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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021120435
	Project Title: Nevada County Broadband Program
	Lead Agency: Nevada County
	Contact Name: Brian Foss
	Email: Brian.Foss@nevadacountyca.gov
	Phone Number: (530) 265-1222
	Project Location: Nevada City, Grass Valley, Town of Truckee, and unincorporated Nevada County                     
	Project Description: The proposed program would expand access to broadband technology throughout Nevada County and the communities of Grass Valley, Nevada City, and the Town of Truckee. Installation of fiber optic cable by a variety of potential methods is evaluated at a programmatic level in the EIR. The program area includes public and private roads and previously disturbed and developed areas. The program would install new fiber conduit predominantly underground and, where existing conduit exists, new fiber could be installed in existing conduit. In some circumstances, fiber optic conduit could be installed under roadways where space is limited along road shoulders. Access to the new conduits would be provided by installing access boxes along a proposed route for an individual project. Where topography or underground substrate could impede construction of subsurface fiber optic lines, projects would install aboveground fiber optic line that would utilize existing or newly constructed utility poles. The objective of this EIR is to achieve compliance with CEQA for the program in advance such that individual fiber projects can take advantage of state and federal grant funding programs. 
	Project's Effects: The EIR identified significant or potentially significant environmental effects in the areas of Archaeological, Historical, and Tribal Cultural Resources; Biological Resources; Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources; Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Hydrology and Water Quality; and Noise. The analysis concludes that the proposed program would not result in significant and unavoidable impacts.

There are 26 mitigation measures identified in the EIR for the proposed program: Mitigation Measure 3.3-1, Mitigation Measure 3.3-2a, Mitigation Measure 3.3-2b, Mitigation Measure 3.3-3a, Mitigation Measure 3.3-3b, Mitigation Measure 3.3-3c, Mitigation Measure 3.4-1a, Mitigation Measure 3.4-1b, Mitigation Measure 3.4-1c, Mitigation Measure 3.4-1d, Mitigation Measure 3.4-1e, Mitigation Measure 3.4-2, Mitigation Measure 3.4-3a, Mitigation Measure 3.4-3b, Mitigation Measure 3.4-3c, Mitigation Measure 3.4-4a, Mitigation Measure 3.4-4b, Mitigation Measure 3.4-5a, Mitigation Measure 3.4-5b, Mitigation Measure 3.4-6, Mitigation Measure 3.5-4, Mitigation Measure 3.7-2, Mitigation Measure 3.7-3, Mitigation Measure 3.7-6, Mitigation Measure 3.8-1, and Mitigation Measure 3.9-1.
	Areas of Controversy: Key concerns and issues that were expressed about the proposed program during the scoping process included the following:
- potential construction-related impacts to groundwater and surface water quality,
- potential impacts on tribal cultural resources and consultation with Native American tribes, and
- potential for conflicts in the California Department of Transportation right-of-way.

	List of Agencies: Trustee agency: 
- California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Responsible agencies:
- Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
- Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
- California Department of Transportation
- City of Grass Valley
- Nevada City
- Town of Truckee





