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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Merced River Agricultural Diversion and Fish Habitat Enhancement Project
	Lead Agency: Merced Irrigation District
	Contact Name: Michael Morris
	Email: mmorris@mercedid.org
	Phone Number: 209-354-2882
	Project Location: Snelling                                                                                   Merced
	Project Description: The overall vision of the Merced River Agricultural Diversion and Fish Habitat Enhancement Project (Proposed Project) is to reduce negative effects of agricultural diversions on salmonids by increasing quantity and quality of spawning, incubation, and rearing habitat, increasing salmonid survival, and reducing or eliminating salmonid entrainment/impingement/predation while increasing water diversion efficiency and reliability within the Lower Merced River (LMR). The Proposed Project aims to enhance up to three Cowell Agreement surface water diversions on the LMR (Figure 1) and to address issues presented by diversions along the LMR with long-standing water rights, including improperly functioning fish screens, poor diversion siting, and diversion configurations which are not engineered or designed to meet fish and diverter needs. Design and construction will occur in two phases, targeting the Cowell 2 diversion in the first year and the Cowell 1 and Cuneo diversions in the second. 
	Project's Effects: Air Quality | Biological Resources | Cultural Resources | Cumulative Effects | Flood Plain/Flooding | Greenhouse Gas Emissions | Hazards & Hazardous Materials | Hydrology/Water Quality | Noise | Tribal Cultural Resources | Vegetation | Wetland/RiparianAll potentially significant issues listed above and described in the attached Initial Study will be addressed with implementation of the Project's Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Program (see attached Initial Study, Appendix A).
	Areas of Controversy: There are no known areas of controversy related to this project.
	List of Agencies: Air Resources Board Central Valley Flood Protection Board Fish and Wildlife, Region 4 - Central, FresnoState Lands CommissionHistoric Preservation, Office of Native American Heritage CommissionCalifornia Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 5 - Fresno


