Energy Commission, California Governor's Office of Emergency Services (OES), California Highway Patrol (CHP), California Natural Resources Agency, California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region 3 (RWQCB), California State Lands Commission (SLC), Department of Toxic Substances Control, Office of Historic Preservation, State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water, State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Quality, California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), California Department of Conservation (DOC)


