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Notice of Exemption Appendix E 
 
To:Office of Planning and Research From: Department of Community Services and Development 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 212 2389 Gateway Oaks, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 95833 

Project Title: Porterville Developmental Center Chiller Replacements 

Project Location – Specific: 
Porterville Development Center 26501 Ave. 140 Porterville, CA 93258 

Project Location - City: Porterville Project Location - County: Tulare 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The proposed project replaces existing primary and secondary constant speed chillers with new variable speed 
chillers. Work will include replacement of existing cooling tower fan assemblies, variable frequency drives, distribution 
nozzles, fill/wet deck surface media, vibration cutoff switches, as well as refrigerant exhaust fan. Existing piping, 
ductwork, structural supports and hangers, and electrical systems will be retrofit. Most work will be interior to the 
Chilled Water Plant; however, the condenser water pump replacement and a new prefabricated equipment module to 
store variable frequency drives for equipment control will be in the cooling tower yard, 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Developmental Services 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Wayne Hawkins, Project Director II, Department of General 
Services-RESD-PMDB, (916)376-1622 

Exempt Status: (check one)  

No Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
No Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
No Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
Yes Categorical Exemption.: 15301 Existing Facilities 
No Statutory Exemptions. State code number:  

Reasons why project is exempt: 
Class 1 allows for the rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged facilities to meet current standards of public 
health and safety, that involve negligible or no expansion of use. The project area is within the National Register-
eligible Porterville State Hospital Historic District, however the only improvement that would be visible with the 
potential to affect the historic district is the introduction of a new modular building to house equipment within the 
cooling tower equipment yard. A review of the project drawings and specifications, conducted by a qualified 
Preservation Architect, determined that the new modular building could be removed in the future, will support the 
original function of the Boiler Plant, and will not significantly affect the integrity of the Porterville State Hospital Historic 
District. Therefore, no exceptions to this exemption apply. 

Lead Agency  
Contact Person: Michael Chordas, Facilities Planning Division  Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 916-645-2432 

  

Signature:   Date:   Title:   

Signed by Lead Agency: Yes Signed by Applicant: No 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date received for filing at OPR:   
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

September 14, 2021 ACA/ Architect
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