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Project Location - City: 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning proposes a new community standards district for the 
unincorporated area of Green Valley to preserve the existing character and nature in this area. Development 
standards applicable to this community will be more environmentally protective and will further limit changes to 
road design, native vegetation, lighting, and commercial development and design. See attachment for 
additional information.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project:  Los Angeles County



ATTACHMENT TO NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

GREEN VALLEY COMMUNITY STANDARDS DISTRICT 

1. Project Description

The Los Angeles County (“County”) Department of Regional Planning is undertaking 
the process of creating a set of standards specific to the community of Green Valley. 
This community, along with others in the Antelope Valley, approached the Regional 
Planning Department requesting preservation of their rural lifestyle. After meeting with 
members of the community, there was an expressed interest to add requirements to 
standardize new subdivisions in rural areas; preserve the existing narrow road design 
without curbs, gutters, or sidewalks; create additional development standards for 
commercial businesses and signage; and encourage use of native plant species as 
part of discretionary development projects, where appropriate. The proposed Green 
Valley Community Standards District will include the abovementioned standards 
which will be more environmentally protective and restrictive than what is currently 
allowed within the Zoning Code (Title 22). No construction activities or specific 
developments are proposed as part of this project.  
2. Description of Project Site

The Green Valley community is located within the Angeles National Forest1 north of 
Santa Clarita along San Francisquito Canyon Road where it intersects with Spunky 
Canyon Road. The community is south of Elizabeth Lake Road and northwest of the 
Bouquet Canyon Reservoir. An attached map depicts the boundaries of the proposed 
Green Valley Community Standards District. The community spans several USGS 
map pages, but most of the community is located within the Green Valley Quadrant, 
which is attached for reference as well.  
Properties located within this area are mainly developed with single-family residences 
or are vacant. There are a few local businesses such as a hardware store, gas 
stations, and convenience markets. There is a community center, fire station, water 
company, and faith-based organizations within the boundaries of this area. This 
community is served by private water and sewer systems. 
The community is defined by its surrounding hillsides and oak woodland. The Pacific 
Crest Trail 2is northeast of Green Valley. The Santa Clara River flows alongside San 
Francisquito Canyon Road and Spunky Canyon Road through the community; as 

1 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping: 
http://rpags.hosted.lac.com/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=GISNET.GIS-NET, Accessed July 7, 2020  
Layer: National Forest – (Angeles National Forest) information from the U.S. National Forest Service 
2 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Trail – (Pacific Crest Trail) Identified on 
the adopted 2007 Trails Map in reference to the National Scenic and National Historic Trail Webmap) 

http://rpags.hosted.lac.com/Html5Viewer/index.html?viewer=GISNET.GIS-NET


such, many properties are located within the Flood Plain (100-year Flood Plain)3. 
Several properties in the southwestern region of this community are in the Santa Clara 
River Significant Ecological Area4. The entirety of the community is located within a 
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone5 and the Rural Outdoor Lighting District6. 
Properties along the Santa Clara River7 in the northerly portion of the community are 
located within a Liquefaction Zone8 and there are approximately three parcels that 
contain Landslide Zone9 areas near the northern boundary of the community. 
3. Reasons Why This Project is Exempt

The project qualifies for Class 1, Existing Facilities; Class 2, Replacement or 
Reconstruction; Class 3 New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures; Class 
4, Minor Alterations to Land; Class 7, Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection 
of Natural Resources; Class 8, Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the 
Environment; Class 11, Accessory Structures; Class 20, Changes in Organization of 
Local Agencies; and Class 21 Enforcement Actions by Regulatory Agencies under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) Guidelines Sections 15301, 15302, 
15303, 15304, 15307, 15308, 15311, 15320, and 15321 as classes of projects which 
do not have a significant effect on the environment. 
Class 1: Section 15301, Existing Facilities 

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, 
or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical 
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing 
or former use…Examples include, but are not limited to: 

