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Prepared for the
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PUBLIC SCHOOL 7 (PS7) RENOVATION PROJECT

INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared by the
Sacramento City Unified School District (SCUSD). The district is serving as the lead agency for
the project. Public School 7 (PS7) is an elementary level charter school operated by St. HOPE
Inc. The school is located at 5201 Strawberry Lane in the Oak Park area of the City of
Sacramento. Because the project is located within the City of Sacramento, the City’s
environmental guidelines prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.), CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, Section 15000 et seq. of
the California Code of Regulations) and the Sacramento Local Environmental Regulations
(Resolution 91-892) adopted by the City of Sacramento have been used as guidance for this
document.

ORGANIZATION OF THE INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
This IS/MND is organized into the following sections:

SECTION | - BACKGROUND: Provides summary background information about the project
name, location, sponsor, and the date this IS/MND was completed.

SECTION Il - PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Includes a detailed description of the proposed
project.

SECTION Il - ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST AND DISCUSSION: Reviews proposed project
and states whether the project would have additional significant environmental effects (project
specific effects) that were not evaluated in the Master EIR for the 2035 General Plan.

SECTION IV — MANDATORY FINDINGS AND DETERMINATION: This section reviews any
environmental factors were determined to have additional significant environmental effects
despite mitigation and based on the findings determines the appropriate level of environmental
review required by CEQA.

SECTION V- SOURCES CONSULTED AND REFERENCES CITED: States whether
environmental effects associated with development of the proposed project are significant, and
what, if any, added environmental documentation may be required.

APPENDICES: Appends technical information that was referenced as attached in the
preparation of the IS/MND.
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SECTION 1 BACKGROUND

Project Name and File Number: Public School 7 (PS7) Renovation

Project Location: 5201 Strawberry Lane
Sacramento, CA 95820
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 022-0224-005

Project Applicant: St. HOPE Public Schools
2315 34th St.
Sacramento, CA 95817
P.O. Box 5038
Sacramento, CA 95817
916-649-7900
info@sthopepublicschools.org

Benjamin Rodriguez, Consultant to St. HOPE
Benjamin Rodriguez & Associates, Inc.

696 San Ramon Valley Blvd, #156

Danville, California 94526

1-310-463-5939
benjaminrodriguez@earthlink.net

Sacramento City Unified School District
Lead Agency: 5735 47th Avenue

Sacramento, CA 95824

(916) 643-7400

www.scusd.edu

Lead Agency Contact: Amna Javed, GIS Manager
Facilities Support Services
425 1st Avenue
Sacramento, CA
(916) 395-3980 Ext. 450012

This IS/MND was prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
(Public Resources Code Sections 1500 et seq.). The Lead Agency is the Sacramento City
Unified School District (SCUSD or District).
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The Sacramento City Unified School District has reviewed the proposed project and on the
basis of the whole record before it, has determined that the proposed project would not result in
any significant and unavoidable impacts which cannot be mitigated. The initial study identifies
new significant effects as well as mitigation measures that would reduce each such effect to a
less-than-significant level. A Mitigated Negative Declaration is the appropriate CEQA document
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)).

The project is located within the City of Sacramento. Thus, the surrounding area is governed by
the City of 2035 Sacramento General Plan. Where appropriate, the analysis contained in this
IS/MND incorporates by reference the general discussion portions of the 2035 General Plan
Master EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15150(a)).

The District will circulate a Notice of Availability/Notice of Intent (NOA/NOI) that confirms the
District’s intention to adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration, and provides dates for public
comment. The NOA/NOI will be available on the District’s web site at www.scusd.edu/mnd-ps7-

mod-project.

Comments on this document will be accepted by the District between January 10, 2022, and
February 10, 2022.

Please send written responses to:

Amna Javed, GIS Manager
Facilities Support Services
425 1%t Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95818
(916) 395-3980 Ext. 450012
amna-javed@scusd.edu
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SECTION Il PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Location

The project site is located at 5201 Strawberry Lane in the Oak Park neighborhood of the City of
Sacramento, California (see Figure 1 and Figure 2). The 8.38-acre project site is identified by
APNs 022-0224-005. Regional access is provided by State Route (SR) 99.

