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SCH # 2021080222

Project Title: Paso Basin Land Use Planting Ordinance

Lead Agency: County of San Luis Obispo Department of Planning and Building

Contact Name: Aflin Singewald

asingewald@co.slo.ca.us (805) 781-5198

Email: Phone Number:

N/A San Luis Obispo
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The County of San Luis Obispo is proposing a new ordinance framework that would allow the County to continue
exercising its land use authority to regulate planting of production agricultural irrigated from groundwater wells within the
Paso Basin Land Use Management Area (PBLUMA; which consists of 313,661 acres in northeastern San Luis Obispo
County) after the termination date of the existing agricultural offset requirements. The majority of land within the PBLUMA
is designated as Agriculture, Rural Lands, and Residential Rural by the County’s General Plan. Existing uses within the
PBLUMA include agricultural uses, including seasonal grazing; residential, commercial, and industrial uses; and vacant,
undeveloped land. The new ordinance would also allow an exemption for farms to plant irrigated crops that were not able
to be planted under the existing agricultural offset requirements. The proposed ordinance would require a planting permit
or exemption verification for new or expanded planting of crops irrigated from groundwater wells within the PBLUMA.
Issuance of planting permits allowed under the proposed ordinance would be considered ministerial and would not
require discretionary actions. The proposed ordinance would be in effect from January 31, 2023 to January 31, 2045, for
a total of 22 years.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The project has the potential for significant effects to air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, paleontological
resources, greenhouse gas emissions, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, tribal cultural resources, and
utilities and service systems. Potentially significant impacts to air quality would be minimized with implementation of
Mitigation Measure (MM) AQ-1, which would amend the project to include construction emissions reduction as a
Condition of Approval (COA) within the San Luis Obispo County Code. Potentially significant impacts associated with
greenhouse gas emissions would be minimized with implementation of MM GHG-1, which would amend the project to
include carbon sequestration as a COA within the County Code. Potentially significant impacts to biological resources,
hydrology and water quality, and utilities and service systems would be minimized with implementation of MM UTIL-1,
which would amend the project to include well metering and reporting as a COA in the County Code, and MM UTIL-2,
which would amend the project to include a hydrology report as a COA in the County Code. Potentially significant
impacts to land use and planning would be minimized by implementation of the above MMs. Mitigation feasibility is
limited by the ministerial permitting approval authorized by the proposed planting ordinance, which is limited to the use of
fixed standards or objective measurements and cannot require the exercise of subjective judgement by County staff.
Mitigation measures that would require County staff to exercise subjective judgement would be infeasible and are
therefore not included in this document. Mitigation measures included in the Draft PEIR can be applied through the
ministerial permit process and would not require County staff to exercise subjective judgement. The goal of the ordinance
is to provide a ministerial streamlined permitting process to encourage and facilitate smaller agricultural endeavors that
would otherwise not be able to compete against larger concerns. Imposing additional measures that are costly and out of
proportion with the acreage of land under consideration for purposes of the ordinance would create an undue and
disproportional burden on the smaller enterprises that is not required for existing or larger enterprises. Significant impacts
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

During the project scoping process, the County received responses to the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) and input at the project scoping meeting held by the County related to agricultural
resources, biological resources, hydrology and water quality, tribal cultural resources, and water supply.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), California Department of Water Resources (DWR), California

Department of Conservation Division of Land Resources, and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) are
responsible agencies.

CDFW is also a trustee agency because the CDFW has jurisdiction over state-listed as endangered and threatened
species, including those that could be affected by project implementation.
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