3 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: 100-Year Flood Plain – information from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
4 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Significant Ecological Area – Department 
of Regional Planning General Plan 2035 
5 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Fire Hazard – Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone Only – information from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection – Fire and 
Resource Assessment Program (FRAP), CALFIRE, and the County of Los Angeles Fire Department 
6 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Rural Outdoor Lighting District – 
Department of Regional Planning Ordinance adopted by the Board of Supervisors in November of 2012 
7 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: River, Channel, or Stream – (Santa Clara 
River) information from the USGS National Hydrography Data Set (https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-
systems/ngp/national-hydrography/national-hydrography-dataset?qt-science_support_page_related_con=0#qt-
science_support_page_related_con) 
8 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Liquefaction Zone – information from 
the California Geological Survey 
(http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/index.html?map=regulatorymaps) 
9 Los Angeles County GIS interactive mapping (as previously cited); Layer: Landslide Zone –information from the 
California Geological Survey 
(http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/index.html?map=regulatorymaps) 

https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/national-hydrography/national-hydrography-dataset?qt-science_support_page_related_con=0#qt-science_support_page_related_con
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/national-hydrography/national-hydrography-dataset?qt-science_support_page_related_con=0#qt-science_support_page_related_con
https://www.usgs.gov/core-science-systems/ngp/national-hydrography/national-hydrography-dataset?qt-science_support_page_related_con=0#qt-science_support_page_related_con
http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/index.html?map=regulatorymaps
http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/informationwarehouse/index.html?map=regulatorymaps


(c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails,
and similar facilities…

(h) Maintenance of existing landscaping, native growth, and water supply reservoirs…

The project will not alter or cause for removal any existing, permitted structures on 
property. The development standards will only impact new changes that are proposed 
to a site. For example, one development standard will exclude the addition of new 
outdoor advertising signs (billboards) within the community. There is an adopted Rural 
Outdoor Lighting Ordinance that is already in effect and applies to properties within 
this community. The project will refer to this ordinance for lighting requirements as 
they relate to signage.  
The Green Valley Community Standards District will include development standards 
that restrict the road widths and prohibit the use of curbs, gutters, and sidewalks, 
unless deemed necessary by the County. These standards are intended to preserve 
the design of existing roads and therefore, the project will be consistent with the 
existing character and baseline condition of the community. 
The project also proposes the inclusion of development standards to encourage 
planting native vegetation as part of discretionary project reviews. Currently, there are 
vegetation protections in the adopted Significant Ecological Area Ordinance, Hillside 
Management Ordinance, Oak Tree Ordinance, and the Oak Woodlands Management 
Plan. The inclusion of these new standards would provide an additional layer of 
vegetation protection and allow for the maintenance of existing landscaping and 
natural growth on private property. 
Class 2: Section 15302, Replacement or Reconstruction 

Class 2 consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities 
where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and 
will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced, 
including but not limited to: 

(b) Replacement of a commercial structure with a new structure of substantially the
same size, purpose, and capacity.

(d) Conversion of overhead electric utility distribution system facilities to underground
including connection to existing overhead utility distribution lines where the surface is
restored to the condition existing prior to undergrounding.

The project will not alter the current Zoning Code (Title 22) as it applies to replacement 
or reconstruction of structures as identified in Chapter 22.172 of the Los Angeles 
County Code. Development standards will be added for signage and projects in 
commercial zones. However, these standards would only be applied when new 
construction or replacement is proposed and will be more stringent than the existing 
Zoning Code allowances. Road standards are meant to continue the existing narrow 



rural design without sidewalks, curbs, or gutters, unless deemed necessary by other 
departments. Therefore, the aforementioned standards will fit into this categorical 
exemption class.  
The community is interested in requiring the undergrounding of utilities. This 
development standard may be applicable to new subdivision projects. 
Class 3: Section 15303, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures 

Class 3 consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities 
and structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; 
and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only 
minor modifications are made in the exterior of the structure…Examples of this 
exemption include, but are not limited to: 

(a) One single-family residence, or a second dwelling unit in a residential zone…