Background

The project site is currently utilized as an elementary school and was initially developed in the
1950’s by the Sacramento City Unified School District. Under the direct management of the
District, the school was known as John Muir Elementary School. In the late 1990’s, the school
was closed due to changes in enroliment in the District. Subsequently, in 2002, the District
entered into an agreement with St. HOPE to operate the site as a charter elementary school. At
this site, St. HOPE offers education for Transitional Kindergarten through Grade 5 and pre-
school levels. Grades, 6, 7 and 8 are part of PS7’s Middle School Program located at
Sacramento High School.

The school was initially constructed in the 1950’s to address the Post-War “baby boom” which
generated new enrollment and the need for new schools. As an older school facility, the site has
many essential physical improvement needs. The SCUSD Facilities Master Plan prepared in
2006 identified over $23 million in improvements needed to bring HVAC, restrooms, electrical
and roofing up to code and to address the inadequate student pick-up and drop-off system on
Strawberry Lane. Additionally, the Facilities Master Plan identified the need for new classrooms,
and replacement or upgrading of older portables on the site. In 2018, St. HOPE Schools was
awarded a $25 million dollar loan from the State to improve and expand the facility. The
proposed project is funded by this grant and the project is designed to both address existing site
deficiencies and provide new classrooms and an improved environment for student education.

Existing Conditions and Surrounding Uses

The site is located in the Oak Park neighborhood located just south of the Central City of
Sacramento. The neighborhood is largely residential with the exception of the two main
commercial corridors of Broadway and Stockton Boulevard. North Oak Park near McClatchy
Park, is considered one of the first suburbs of Sacramento with a variety of architectural styles
from the 1890’s through the 1930’s. In the vicinity of the school, housing is largely from the post-
world war era reflecting the further suburbanization of Sacramento as the automobile became
more prevalent.

The City of Sacramento 2035 General Plan designates the project site as Public/Quasi-Public.
The current zoning designation for the project site Single Family Residential (R-1). Existing
surrounding land uses include single-family residences to the north and east, vacant land and
State Route 99 to the south and Paradise Baptist Church and single-family residences to the
west.
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FIGURE 1: REGIONAL LOCATION OF PS 7 SCHOOL
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Project Description

The proposed project would include the renovation of the existing multi-purpose room,
demolition of 11 older classrooms and removal of 6 classrooms located in four older portable
units. In turn, 31 new modular classrooms would be installed. When completed the project site
would have a total of 31 classrooms or a net increase of 15 classrooms. Additionally, the front
entrance and internal accessways and parking will be reconfigured to better address student
drop-off and pickup and to ameliorate congestion on Strawberry Lane. Deteriorated hardscape
and asphalt areas will be removed, and updated hardscape, landscaping and play field areas
created. Figure 3 shows the existing campus lay-out. Figure 4 shows the proposed site plan.

Project Components

The following sections provide details related to the various components associated with the
proposed project.

Student Enrollment

PS7 is a charter school operated by St. HOPE Schools under a charter of the Sacramento City
Unified School District. The school site serves grades Transitional Kindergarten through Grade
5 and also has a pre-school program. The charter for the school was authorized in 2002 by the
District. Since the school’s initial development, the site has had the capacity to serve between
400 to 500 students depending on grade levels, classroom size standards and numbers of
portable classrooms on site. St. HOPE Elementary level enrollment at the site has increased
from 181 students in 2003/04 to a current enrollment of 325 students (2020/21). Based on
enrollment statistics from the California Department of Education for the last 7 years,
elementary (Transitional Kindergarten through Grade 5) enrollment at the school has ranged
between 321 students with a high in enroliment of 335 students in 2015/2016.1 The new school
is planned for an ultimate capacity of 800 students which assumes all classrooms are used full
time at the maximum classroom size allowed by the District. Based on the teaching objectives of
the school and reduced class sizes of the schoal, it is not anticipated that enroliment would
exceed 800 students.

Demolition and Project Phasing

The proposed project is designed to be constructed in two phases to minimize disruption to the
school year. Phase | of the project involves removal of older portable classrooms which will
either be returned to the District or declared surplus. Removal of older hardscape, playground
equipment and chain link fencing, general grading to level the site, and shallow trenching to
install utilities for new classrooms to be located on the site will be accomplished. Additionally,
removal of hardscape as necessary to create the new pick-up and drop-off lanes parallel to
Strawberry Lane will be completed. Approximately, 15 new modular classrooms will be installed
during Phase 1. During Phase 1, students will use the original existing classrooms located to the

! california Department of Education Data Quest Enrollment, Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by Grade - St. HOPE
Public School 7 (PS7) (CA Dept of Education),
https://dg.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/dgcensus/EnrGrdYears.aspx?cds=34674390101048&agglevel=school&year=2020-
21
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east of the multi-purpose room which will provide some insulation from construction activities
occurring on the balance of the site.

