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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021080196
	Project Title: Las Camas Solar Project Subsequent EIR
	Lead Agency: Merced County, Community and Economic Development Department
	Contact Name: Tiffany Ho, Deputy Director of Planning
	Email: Tiffany.Ho@countyofmerced.com
	Phone Number: 209-385-7654 
	Project Location: Merced County 
	Project Description: EDPR CA Solar Park III LLC (project applicant) proposes to develop, own, and operate a 200-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) ground-mounted solar photovoltaic (PV) power plant located on vacant lands in unincorporated Merced County. The goal of the proposed project is to provide renewable solar energy to be sold to a load serving entity through a power contract, generating electrical power from a clean source that would supplement the energy capacity of the existing power grid, thereby increasing the stability and operability of the transmission system, as well as offsetting supplies from fossil fuel generating sources.The applicant has filed applications for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) (CUP Application No. CUP 20-011), General Plan Amendment (General Plan Amendment Application No. 20-001), and Zone Change (Zone Change Application No. ZC 21-002) with Merced County to allow for the construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed project, which entails the long-term generation of clean renewable energy from solar power.
	Project's Effects: The Subsequent EIR analysis determined that with implementation of applicable mitigation measures from the Villages of Laguna San Luis Community Plan EIR analysis and new project-specific mitigation measures, no new significant impacts or substantially more severe significant impacts would occur compared to the significant impacts identified in the previous EIR, with one exception: Project-related exceedance of the relevant landfill’s permitted capacity. Under the proposed project, this impact would remain significant and unavoidable and would be more severe than the significant and unavoidable impact identified in the previous EIR due to the additional solid waste that would be generated during solar project decommissioning (and to a lesser extent, operation between 2054 and 2060). The following mitigation measures are proposed for the project to reduce potential impacts in the areas: AES-1 to reduce impacts to visual character; AES-3 limits hours of construction near residences;  AQ-3 requires employing dust control measures and reduce exposure to pollutants during construction; BIO-1a through BIO-1g include measure to minimize impacts on biological resources and protected species in the project area; CUL-1 addresses unanticipated discovery of cultural resources; CUL-2 restricts overland vehicle travel in sensitive areas during biological monitoring; CUL-3 calls for avoidance of archaeological resources during invasive plant abatement activities; GEO-1 requires site-specific measures to reduce the potential impacts from construction to induce seismic-related ground failure; WQ-1 requires development and implementation of grading and erosion control BMPs; NOI-1 requires generator equipment comply with MCC requirements; WF-3a requires fire suppression systems; WF-3b requires implementing a fire protection plan.
	Areas of Controversy: Based on the comments received during the scoping process, areas of known controversy and issues to be resolved include: Potential land use conflicts due to proximity of solar project site and off-site residential redesignation area to the Billy Wright landfill; impacts of zone change on planned community development and potential expansion of the Billy Wright landfill; construction impacts on sensitive receptors, including impacts from air emissions, dust, and noise; traffic impacts from construction vehicles; groundwater availability and the project’s contribution to regional water supply demands in the event groundwater is used as a water source; impacts to existing San Luis Water District facilities; and visual impacts of solar panels and gen-tie line poles on residential area to north of project site.
	List of Agencies: - County of Merced- US Fish and Wildlife Service - California Department of Fish and Wildlife - San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District - Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board - California Department of Transportation - California Independent System Operator (CAISO) - San Luis Water District- California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) - Merced County Fire Department 