(b) A store, motel, office, restaurant or similar structure not involving the use of
significant amounts of hazardous substances, and not exceeding 2,500 square
feet in floor area…

The project will include development standards for ministerial projects to include 
development standards for commercial zones that limit the size of the buildings, 
specify colors to blend with the surrounding environment, limit usage of certain 
building materials, require architectural elements found in rural areas, restrict hours of 
operation to be consistent with the current hours in the community, and direct where 
parking should be located on the property. These standards will be more restrictive 
than the general code and will help to maintain lower profile buildings that use colors 
and materials that match the existing environment. These new standards will maintain 
the existing aesthetic and character of the community. 
Class 4: Section 15304, Minor Alterations to Land 

Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, 
and/or vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except 
for forestry or agricultural purposes. Examples include, but are not limited to:  

(b) New gardening or landscaping, including the replacement of existing conventional
landscaping with water efficient or fire resistance landscaping.

This project proposes development standards to evaluate proposed vegetation 
removal and encourage planting of native vegetation as part of discretionary 
development projects. Although there are adopted ordinances (mentioned above) that 
protect vegetation, this community standards district would add a new layer of 
protection for plants in areas that may not otherwise be protected. These standards 
will be more environmentally protective than the current Zoning Code. 



Class 7: Section 15307, Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of 
Natural Resources 

Class 7 consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies as authorized by state law or 
local ordinance to assure the maintenance, restoration, or enhancement of a natural 
resource where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the 
environment…Construction activities are not included in this exemption. 

This project will include a set of development standards that will be more stringent 
than the existing County Code and therefore, will be more protective of the 
environment. The development standards will include evaluation of native vegetation 
removal and encouragement of planting native and/or non-invasive plant species as 
part of discretionary development projects.  
Class 8: Section 15308, Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the 
Environment 

Class 8 consists of actions taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or 
local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection 
of the environment where the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of 
the environment. Construction activities and relaxation of standards allowing 
environmental degradation are not included in this exemption. 

The proposed project will further protect the environment and prevent environmental 
degradation with the addition of standards restricting the size, operation hours, and 
design of development in commercial zones; limiting expansion of roads; prohibiting 
new billboards; mitigating native vegetation removal as part of discretionary 
development projects; and encouraging the use of native plant species in new 
landscaping. None of the proposed development standards will relax the existing code 
requirements or allow additional environmental degradation. 
Class 11: Section 15311, Accessory Structures 

Class 11 consists of construction, or placement of minor structures accessory to 
(appurtenant to) existing commercial, industrial, or institutional facilities, including but 
not limited to: 

(a) On-premise signs;

Development standards related to commercial signage are proposed as part of this 
project. The project also proposes to include a prohibition on new outdoor advertising 
signs (billboards). 
Class 20: Section 15320, Changes in Organization of Local Agencies 

Class 20 consists of changes in the organization or reorganization of local 
governmental agencies where the changes do not change the geographical area in 



which previously existing powers are exercised. Examples include, but are not limited 
to: 

(a) Establishment of a subsidiary district;

 This project will establish a new district with an additional layer of standards for a 
specific community. This community will remain within the unincorporated area of Los 
Angeles and will still be governed by the Board of Supervisors. This additional district 
will only apply specific development standards to this specified area with the intention 
of preserving its existing rural character and natural vegetation. 
Class 21: Section 15321, Enforcement Actions by Regulatory Agencies 

Class 21 consists of: 

(a) Actions by regulatory agencies to enforce or revoke a lease, permit, license,
certificate, or other entitlement for use issued, adopted, or prescribed by the
regulatory agency or enforcement of a law, general rule, standard, or objective,
administered or adopted by the regulatory agency. Such actions include, but are
not limited to, the following:
(1) The direct referral of a violation of lease, permit, license, certificate, or

entitlement for use or of a general rule, standard or objective to the Attorney
General, District Attorney, or City Attorney as appropriate, for judicial
enforcement;

(2) The adoption of an administrative decision or order enforcing or revoking the
lease, permit, license, certificate, or entitlement for use or enforcing the general
rule, standard, or objective.

