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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021120442
	Project Title: City of San Carlos Focused General Plan Update
	Lead Agency: City of San Carlos Community Development Department
	Contact Name: Lisa Porras, Planning Division
	Email: LPorras@cityofsancarlos.org
	Phone Number: (650)802-4264
	Project Location:                       San Carlos                                                                         San Mateo
	Project Description: The City of San Carlos (Lead Agency) is updating the Housing and Safety Elements of the San Carlos General Plan according to the requirements of Gov. Code section 65302(c) and 65302(g). The updated Housing Element will reflect the City's new Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) of 2,735 housing units and will cover the time period of 2023-2031. The City is also updating the General Plan Safety Element to address climate change resiliency as required by SB 379. While the Housing and Safety elements are the primary subject of the Focused General Plan Update, the Land Use, Circulation and Scenic Highway, Environmental Management, and Noise Elements must be revised to ensure General Plan consistency, as required by State law. In addition, the City is proposing specific amendments to Title 18 of the San Carlos Municipal code (Zoning Ordinance) and amendments to San Carlos Zoning Map to remain consistent with the Focused General Plan Update and enact the new Housing Element. 
	Project's Effects: Impact AIR-1: Conflicts with an applicable air quality plan- Significant and Unavoidable.
Impact AIR-2: Cumulatively considerable net increase of criteria pollutant(s)- Significant and Unavoidable.
Impact AIR-3: Exposure of sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations- Significant and Unavoidable.
Impact AIR-5: Substantial adverse cumulative air quality impacts- Significant and Unavoidable.
Impact BIO-1: Impacts to special-status species or their habitat- Less Than Significant (LTS) with Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Project Specific Biological Resources Evaluation, BIO-2. Nesting Birds, BIO-3a. Bat Habitat Assessment, and BIO 3b. Dusk Emergence Bat Survey.
Impact BIO-2: Impacts to riparian or other sensitive habitats- LTS with Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Project Specific Biological Resources Evaluation.
Impact BIO-3: Impacts on state or federally protected wetlands- LTS with Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Project Specific Biological Resources Evaluation.
Impact BIO-4: Impacts to wildlife movement or native wildlife nursery sites- LTS with Mitigation Measure BIO-1. Project Specific Biological Resources Evaluation.
Impact BIO-5: Conflicts with local policies protecting biological resources- LTS with Mitigation Measure BIO-1 -BIO-3.
Impact TCR-1: Change in the significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource- LTS with Mitigation Measure TCR-1. Consider all Native American Archaeological Discoveries to be Significant Resources.
	Areas of Controversy: Pursuant to Section 15123(b)(2) of the state CEQA Guidelines, an EIR shall identify areas of controversy known to the lead agency including potential issues raised by agencies and the public. The City has implemented a public outreach program during the development of the housing and safety elements. The outreach program consisted of workshops and virtual meetings and outreach efforts to the business and development community and to the residents of San Carlos. Small group meetings were held with various interest groups within the city and information about the housing and safety elements were posted on the project website. Study sessions open to the public were held with both the Planning Commission and the City Council. Areas of controversy raised during this process included the types of housing planned for in the housing element and where new housing will be proposed within the City, concerns were raised over the City’s jobs to housing balance with all the commercial development proposed in the East Side Innovation District area, concerns were raised as to how the city will respond to additional traffic congestion in the downtown area.

The areas of controversy identified during the EIR scoping process are the same as those brought up in the NOP scoping meeting and include land use/housing, hydrology/hazards, and transportation traffic.
	List of Agencies: Certain projects or actions undertaken by a Lead Agency require subsequent oversight, approvals, or permits from other public agencies to be implemented. Such other agencies are referred to as Responsible Agencies and Trustee Agencies, defined the CEQA Guidelines Sections 15381 and 15386. The proposed Project would not require approval by any Responsible or Trustee Agency, however, future projects within San Carlos may require permits and approvals from such agencies such as:
• County of San Mateo
• San Mateo County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO)
• Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD)
• Bay Conservation and Development Commission (BCDC)
• California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
• California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
• San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
• Silicon Valley Clean Water (SVCW)
• U. S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE)
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
• Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG)
• Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC)

The Housing Element Update requires California Department of Housing and Community Development approval and the Safety Element Update requires CalFire approval.




