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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

 
To:  Office of Planning and Research**    
                 For U.S. Mail:                                Street Address: 
                 P.O. Box 3044                                1400 Tenth Street, Room 121
   Sacramento, CA 95812-3044         Sacramento, CA 94514 
                 ** Submitted online 
 

From: ZONE 7 WATER AGENCY
 100 North Canyons Parkway
 Livermore, CA 94551 
               925-454-5000 

Attn. Elke Rank 
 

To:  County Clerk 
  County of Alameda 
  1106 Madison Street 
  Oakland, CA  94612 

Date:     October 11, 2021 

Project Title:  DVWTP soil haul and equipment pad 

Project Number (Zone 7):  n/a 

Project Location – Specific:  Del Valle Water Treatment Plant, 901 E. Vineyard Ave. 

Project Location – City:  Livermore, CA 

Project Location – County:   Alameda 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The project aims for beneficial re-use of 
native/virgin soil previously excavated at Zone 7’s Patterson Pass Water Treatment Plant (PPWTP) in 
Livermore.  Specifically, Zone 7 Water Agency will have a contractor deliver 5,600 cubic yards of virgin 
soil from PPTWP to Zone 7’s Del Valle Water Treatment Plant (DVWTP) where it will be re-purposed in 
support of ongoing operations there.  Hauling is expected to occur on Saturday October 16, 2021.   

The contractor will be delivering soil at DVWTP using super dump trucks which hold approximately 13 
cubic yards.  The total number of loads will be approximately 430.  Delivery and stock piling of the soil at 
DVWTP will take up to 12 hours.  Zone 7 staff and equipment will consist of two equipment operators, 
one bulldozer, one rubber tire loader, and 1-2 laborers to direct trucks were to dump and to keep access 
road wet to control dust.  This is being done on a weekend day to avoid traffic concern and to be less 
impactful on daily operation of the treatment plants.  

The soil that is being delivered at DVWTP will be placed in a low area between drying beds 4 and 5.  
This area will act as a parking area for the Zone 7 dump truck and heavy equipment.   The filling of the 
low area will be completed by December 3, 2021.   Filling of the low area will be done in lifts and each 
lift will be compacted; the final lift will be ¾” base rock.  Zone 7 staffing and equipment will consist of 
two equipment operators, 1 bulldozer, 1 rubber tire loader, 1 padfoot roller, and 1-2 laborers for dust 
control.  
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Zone 7 Water Agency  

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:    Zone 7 Water Agency 
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Exempt Status: (check one)  

 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);  
 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));  
 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));  
 Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sections 15301 & 15303 

 Statutory Exemptions. State code number:       

 
Reasons Why Project is Exempt:  
The project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption under CEQA Guidelines as follows:   
 

 15301 Class 1 – Existing Facilities:  “…Operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, 
licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical 
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that 
existing at the time of the lead agency's determination…”   

 15303 Class 3 -  New Construction Or Conversion Of Small Structures: “…construction and 
location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new 
equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures…” 

 
None of the conditions noted under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines 
15300.2 (as revised) will occur.  Furthermore, this project will not result in potential for significant 
environmental impacts because:  
 

 There will be no native ground disturbance; both treatment plants have previously been graded, 
developed,  and partially paved.  

 The hauling will be completed in 1 weekend, and thus will have minimal construction-related 
nuisances to local residents or businesses such as disruptions to traffic and increased noise or 
dust, etc. All other work will take place on Zone 7 owned property which is considered 
previously disturbed, so impacts will be minimal. 

 Standard best management practices will be employed during construction to reduce the potential 
for common construction nuisances including dust, noise, and traffic.  

 No impacts to sensitive habitat or wildlife are expected.  
 There will not be any cumulative impacts because there are no planned successive projects of the 

same type and in the general same place, over time. 
 There is not a reasonable possibility that the project could result in a significant impact. 

 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Brian Munsell     Area Code/Telephone/Ext:  925-454-5795 
 
 Environmental Review:  

Signature:   

Title Associate Water Resources Planner 
Zone 7 Water Agency 

  

 
 

Date received for filing at County Clerk:   ______ 

Date received for filing at OPR:   ______ 
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