This project proposes to add additional development standards to the Green Valley 
community with the objective of preserving its existing character. These standards will 
result in more environmental protections to the area. Any violation to these rules will 
enforced pursuant to Chapter 22.242 of the Zoning Code. 
4. Review of Possible Exceptions to the Categorical Exemptions

Section 15300.2 of the CEQA Guidelines identifies circumstances when a categorical 
exemption cannot be used.  This project has been reviewed to determine if any of the 
conditions listed in this section might invalidate findings that the project is exempt 
under CEQA. None of these exceptions to the categorical exemptions are applicable: 
(a) Location: This project qualifies for Classes 3, 4, and 11 which each require

analysis by location in order ensure that a project is not located in a particularly
sensitive environment where its impacts would ordinarily be insignificant, but
circumstantially would be significant. This project includes the addition of
development standards for commercial zones to limit the size of the buildings,
specify colors to blend with the surrounding environment, limit usage of certain
building materials, restrict hours of operation to be consistent with the current



hours in the community and direct where parking should be located on the 
property; limit the size and types of signage; and add native vegetation protections. 
Although there are properties located within the boundaries of the project that are 
mapped as being located within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, Flood 
Zone, Landslide Zone, Liquefaction Zone, and Significant Ecological Area, none 
of the proposed standards will create a significant impact on the environment due 
to the project’s location being in one of these mapped areas. Additionally, all future 
development projects proposed within the area of the Green Valley Community 
Standards District will continue to be reviewed by the County Fire Department, 
Public Health, and Public Works to ensure compliance with County Code 
requirements.  

(b) Cumulative Impact: The project will not have any adverse impact on the
environment either individually or cumulatively since all development standards
applied to this community will be more restrictive and environmentally protective
than the current standards in the Zoning Code.

(c) Significant Effect: No unusual circumstances will cause this project to have a
significant effect on the environment because the development standards are
related to the addition of native vegetation protections, limitations on signage and
road design, stricter standards for commercial zones including building and site
design, standards guiding new subdivisions, and the prohibition of new billboards.
None of these standards will impact existing approved uses and will only guide
future development with more environmentally protective standards.

(d) Scenic Highways: None of the highways located within the community of Green
Valley are officially designated as state scenic highways.10

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites: The project is not located on a site which is included on
any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. No active
or open hazardous sites were identified at or adjacent to the project site.11

(f) Historical Resources: California Historical Landmark No. 717 is the Angeles
National Forest. The project is located within the Angeles National Forest, but the
development standards that are proposed will not cause a significant impact to this
resource as they will be more restrictive and will include protections for vegetation
as part of discretionary projects, which will be a positive contribution to the
aesthetics of the Angeles National Forest. 12

10 Caltrans list of officially designated State Scenic Highways (from Caltrans website: 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-
highways, accessed July 7, 2020). 
11 EnviroStor Database https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/ and GeoTracker Database 
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/, both accessed July 7, 2020). 
12 Los Angeles County Historical Landmark Database: 
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/HLRCRegistry.pdf; California Historical Landmarks Database: 
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21427; and the National Register of Historic Places: 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm, all accessed July 7, 2020). 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/supdocs/HLRCRegistry.pdf
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=21427
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm
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              Orthorectified Image
             An orthorectified image is a layer in every product and is provided by the USDA-FSA-APFO from the National Agriculture Image
              Program (NAIP) in the conterminous US. This offers the USGS a consistent image product for the conterminous 48 states, normally with a
              one meter resolution in natural color, though resolution varies by collection date, and higher-res source data may be downsampled to 1
              or 1.5 meter resolution for US Topo maps. The NAIP image in this product is public domain with no reuse constraints.
             https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/aerial-photography/imagery-programs/naip-imagery/
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         Image
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau, Geography Division
             2014
             Transportation, Census Roads
             vector digital data
             Dataset source is Census Bureau MAF/TIGER database extracts in the form of TIGER/Line Shapefiles. The TIGER/Line
              shapefiles and related database files are an extract of selected geographic and cartographic information from the U.S.
              Census Bureau's Master Address File/Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing (MAF/TIGER) Database
              (MTDB). The MTDB represents a seamless national file with no overlaps or gaps between parts, however, each TIGER/Line
              shapefile is designed to stand alone as an independent dataset, or they can be combined to cover the entire nation. The
              U.S. Geological Survey filters Census roads to remove short road segments which are less than 500 feet in length, are not
              named and are classified as local roads. The USGS National Transportation Dataset functional road classification system is
              applied to the Census datasets. The original TIGER/Line Shapefile products are not copyrighted however TIGER/Line and
              Census TIGER are registered trademarks of the U.S. Census Bureau. The horizontal spatial accuracy information present in
              the TIGER/Line shapefiles is provided for the purposes of statistical analysis and census operations only and the data may
              not be suitable for high-precision measurement applications. Full metadata for TIGER/Line shapefiles is available from
              U.S. Census Bureau
             http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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               20161006
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         Roads - Census
         Road centerlines, route numbers, road classification, street names
      