During Phase 2 of the project, students will be relocated to the new classrooms in order to allow
demolition of the older classrooms and renovation of the Multi-purpose room. Once the two
wings of classrooms located to the east of the Multi-purpose room are removed, a total of 15
classrooms will be constructed will be constructed as part of Phase 2. Also included in Phase 2,
is the renovation of the Multipurpose Room and the construction of the administration office.
Once both phases are completed, the new school will have a total of 31 classrooms serving pre-
school, Transitional Kindergarten through grade 5.

Tree Removal

As part of the demolition of the site to accommodate the new classrooms and outdoor areas and
the improved drop off lanes, a total of 19 trees would be removed. Species to be removed
include 8 Raywood ash trees; 4 Chinese elm trees; 1 London Plane tree, 3 cottonwood trees, 2
oak trees and 1 white mulberry.

New Classrooms and Restrooms

The proposed project would remove a total of 17 classrooms (11 stick built and 6 portable
classrooms) and install 31 new classrooms using modular building technology. The modular
classrooms proposed are a product of EnviroPlex of Stockton, California and are constructed
with Title 24 cool roof system; controllable tubular skylights; dual glaze low-e windows; energy
efficient lighting and maximum use of low and no (volatile organic carbons) VOC interior
materials. Restrooms are also available in modular units. This building technology has been
pre-approved by the State for classroom use. At the conclusion of the project, the site will have
a net gain of 15 classrooms. Additional bathrooms would also be included to serve the site.
Bathrooms include 4 boys rooms, 3 girls rooms, and 4 uni-sex rooms.

Renovation of the Existing Multi-purpose Room and New Administration Building

The project includes the renovation of the existing Multipurpose Room to provide a 2,344-sf.
assembly/cafeteria area and a 945-sf kitchen. The administration building will house counseling
offices, school nurse office, principal and vice-principals offices and conference rooms. See
Figures 5 and 6.

Parking and Student Drop-off Area

A significant issue with the current campus layout is the lack of off-street student drop off and
pick up lanes. The site is accessed by Strawberry Lane a narrow two-lane residential street.
Under current conditions, parents must drop off/pick up students in the street resulting in
congestion and students crossing mid-block on the street. For safety, St. HOPE staff provide
traffic monitors to help guide students and vehicles safely. Despite these efforts, drop-off and
pick-up presents traffic and congestion challenges. To address this problem, it is proposed to
move the staff parking to the north and eastern perimeter of the site thereby freeing the south or
front of the school parking area to be converted of an off-street drop-off/pick-up area with a turn-
around bulb. The new configuration has multiple lanes to allow for efficient and safe off-street
pick-up. The new parking configuration will provide 49 parking spaces on-site of which two are
handicapped parking spaces. Currently there are 20 striped and designated spaces and one
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handicapped space at the front of the school on Strawberry Lane, and an unstriped area to the
north of the school building which is used for parking.

Landscaping and Hardscape

A total of 63,845 square feet of deteriorated asphalt and concrete will be removed on site. In
turn existing hardscaped areas will be replaced with new hardscape and landscaping including
landscaped interior walkways to replace old asphalt, the new drop off/pick-up lanes and turn-
around, parking areas and turfed areas including upgraded playfields. See Figures 7 and 8.

The Phase 1 landscape plan includes the planting of 32 new trees including Bloodgood
Japanese Maple, Hearts of Gold Redbud, Interior Live Oak and Chinese Evergreen Elm. Shrubs
proposed include Cast Iron Plant; Dwarf Bottle Brush; Orchid Rockrose; Fortnight Lily; Pink
Muhl; Myrtle; Gulf Stream Heavenly Bamboo; Dwarf Yedda Hawthorne Standard; Rosemary;
and Furmon's Red Salvio.

Lighting

The entrances to classrooms and buildings will have lighting fixtures above the doors which will
be directed to the entrance. The new drop off/pick-up area will also include light poles which will
be shielded and directed to the travel areas to reduce any spill over into the adjacent uses. No
field lighting is proposed at this time.

