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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Responsible Agency
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Alameda County Water District

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk

County of: Alameda (Address)
1105 Madison Street

Oakland, CA 94607

43885 S. Grimmer Blvd., Fremont, CA 94538

Project Title: Submittal of an Alternative Update for the Niles Cone Subbasin 2-09.01

Project Applicant: Alameda County Water District (ACWD)

Project Location - Specific:

Niles Cone Groundwater Basin(Subbasin Number 2-09.01)within the cities of Fremont
Newark, Union City and Southern Hayward

Project Location - County: Alameda

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

On December 31, 2016, ACWD submitted an Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (Alternative) which was subsequently approved by the
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) on July 17, 2019. At least every five years and whenever it's amended, ACWD must evaluate its
Alternative and provide a written assessment to DWR. The Alternative Update is not a plan amendment but is a written assessment that describes
and provides an update on ACWD's groundwater management efforts which ensure sustainable groundwater management of the groundwater basin.

Fremont, Newark, Union City, Southern Hayward

Project Location - City:

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Alameda County Water District (ACWD)
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Alameda County Water District (ACWD)

Exempt Status: (check one):

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sections 15307 and 15308

Statutory Exemptions. State cade number: Section 10728.6

Other Exceptions. CEQA Guidelines Sections 15061(b)(3), 15378(a) and 15378(b)(5)
Reasons why project is exempt:

The decision to submit an Alternative Update continues existing conditions and existing uses and does not result in a change in management of groundwater resources or other potential adverse
environmental effects (e.g. induce or change in development). It is an administrative activity that will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment (14 California Code of
Regulations Sections 15061(b)(3), 15378(a), and 15378(b)(5)). Submitting an Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan is expressly exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to California Water Code Section 10728.6, is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to Sections 15307 and 15308 of the CEQA Guidelines as an action taken by a
regulatory agency as authorized by state law to assure the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of a natural resource or protection of the environment where the regulatory process
involves procedures for the protection of the environment, and could not result in reasonably foreseeable direct or indirect physical change in the environment. As a result, ACWD's submittal of
an Alternative Update continues existing conditions and uses and does not result in a change in management and sustainability of groundwater resources.
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Lead Agency )
Contact Person: _Michelle Myers Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 010-668-4454

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No

te: 12/14/2021 Title:  Director of Water Resources

« Signed by Lead Agency = Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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