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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021110307
	Project Title: Country Acres Solar Project
	Lead Agency: Sacramento Municipal Utility District
	Contact Name: Amy Spitzer
	Email: Amy.Spitzer@smud.org
	Phone Number: 916-732-5384
	Project Location: Near Roseville, Placer County
	Project Description: The Country Acres Solar Project includes construction and operation of a PV solar power and battery storage facility and interconnection facilities, including a generation substation, switch station, and interconnection lines, that would provide new power production capacity of up to 344 MW delivered at the point of interconnection with the electrical grid managed by SMUD. The project site would generally be comprised of PV solar modules, foundation piles, racking, direct current (DC) collection, alternative current (AC) collection, fencing, roads, inverters, medium voltage transformers, an interconnection line between the generation substation and switch station, battery storage equipment, and interconnection lines to the existing SMUD transmission system. At the end of the project’s life (anticipated to be 30 to 35 years), the project and its assets would be decommissioned; however, SMUD may retain the substation, switching station, and battery storage facilities.

Primary access to the project site during construction and operation would be provided by existing, or newly constructed, paved, graveled, or dirt roads and/or driveways extending to the project site from Baseline Road, South Brewer Road, and Phillip Road. Within the solar field and interconnection facility areas, limited grading may be used to prepare the site for post and PV modules installation. Grading would be minimized to the extent feasible within the solar array and would be consistent with the setback requirements. Grading will likely be required for the proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) yard, generation substation, and switching station. 

The duration of construction is anticipated to last between 18 months and 2 years. The construction workforce (with an expected average of 177 and a peak of 650 construction workers) is expected to arrive at the project site between approximately 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. and leave the site between approximately 4:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday for most of the project construction period. Materials would generally be delivered outside of the peak morning and afternoon traffic hours to the extent feasible and would be delivered to the designated receiving area. 

SMUD anticipates that the Board of Directors would consider the project at a hearing in February 2023 and that permit applications would be submitted to regulatory agencies to prepare for project construction in 2023. SMUD anticipates the project would become operational in 2024 or 2025.

	Project's Effects: The Draft EIR identified significant or potentially significant effects associated with agriculture; air quality; biological resources; cultural resources, tribal cultural resources; geology, soils, and paleontological resources; hazards and hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; noise; and transportation. After implementation of recommended mitigation measures, such as construction best management practices, all impacts would be reduced to less-than-significant levels with the exception of air quality for construction emissions of criteria air pollutants and ozone precursors (significant and unavoidable), and agriculture for conversion of important farmland (significant and unavoidable). 

The project's will mitigate for the loss of important farmland at a 1:1 ratio via an agricultural conservation easement or payment of in-lieu fees to an established program with a presence in Placer County, such as Placer Land Trust or via an MOU with the Placer Conservation Authority to mitigate through the Western Placer In-Lieu Fee Program. Sheep grazing and pollinator habitat will be utilized onsite. 

Impacts to biological resources will be minimized primarily through avoidance measures consistent with the Placer County Conservation Program, and compensatory mitigation via an MOU with the Placer Conservation Authority to mitigate through the Western Placer In-Lieu Fee Program, or other established mitigation bank.
	Areas of Controversy: There are no known areas of controversy at this time as SMUD has been working closely
with Placer County and the Placer Conservation Authority regarding issues related to land
use; utilities; public services, and conservation, including implementation of the Placer
County Conservation Program.
	List of Agencies: Placer County
Placer County Air Pollution Control District
State Water Resources Control Board
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Department of Transportation