Stormwater Drainage

The proposed project will replace existing hardscaped areas with a combination of new
hardscape and landscaped areas with only a modest increase in the amount of hardscape
areas. Drainage for the site be directed to an underground storage vault to reduce peak
stormwater flows from the site into the City storm sewer area. The vault is located under the
turn-around area and will have the capacity to retain 23,271 cubic feet of storm water. The
proposed plan does not reduce the amount of turfed play area which will allow for continued
stormwater absorption and aquifer recharge in that area. Any stormwater treatment measures
would be required to comply with the latest edition of the Stormwater Quality Design Manual for
the Sacramento and South Placer Regions.
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SECTION [Il. ENVIRONMENTAL DISCUSSION AND CHECKLIST

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to ensure that the proposed project complies with the
environmental review and mitigation requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act or
CEQA. The CEQA statutes are located in Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. and
the State CEQA Guidelines (14 CCR 15000 et seq.) CEQA requires that all state and local
government agencies consider the environmental consequences of projects over which they
have discretionary authority before acting on those projects. The Sacramento City Unified
School District (hereinafter District) is the lead agency for this CEQA review.

The Initial Study is a public document used by the decision-making lead agency to determine
whether a project may have a significant effect on the environment. If the lead agency finds
substantial evidence that any aspect of the project, either individually or cumulatively, may have
a significant effect on the environment, regardless of whether the overall effect of the project is
adverse or beneficial, the lead agency is required to prepare an environmental document. The
purpose of CEQA is to identify, disclose and to the extent feasible mitigate any significant
physical environmental effects of a proposed project. CEQA focuses on physical environmental
effects and does not generally review social or economic effects unless such effects result in a
physical environmental impact. Section 21060.5 of the CEQA Statutes defines "Environment" as
the “physical conditions which exist within the area which will be affected by a proposed project,
including land, air, water, minerals, flora, fauna, noise, objects of historic or aesthetic
significance.”

ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING CEQA CHECKLIST (INITIAL STUDY)

Attachment 1 is the Environmental Screening Checklist and narrative. This checklist is based on
Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines as amended. For this review, the Standards of
Significance are derived from either CEQA Appendix G or where applicable the City of
Sacramento General Plan which is the jurisdiction in which the project is located. The
Environmental Checklist and Screening was completed using best available information.

CLASSIFICATIONS OF SIGNIFICANCE OF AN IMPACT USED IN THE CHECKLIST

For each impact area, CEQA Appendix G Checklist of items is used as appropriate. Based on
best available information an assessment of the significance of the impact is made in this report.
The significance of impacts is categorized as follows:

"Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an
effect may be significant. If there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries
when the determination is made, an EIR is generally required unless mitigation
measures are available to reduce the impact.
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"Less-than-significant with Mitigation Measures" applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact" to a
"Less-than-significant Impact.”

“Less-than-significant Impact” applies where the project’s impacts are insubstantial and
do not require any mitigation to reduce impacts.

“No Impact” applies to issue areas which do not affect the project or/or the project does
not affect.

MITIGATION MEASURES APPLIED TO THIS PROJECT

The following mitigation measures are proposed to be included in this project to reduce any
potential effects to a less-than-significant level.

Mitigation Measure Air Quality 1: Dust Control. The School District and St. HOPE Public
Schools shall require all construction contractors on the site to comply with Sacramento
Metropolitan Air Quality Management District Rule 403 which requires the following construction
period dust control practices:

a. Water all exposed surfaces two times daily. Exposed surfaces include, but are
not limited to soil piles, graded areas, unpaved parking areas, staging areas,
and access roads.

b. Cover or maintain at least two feet of free board space on haul trucks
transporting soil, sand, or other loose material on the site. Any haul trucks that
would be traveling along freeways or major roadways should be covered.

c. Use wet power vacuum street sweepers to remove any visible track out of
mud or dirt onto adjacent public roads at least once a day. Use of dry power
sweeping is prohibited.

d. Limit vehicle speeds on unpaved roads to 15 miles per hour (mph).

e. All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, parking lots to be paved should be
completed as soon as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as
soon as possible after grading unless seeding or soil binders are used.

f. The following practices describe exhaust emission control from diesel
powered fleets working at a construction site. California regulations limit idling
from both on-road and off-road diesel-powered equipment. The California Air
Resources Board enforces the idling limitations. Minimize idling time either by
shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing the time of idling to 5
minutes [required by California Code of Regulations, Title 13, sections
2449(d)(3) and 2485]. Provide clear signage that posts this requirement for
workers at the entrances to the site.

g. The District and St. HOPE Schools shall ensure these measures are included
in the construction specifications.

h. Maintain all construction equipment in proper working condition according to
manufacturer’s specifications. The equipment must be checked by a certified
mechanic and determined to be running in proper condition before it is
operated.
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Mitigation Measure 2: Nesting Birds and Tree Removals: Prior to any tree removals on
site, St. HOPE Public Schools shall ensure that trees to be removed are inspected for the
presence of nesting birds.

