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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Freeman Diversion Sediment Management
	Lead Agency: United Water Conservation District
	Contact Name: Evan Lashly
	Email:  evanl@unitedwater.org
	Phone Number: 805-695-3657
	Project Location:            Santa Clara River, near Saticoy                                                     Ventura
	Project Description: The project would provide for the continued reliable operation and maintenance of the existing Facility by conducting sediment management and associated activities necessary to maintain the capacity and function of the Facility. The  project is specific to the upstream sediment management and associated activities; the  project would not expand the existing purpose or function of the Facility. The project would be implemented in two separate phases, referred to as Phase 1 and Phase 2, which collectively address an approximately six-acre sediment management area within the Santa Clara River channel. Phase 1 would address an initial 1.3-acre portion of the channel, followed by Phase 2 in subsequent years, which would address the remaining 4.7-acre portion of the total six-acre sediment management area. Activities that would occur under both project phases include access and staging, site preparation, in-channel sediment management, subsequent sediment management, and Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) that are designed to avoid or minimize potential environmental impacts and are included as part of the project design. Proper functioning of the Facility, which is to divert water and provide fish passage, is dependent upon the effective management of sediment that accumulates within the channel. If sediment accumulation is allowed to progress unchecked, it will threaten further discontinuity between the Facility and the river. Therefore, United has developed the proposed project and is seeking permits and authorizations to implement the project, which will provide the necessary level of sediment management to facilitate and maintain functionality of the Facility to ensure reliable diversions and fish passage functions.
	Project's Effects: The IS-MND identifies potential impacts to biological resources as less than significant with mitigation incorporated, with mitigation to require compensatory mitigation to offset the disturbance of sensitive natural communities of arroyo willow thickets, in the form of off-site mitigation lands located at United owned parcels within the Santa Clara River downstream of the Freeman Diversion Facility. The IS-MND also identifies potential impacts to cultural resources as less than significant with mitigation incorporated, with mitigation to conduct appropriate procedures in the event of an unanticipated discovery of archaeological resources.  The IS-MND  identifies potential impacts to geology and soils as less than significant with mitigation incorporated, with mitigation to conduct a worker's environmental training program with training on the procedures for the unanticipated discovery of paleontological resources.  With the implementation of mitigation measures identified in the IS-MND, the project would not result in significant impacts. 
	Areas of Controversy: No Native American tribes  requested government-to-government consultation under AB 52 regarding the project.
	List of Agencies: State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB); Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) – Los Angeles Basin Region; California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)


