Notice of Exemption Form D

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Energy Commission
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 715 P Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95814

Project Title: 21st Century Truck Stop: 1st MD/HD eTruck Stop in California
Project Applicant: WattEV, Inc.

Project Location - Specific: 18812 Highway 65

Project Location - City: Bakersfield, CA, 93308 Project Location - County: Kern Co.

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The California Energy Commission will be providing grant funding to the Project Applicant. The purpose of the project is to develop a
first of its kind public charging facility in Bakersfield, California, that will serve medium- and heavy-duty battery electric trucks. In
partnership with the local air district, vehicle manufacturers, and industry leaders, this site will drive market adoption of electric
vehicles across weight classes through access to affordable and reliable public charging. Beneficiaries will include residents in
California.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Energy Commission

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: WattEV, Inc.

Exempt Status: (check one):

[J Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

[0 Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

[0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15183

[ Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:
This project is sited within the jurisdiction of Kern County. Kern County, the lead agency, made the determination that this project is
exempt from CEQA under Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15183, and the CEC, as a responsible agency, is adopting these findings.

Specifically, in a public hearing held in the Office of the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department (Kern County) on
June 17, 2021, to consider approval of the project, staff considered the applicable provisions of CEQA and State CEQA Guidelines.
This included Section 15183, which “mandates that projects that are consistent with the development established by existing zoning,
community plan, or General Plan policies for which an Environmental Impact Report was certified shall not require additional
environmental review, except as might be necessary to examine whether there are project-specific effects which are peculiar to the

project or its Site.”

Kern County staff then considered the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan (Plan), which was adopted along with a certified
Environmental Impact Report by the County Board of Supervisors on December 3, 2002 (since amended). Staff concluded that this
project is consistent with the goals and policies of the Plan and does not propose any changes to the map code designations
established by the Plan. The Plan policies supported by the proposed industrial electric truck charging and solar energy
development include Policy No. 31 (industrial development that allows for a variety of industrial uses including R&D and
transportation-related use), Policy No. 32 (industrial development and protecting industrial designations from incompatible land use),

and Policy No. 34 (industrial development to provide for clustering of new industrial development adjacent to existing industrial uses

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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and along major transportation corridors). The project implements the site’s existing map code designations of “Service Industrial”
and “Solid Waste Facility Site.”

Ultimately, in Notice of Decision 15-21, dated June 17, 2021, the Hearing Officer of the Kern County Planning and Natural
Resources Department conditionally approved the project. The findings of the Hearing Officer included that the project was to be
categorically exempt from the requirements for preparation of environmental documents pursuant to Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §
15183. An NOE (SCH 2021070397) was filed on July 20, 2021. Since the project was found to be consistent with the goals and
policies of the Metropolitan Bakersfield General Plan and does not present any unusual circumstances, the CEC is adopting the

CEQA findings of the lead agency.

Responsible Agency
Contact Person: Matthew Kozuch Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 916-477-1564

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? X Yes [No

Signature: ML@AL Date: 9-7-2021 Title: Air Pollution Specialist

X Signed by Responsible Agency

[ Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR:
[ Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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