1) If tree removal or construction activities on the project site are to begin during the
nesting season for raptors or other protected bird species in the region (generally
February 15-September 15), a qualified biologist shall be retained by the project
applicant to conduct pre-construction surveys in areas of suitable nesting habitat for
common raptors (including Swainson’s hawk) and other bird species protected by the
MBTA or California Fish and Game Code located within 250 feet of project activity.
Surveys shall be conducted no more than 10 days before tree removal or ground
disturbance is expected to occur. If active nests are not found, further mitigation is not
required. If active nests are found, the construction contractor shall avoid impacts on
such nests by establishing a no disturbance buffer around the nest. The appropriate
buffer size for all nesting birds shall be determined by a qualified biologist, but shall
extend at least 50 feet from the nest. Buffer size will vary depending on site-specific
conditions, the species of nesting bird, nature of the project activity, the extent of existing
disturbance in the area, visibility of the disturbance from the nest site, and other relevant
circumstances.

2) Construction activity shall not occur within the buffer area of an active nest until a
gualified biologist confirms that the chicks have fledged and are no longer dependent on
the nest, or the nesting cycle has otherwise completed. Monitoring of the nest by a
gualified biologist during construction activities shall be required if the activity has the
potential to adversely affect the nest. The qualified biologist shall determine the status of
the nest at least weekly during the nesting season. If construction activities cause the
nesting bird to vocalize, make defensive flights at intruders, get up from a brooding
position, or fly off the nest, then the no disturbance shall be increased until the agitated
behavior ceases.

Mitigation Measure 3: Removal, Transport and Disposal of Suspect Materials

Prior to demolition and/or grading in any area with suspect materials identified in the
Hazardous Materials Survey, the District shall ensure that St. Hope secures qualified
contractors to safely remove, store, transport and dispose of any suspect materials in
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations. Recommendations for safe removal
of materials are included in the Hazardous Materials Survey, Final Report, prepared for
Wallace-Kuhl Associates, by Entek Consulting Group, Inc, for St, Hope Public School
Site, 5201 Strawberry Lane, Sacramento, CA. Entrek Project No 20-5456. March 2020.

Mitigation Measure 4: Avoidance of Tribal Resources if Discovered On-Site. The following
mitigation measure is intended to address the evaluation and treatment of inadvertent or
unanticipated discoveries of potential tribal cultural resources (TCRs), archaeological, or cultural
resources during a project’s ground disturbing activities.

1) If any suspected TCRs are discovered during ground disturbing construction activities,
all work shall cease within 100 feet of the find, or an agreed upon distance based on the
project area and nature of the find. A Tribal Representative from a California Native
American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with a geographic area shall be
immediately notified and shall determine if the find is a TCR (PRC 8§21074). The Tribal
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Representative will make recommendations for further evaluation and treatment, as
necessary.

2) When avoidance is infeasible, preservation in place is the preferred option for mitigation
of TCRs under CEQA and UAIC protocols, and every effort shall be made to preserve
the resources in place, including through project redesign, if feasible. Culturally
appropriate treatment may be, but is not limited to, processing materials for reburial,
minimizing handling of cultural objects, leaving objects in place within the landscape, or
returning objects to a location within the project area where they will not be subject to
future impacts. Permanent curation of TCRs will not take place unless approved in
writing by UAIC or by the California Native American Tribe that is traditionally and
culturally affiliated with the project area.

3) The contractor shall implement any measures deemed by the CEQA lead agency to be
necessary and feasible to preserve in place, avoid, or minimize impacts to the resource,
including, but not limited to, facilitating the appropriate tribal treatment of the find, as
necessary. Treatment that preserves or restores the cultural character and integrity of a
TCR may include Tribal Monitoring, culturally appropriate recovery of cultural objects,
and reburial of cultural objects or cultural soil.