       
         
           
             Alaska Department of Transportation
             2013
             Transportation, public domain roads
             Vector digital data
             This record applies to Alaska data only. Roads gathered from various state and local sources, integrated by the
              Alaska Department of Transportation (ADOT) and provided to USGS for use in USGS map products. This specific road dataset
              is unpublished, but earlier versions are published on the ADOT web site.
             http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/mapping/
          
        
         25000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20161006
               20161006
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         Roads - Alaska Department of Transportation
         Road centerlines, road classification, street names
      
       
         
           
             USFS
             2015
             Transportation, USFS FSTopo roads
             Vector digital data
             The FSTopo database was originally populated with Cartographic Feature File (CFF) data. CFF data were derived from the standard
              Forest Service Primary Base Series (PBS) or Single Edition Series (SES) map as part of the Forest Service National Geographic
              Information System Plan. PBS and SES maps were developed from the U.S. Geological Survey 1:24,000-scale, 7.5-minute topographic map
              series, with enhancements and regular revisions to satisfy Forest Service needs. Except in Alaska, where 1:63,360-scale maps are used,
              the original USGS 1:24,000-scale source maps were constructed to meet National Map Accuracy Standards, which require that 90 percent of
              all well-defined features shown on the map are within .02 inches of their true location. CFF data were collected using methods and the
              best technologies available to ensure that digitized elements were captured within .003 inches of corresponding elements shown on source
              maps. The USDA Geospatial Service and Technology Center (GSTC) uses the same data collection accuracy standard for additions and
              revisions to the data. Only maps in USDA Forest Service areas will contain USDA Forest roads.
             http://www.fs.fed.us/gstc/
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         Roads - USFS FSTopo
         Road centerlines, route numbers, road classification, street names
      
       
         
           
             USFS
             Publication Date
             Transportation, National Park Service roads
             Vector digital data
             In 2016, The National Parks Service (NPS) began contributing roads to the USGS National Transportation Database (NTD) for use in
              The National Map and US Topo maps. The Intermountain Region and Alaska Region were the first covered areas. USGS converts NPS roads into
              NTD schema, performs minimal QC/edit, joins the edges between NPS and Census MAF/TIGER at the NPS boundary (AK DOT in Alaska), and loads
              the data into the NTD for use in The National Map viewer and US Topo maps. Due to different vintages of the data and different road
              requirements of the agencies, misjoins along NPS boundaries are possible.
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         Roads - National Park Service
         Road centerlines, route numbers, road classification, street names
      
       
         
