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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Use of Copper to Control Algae and Aquatic Vegetation
	Lead Agency: Henry Miller Reclamation District
	Contact Name: John Wiersma
	Email: jwiersma@hmrd.net
	Phone Number: 209 387 4305
	Project Location: Near Dos Palos, Merced County
	Project Description: Central California Irrigation District and Henry Miller Reclamation District ("Districts") use Integrated Pest Management (IPM) techniques to control algae and aquatic weeds that adversely impact operations of both Districts. The Districts propose to apply algaecides and/or aquatic herbicides that contain copper to water within their facilities to control algae and aquatic vegetation on an as-needed basis to efficiently deliver irrigation and reclaimed water. The Districts intend to use copper-based materials in compliance with the SWRCB's Statewide NPDES Permit for Residual Aquatic Pesticide Discharges to Waters of the United States from Algae and Aquatic Weed Control Applications to control algae and/or aquatic vegetation in their facilities. The current Aquatic Weed NPDES Permit is Water Quality Order 2013-0002-DWQ, General Permit No. CAG990005. Efficient irrigation conveyance is critical to the functions of the Districts. However, the Districts’ conveyances are prone to infestation by algae and submersed aquatic weeds. The presence of these weeds and algae in irrigation facilities can adversely impact water flow and reduce capacity, prevent or greatly reduce delivery of irrigation water to growers, clog pumps, and block screens, thus preventing efficient delivery of irrigation water.
	Project's Effects: The Project involves the use of copper-based algaecides and/or aquatic herbicides introduced into HMRD and CCID Canal Water Districts' ("Districts") irrigation facilities at concentrations that temporarily exceed CTR water quality objectives. When used according to label directions by qualified personnel, CTR exceedance is short-term and impacts of these algaecides and/or aquatic herbicides are less than significant. However, the District will implement mitigation to reduce any future potential impacts to less than a significant level.As required by the SIP and the SWRCB general permit for the application of aquatic herbicides, the Districts have prepared and submitted an Aquatic Pesticide Application Plan (APAP) and Notice of Intent, and obtained coverage under the SWRCB's Statewide NPDES Permit for Residual Aquatic Pesticide Discharges to Waters of the United States from Algae and Aquatic Weed Control Applications. The APAP calls for surface water sampling and analysis before, during, and after project completion to assess the impact, if any, that the Project may have on beneficial uses of water. Consistent with SIP exception requirements, the Districts will arrange for a qualified biologist to assess receiving water beneficial uses.
	Areas of Controversy: No known areas of controversy.
	List of Agencies: The SWRCB and RWQCB (Region 5F) are the responsible agencies. California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Region 4) may be the trustee agency.


