YOSemite Ndauolidl rdrn
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

RAREN M, FERGAN

TO: Office of Planning and Research  FROM: Mariposa County Resource Conservation DlStrlCt
P.O. Box 3044, Room 12 PO Box 2403
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Mariposa, CA 95338

TO: County Clerk, County of Mariposa

P.O. Box 247
Mariposa, CA 95338

Project Title: Yosemite National Park. Protecting sequoias and communities

Project Location — County/Specific: Project is in Yosemite National Park along Wawona Road, Tioga Road, El
Portal Road, South Side Drive, Big Oak Flat Road, Henness Ridge Road, South Landing Road, and Moss
Creek Truck Trail. The project is in Mariposa County. The tree removal work is conducted within a 200
foot distance of the road.

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: The primary goal of the project is to remove
hazard trees and biomass up to 200 feet from the road corridor. Small diameter green trees (<20"DBH) or
hazard trees will be fallen and removed. Biomass may either be transported offsite, chipped. pile-burned, or
converted into biochar through a portable biogen plant staged at one of several locations in the park.

The work is critical to meet the public safety and tree disposal needs stemming from widespread tree
mortality in the southern Sierra Nevada. The project protects infrastructure and increases public safety by
removing hazard trees and thinning fuels on critical corridors. It also protects communities located within
the Wildland Urban Interface, specifically Foresta, Yosemite Village, Yosemite West, and Wawona. The
project protects the Tuolumne and Merced Grove of giant sequoias. This project also creates a fuel break in
the event of wildland fire or if a prescribed fire is to be conducted.

No work will be done within the bed. bank or channel of any existing drainage, or culturally
sensitive sites within the project areas without consultation and onsite monitors.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Yosemite National Park
Name of Person (Applicant) or Agency Carrying Out Project: Yosemite National Park

Fvempt Status:

N Declared Emergency (PRC §21080(b)(3): §15269(a) CEQA Guidelines): Proclamation of a State
of Emergency, Executive Order 10-30-2015

X Emergency Project  (PRC §21080(b)(4); §15269(b)(c) CEQA Guidelines)

r Categorical Exemption (Type and Section No.): Existing Facilities, §15301(c) and §15301(h)
CEQA Guidelines

L Statutory Exemption (State Code No.): PRC Section §21080(b)(4); §15269(c) CEQA Guidelines



Yosemite NP, Wawona Road Hazard Tree and Biomass Removal { 2021

Reason Why Project Is Exempt:

The Yosemite Fire Management Plan Environmental Impact Statement (2004) describes creating fuel breaks along
Wawona Road as a major goal. All necessary mitigations for this project have been included to protect natural and
cultural resources that have the potential to be harmed during implementation.

Additionally, tree mortality hazard mitigation efforts are a short-term task necessary to mitigate an emergency. As
such, they are exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Statutory Exemptions, Section 15269 EMERGENCY
PROJECTS. The felling of dead or dying hazard trees along federally-maintained roads is necessary to prevent or
mitigate an emergency to public health and emergency access. The abundance of dead or dying hazard trees in
these locations is a result of a severe drought in the area and bark beetle-infestation and is a short-term project.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Melinda Barrett, Program Manager
Phone Number: (559) 580-0944

QL‘ZS @/ i /Q/l MCRCD Board Presic'~~*
ignature Date Title

Signed by Lead Agency L Signed by Applicant

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
2021 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/21) Previously DFG 753.5a

NOTICE

Each project applicant shall remit to the county clerk the environmental filing fee before or at the time of filing a Notice of Determination (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21152; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4, subdivision (d); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 753.5). Without the appropriate fee, statutory or
categorical exemption, or a valid No Effect Determination issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the Notice of Determination
is not operative, vested, or final, and shall not be accepted by the county clerk.

COUNTY DOCUMENTARY HANDLING FEE

The county clerk may charge a documentary handling fee of fifty dollars ($50) per filing in addition to the environmental filing fee (Fish & G. Code, §
711.4, subd. (e); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 753.5, subd. (g)(1)). A county board of supervisors shal! have the authority to increase or decrease the fee
or charge, that is otherwise authorized to be levied by another provision of iaw, in the amount reasonably necessary to recover the cost of providing
any product or service or the cost of enforcing any regulation for which the fee or charge is levied (Gov. Code, § 54985, subd. (a)).

COLLECTION PROCEDURES FOR COUNTY GOVERNMENTS

Filing Notice of Determination (NOD):

O Collect environmental filing fee or copy of previously issued cash receipt. (Do not collect fee if project applicant presents a No Effect
Determination signed by CDFW. An additional fee is required for each separate environmental document. An addendum is not considered a
separate environmental document. Checks should be made payable to the county.)

Issue cash receipt to project applicant.

Attach copy of cash receipt and, if applicable, previously issued cash receipt, to NOD.

Mail filing fees for CRP document to CDFW prior to filing the NOD or equivalent final approval (Cal. Code Regs. Tit. 14, § 753.5 (b)(5)). The
CRP should request receipt from CDFW to show proof of payment for filing the NOD or equivalent approval. Piease mail payment to address
below made attention to the Cash Receipts Unit of the Accounting Services Branch.

oon

If the project applicant presents a No Effect Determination signed by COFW, aiso:
O Attach No Effect Determination to NOD (no environmental filing fee is due).

Filing Notice of Exemption (NOE) (Statutorily or categorically exempt project (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §§ 15260-15285, 15300-15333))
O Issue cash receipt to project applicant.
[0 Attach copy of cash receipt to NOE (no environmental filing fee is due).

Within 30 days after the end of each month in which the environmental filing fees are collected, each county shall summarize and record the
amount collected on the monthly State of California Form No. CA25 (TC31) and remit the amount collected to the State Treasurer. Identify the
remittance on Form No. CA25 as “Environmental Document Filing Fees” per Fish and Game Code section 711.4.

The county cierk shall mail the following documents to CDFW on a monthly basis:

A photocopy of the monthly State of Califomia Form No. CA25 (TC31)

CDFWY/ASB copies of all cash receipts (including all voided receipts)

A copy of all CDFW No Effect Determinations filed in lieu of fee payment

A copy of alil NODs filed with the county during the preceding month

A fist of the name, address and telephone number of all project applicants for which an NOD has been filed. If this information is contained on
the cash receipt filed with CDFW under California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 753.5, subdivision (e)(6), no additional information is
required.

AN NE N NN

DOCUMENT RETENTION

The county shall retain two copies of the cash receipt (for lead agency and county clerk) and a copy of all documents described above for at least 12
months.
RECEIPT NUMBER

# The first two digits automatically populate by making the appropriate selection in the County/State Agency of Filing drop down menu.

# The next eight digits automatically populate when a date is entered.

# The last three digits correspond with the sequential order of issuance for each calendar year. For exampie, the first receipt number issued
on January 1 should end in 001. If a county issued 252 receipts for the year ending on December 31, the last receipt number should end in
252. CDFW recommends that counties and state agencies 1) save a local copy of this form, and 2) track receipt numbers on a spreadsheet
tabbed by month to ensure accuracy.

DO NOT COMBINE THE ENVIRONMENTAL FEES WITH THE STATE SHARE OF FISH AND WILDLIFE FEES.

Mail to:

California Department of Fish and Wiidlife
Accounting Services Branch

P.O. Box 944209

Sacramento, California 94244-2090

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - COFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a (Rev. 01012021)



