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Dear Ms. Lister, 

 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

review of the Mission Viejo Garden Plaza Redevelopment Project for the City of San 

Juan Capistrano (City). The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable 

transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment. 

 

The project proposes the redevelopment of a 6.5-acre site with a mixed-use 

development featuring ground-level market and retail shops, and four-levels of 

residential uses. Regional access to the project area is provided by Interstate 5 (I-5). 

Caltrans is a responsible agency for this project and upon review, we have the 

following comments: 

 

Traffic Operations 

 

1. Traffic Operations Southwest recommends a Traffic Impact Study to be prepared 

in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to analyze the potential impact on the 

operation and safety of all nearby (State Highway Systems) SHS from the 

proposed development. 

 

Transportation Planning 

 

2. The Department firmly embraces racial equity, inclusion, and diversity. These 

values are foundational to achieving our vision of a cleaner, safer, and more 

accessible and more connected transportation system. 

 

Caltrans recognizes our responsibility to assist communities of color and under-

served communities by removing barriers to provide a more equitable 

transportation system for all. 

 

Please consider including a discussion on equity in the Environmental Impact 

Report. 
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