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	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021110353
	Project Title: Agricultural Enterprise Ordinance 
	Lead Agency: Santa Barbara County Planning & Development
	Contact Name: Julie Harris
	Email: jharris@countyofsb.org
	Phone Number: 805-568-3543
	Project Location: Unincorporated rural areas                                                                 Santa Barbara
	Project Description: A proposal to amend the County zoning ordinances to allow a variety of small-scale uses to be incidental to and compatible with agriculture on rural unincorporated agricultural lands zoned AG-II, including the Coastal Zone. Proposed supplemental agricultural uses include small-scale agricultural processing beyond the raw state, agricultural product preparation, aquaponics, composting, farm stand, firewood processing and sales, lumber processing/milling, tree nut hulling. Proposed rural recreational uses include small-scale campground, farmstay, educational experience/opportunity (e.g., farm tours, technical ag training, bird/wildlife viewing, photography), fishing, hunting, horseback riding, incidental food service, small-scale events (e.g., farm-to-table dinners, weddings, receptions, non-motorized trail runs/races). The project includes a tiered permitting structure to allow some small-scale uses without permits or with a Zoning Clearance, Land Use Permit, Coastal Development Permit, or Conditional Use Permit. The project would also revise and streamline the permitting thresholds for larger structural development on lands zone AG-II in areas of the Coastal Zone, to conform with similar regulations adopted for other areas of AG-II in the Coastal Zone.
	Project's Effects: Significant and unavoidable impacts: AIR QUALITY, GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS, and TRANSPORTATION. Due to the dispersed, rural, visitor-serving nature of the activities that would be enabled by the proposed Project and the lack of an expansive pedestrian, bicycle, and transit network serving rural agricultural areas of the County, no feasible mitigation measures were identified. 
Potentially significant but mitigable impacts: BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES-to sensitive plant and animal species, habitats, natural plant communities, oak trees and other native specimen trees, and wildlife movement corridors. Mitigation measures include the incorporation of objective development standards into the ordinance amendments including minimum setbacks from sensitive habitats, plant communities, oaks, and other native trees, and design standards for necessary fencing to allow for safe passage of wildlife. CULTURAL AND TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES-to historical structures and tribal cultural resources. Four mitigation measures include historic structure preservation and restoration, archaeological surveys, testing, data recovery, stop work at encounter, and procedures to follow when encountering human remains. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS-if unknown contamination is discovered during site grading. Mitigation requires work to cease immediately and prescribes a series of steps to evaluate the contamination and protect workers and the public. NOISE-small-scale outdoor events could substantially increase noise level. Mitigation requires limits on outdoor amplified sound.  WILDFIRE-uses could expose occupants or visitors to wildfire and post wildfire related risks and hazards. Mitigation requires preparation of fire prevention plan.
	Areas of Controversy: Based on public hearings, meetings with interested parties, and the NOP scoping meetings, as well as public letters received on the three NOPs and Environmental Scoping Documents (Appendix A), known concerns include, but are not limited to the following:
• Neighborhood compatibility issues at or near the urban/rural interface
• Safety issues for equestrians on roads
• Safety concerns regarding illegal uses of guns in and around the Santa Ynez River, particularly with the addition of commercial hunting as a proposed agricultural enterprise use
• Lighting impacts on night sky views
• Compatibility issues with nearby noise-sensitive land uses
• Aesthetics and views of the coast, particularly the allowance of parking of recreational vehicles along freeways in the Coastal Zone
• Protections for cultural resources and tribal cultural resources
• Hydrology and water quality, including surface and groundwater sources;
• Fire hazards associated with camping (e.g., camp fires)
• Cumulative impacts, such as changes in the character of communities and rural areas

	List of Agencies: California Coastal Commission - The amendments to the Santa Barbara County Coastal Zoning Ordinance must be certified by the Commission prior to taking effect in the Coastal Zone.

Other agencies might be a responsible or trustee agency for future site-specific projects that might occur under the new zoning/land use regulations, depending upon which properties take advantage of the new uses, the properties' locations, and resources that might be present on the properties. These potential responsible or trustee agencies include:

California Department of Transportation (District 5)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Region 5)
Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 3)


