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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Smith River Alliance Use Permit for the Upper Tryon Creek Enhancement Project - UP2116C
	Lead Agency: County of Del Norte
	Contact Name: Heidi Kunstal
	Email: hkunstal@co.del-norte.ca.us
	Phone Number: 707-464-7254
	Project Location: 6985 Lake Earl Drive, Fort Dick, Del Norte County, CA
	Project Description: This Enhancement Project will restore fish and wildlife habitat along 0.83 miles (4,400 feet) of Upper Tryon Creek, a Yontocket Slough and Smith River Estuary tributary. The project will restore natural channel flow paths, improve fish passage, and enhance riparian habitat on private agricultural land in the Smith River Flood Plain. Components include:(1)Removal of one crossing and upgrading two crossings that block fish passage and preclude natural stream function; (2) Removal of levees that limit Upper Tryon Creek floodplain connectivity and restoration  to historic flow paths. The construction of seven new offchannel alcoves. The project will enhance 3,300 linear feet of channel and construct 620 linear feet (0.5 acres) of additional alcove habitat; (3) Restoration of natural channel flow paths and instream habitat through grading and large wood installation; and (4) Enhancement of riparian habitat will be accomplished through invasive plant removal and installation of 7,350 native trees, shrubs, and wetland plants. The project will create an 85' wide riparian buffer with livestock control fencing along the entire riparian corridor (an average 35' buffer on both banks beyond the 15' bankfull width).
	Project's Effects: The restoration work will occur within Upper Tryon Creek in areas with known biological resources.  The draft Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration is being recirculated to address comments made by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.  The comment letter recommended that rare plant surveys be prepared prior to recirculating the environment document (preferred) or that a mitigation measure be added that addresses a clear protocol for Special Status Plant Species and what steps are to be taken if any are identified in the project area including mitigation and monitoring.  Mitigation Measure 2 was added to address this comment.  The same letter also recommended that all vegetation removal be completed outside of the nesting bird season and if this couldn't be identified that a mitigation measure be added with clear protocol and direction to ensure nesting locations are protected.  This mitigation measure includes a survey of the project area that must include specific information and be reported to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife within 3 business days of completion.  Buffer distances shall be determined in coordination with CDFW prior to the work beginning.  In the event that a nest is discovered, immediate consultation with CDFW staff must occur to determine the proper protocol to protect the nest.  Mitigation Measure 3 was added to address this comment.  Lastly, Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires a Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP), to be established.  All workers performing construction activities shall receive training regarding the environmental sensitivity of the site and the need to minimize impacts. Training regarding sensitive habitats, special-status species, laws and regulations, permit conditions, elk encounters, BMPs, safety, and trash removal will be covered. 
	Areas of Controversy: No known areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency. Special Status Plant Species and nesting birds have been addressed through added mitigation measures Bio-2 and Bio-3.
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Northern Region North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 1California Coastal Commission