4) Work at the discovery location cannot resume until all necessary investigation and
evaluation of the discovery under the requirements of the CEQA, including AB52, have
been satisfied.

LEAD AND RESPONSIBLE AGENCIES FOR THE PROJECT

The Sacramento City Unified School District is the lead agency for this project. Responsible
agencies include the Department of the State Architect (DSA) an agency responsible for
reviewing school sites, the California Department of Education (CDE) responsible for oversight
of the State grant funds used to fund this project, and the City of Sacramento, the agency
responsible for reviewing the proposed frontage improvements.

DISTRICT CONTACT FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
The District contact for this project is:

Amna Javed, GIS Manager
Facilities Support Services
1t Avenue
Sacramento, CA
(916) 395-3980 Ext. 450012
amna-javed@scusd.edu
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Attach

ment 1:

CEQA INITIAL STUDY AND MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

which would adversely affect day or nighttime views
in the area?

I. AESTHETICS Potentially |Less-than- |Less-than- |No
Significant [Significant [Significant [Impact
Would the project: Impact with Impact
Mitigation
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic X
vista?
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, X
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway?
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual X
character or quality of the site and its surroundings?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare X

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The proposed project is located in the City of Sacramento in the Fruitridge Broadway
Community Planning Area (CPA). The surrounding area is generally level and developed with a
single-family homes to the north, east and west. To the south of the site is vacant land and
State Route 99. Homes in the area are generally post-World War single family homes.

The existing school site has its entrance on Strawberry Lane. The Multi-purpose Room is the
most prominent architectural feature on the site. The proposed project will retain and upgrade
this building. The remainder of the site is occupied by older single-story classrooms and

portable classrooms which will be removed.

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

For purposes of this Initial Study, aesthetic impacts may be considered significant if the
proposed project would result in one or more of the following:

Glare. Glare is considered to be significant if it would be cast in such a way as to cause
public hazard or annoyance for a sustained period of time.
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Views. Substantially impede a public view corridor or viewing area or damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway.

Light. Light is considered significant if it would be cast onto oncoming traffic or
residential uses.

ASSESSMENT AND FINDINGS

| a) Would the project affect scenic vistas?

Significant protected views in the Sacramento include views of the State Capitol, the American
River, and the Sacramento River. None of these visual resources are visible from the site or
surrounding area and thus the project would not affect these views. Figures 10 and 11 show
existing views from the site. Because the site is level and surrounded by either development or
mature trees, there are no significant visual resources on or visible from the site which would be
impacted by the project. Impacts to views, vistas and visual resources are less-than-significant.

| b) Would the project deqrade scenic resources?

There are no scenic highways near the site. The American River Parkway is considered a
significant scenic resource however, it is located 3.6 miles northeast of the project and not
visible from the project site. There are no unusual rock outcroppings on the site. The proposed
project would not affect any scenic highways, historic buildings, or rock outcroppings. Some
trees would be removed on the site however, the proposed project includes substantial new
landscaping and tree planting which will overall improve the visual quality of the site. Impacts
are less-than-significant.

| c) Would the project degrade the visual character of the site and surrounding area?

Figures 10 and 11 show the existing visual character of the site. Figure 9 (in the project
description section) shows a proposed rendering of the completed project viewed from the
entrance on Strawberry Lane. Figure 10 provides a view of the existing entrance to the site from
Strawberry Lane. Views from Strawberry Lane will generally be improved with the new
buildings, landscaping, and drop-off area. The Strawberry Lane frontage will generally be
improved by the project by the addition of street frontage improvements and landscaping
creating more orderly parking and access improvements. Thus, impacts to visual character are
considered less-than-significant.

| d) Would the project create light and glare?

The project is not expected to create substantial new light and glare. The renovated
multipurpose room and the new Administration building will contain a similar number of western
facing windows as currently a similar amount of windows on the western elevation which could
cast late afternoon exist on the site. Thus, there will not be a significant increase in the potential
for glare from the windows onto Strawberry Lane or the residences on Strawberry Lane. The
renovation of the Multipurpose Room and the addition of the new Administration building facing
Strawberry Lane will include new windows made of modern materials that include low reflectivity
to reduce glare.
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The project does not significantly increase lighting on the site. Light fixtures will be installed
above doorways and entrances to the classrooms which would be similar to a porch light.
Facing Strawberry Lane, mast lighting to illuminate the pick-up and drop-off areas will be
installed for safety. These fixtures will be directed and shielded to reduce glare