           
             Various government agencies and volunteer organizations
             2014
             Recreational Trails
             Vector digital data
             The first recreational trails were added to US Topo maps in 2013. The data for trails come from a variety of
              sources. Accuracy and currency is the responsibility of the data owner; USGS evaluates the authoritativeness of the source
              but does not independently verify data accuracy. Trails are not complete, and will not be complete for the foreseeable
              future. Trails will be added as data become available from land management agencies and other authoritative sources. All
              recreational trails information presented on US Topo maps is public domain, though the original source data is not
              necessarily public domain. This metadata section documents all data sources for all maps, not this specific map. Trails
              listed here are not guaranteed to be present on all relevant maps, due to schedule differences between data delivery and
              US Topo production schedules. Feature-level metadata is not provided in the US Topo product; there is no link between a
              line on the map and the source of that specific trail. Notes on data sources follow --------- For the 11 National Scenic
              Trails (NST): Ice Age National Scenic Trail: data provided by the volunteer organization Ice Age Trail Alliance,
              http://www.iceagetrail.org, in cooperation with National Park Service and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. -
              Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail: unpublished data provided by US Forest Service - Appalachian National Scenic Trail:
              data published by the Appalachian Trial Conservancy, http://appalachiantrail.org/about-the-trail/mapping-gis-data, in
              cooperation with National Park Service - North Country National Scenic Trail: unpublished dataset provided by National
              Park Service - Arizona National Scenic Trail: data from AZGEO Clearinghouse, https://azgeo.az.gov/azgeo/, in cooperation
              with U.S. Forest Service - Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail: unpublished data provided by US Forest Service -
              Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail: unpublished dataset provided by National Park Service --------- For other trail types
              and sources: US Fish and Wildlife Service lands: the USFWS Hiking Trails Inventory is administered by the US Department of
              Transportation Federal Highway Administration, and Pacific Western Technologies, LTD. The purpose of the dataset is to
              create a baseline inventory of all non-motorized trails on US Fish and Wildlife Service Stations. - US Forest Service
              lands: trails within National Forests are from unpublished data provided by USFS. These data are developed from sources of
              differing accuracy. US Topo does not portray access and travel management information indicating which trails are managed
              for or open to specific modes of travel (motorized/non-motorized) or associated seasons of use. USFS trails (other than
              selected NSTs described above) are currently shown on US Topo only in Colorado. - The International Mountain Bicycling
              Association, IMBA, shares their bicycle trails data with USGS as part of an ongoing partnership. IMBA-collected trails are
              generally not shown inside delineated Federal lands (e.g., National Forests) on US Topo maps.
             https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/index.htm
             http://www.pnts.org
             http://www.fws.gov/gis/data/national/
             https://www.imba.com/
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         Recreational Trails
         Trail centerline
      
       
         
           
             Federal land management agencies
             2016
             Points of Interest
             vector digital data
             Includes campgrounds, trailheads, visitor centers. Point data was provided by various federal agencies, such as NPS, US Forest
              Service, BLM, US FWS.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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               2016
            
          
           ground condition
        
         Structures - various
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers 
             20120101
             Fire Stations
             Vector digital data
             Any location where fire fighters are stationed or based out of, or where equipment that such personnel use in carrying out their
              jobs is stored for ready use. Fire Departments which are Mobile Units and not having a permanent location, are included, in which case
              their location has been depicted at the city/town hall or at the center of their service area if a city/town hall does not exist. This
              dataset includes those locations primarily engaged in forest or grasslands fire fighting, including fire lookout towers if the towers
              are in current use for fire protection purposes. This dataset includes both private and governmental entities. Locations that serve only
              administrative function are excluded. Locations serving both administrative and operational functions are included.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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           ground condition
        
         Structures - Fire Stations
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)
             Vector digital data
             The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the Federal and national standard for geographic nomenclature. The U.S.
              Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository of domestic geographic
              names data, the official vehicle for geographic names use by all departments of the Federal Government, and the source for applying
              geographic names to Federal electronic and printed products.
             http://geonames.usgs.gov/
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               19810119
               20170209
            
          
           publication date
        
         Geographic Names
         Geographic feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, USDA Forest Service, and other
              Federal, State and local partners. National Hydrography Dataset is a component of a comprehensive base geospatial data
              model.
             20100820
             Hydrography
             vector digital data
             The National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) is a feature-based database that interconnects and uniquely identifies the
              stream segments or reaches that make up the nation's surface water drainage system. The high-resolution NHD was originally
              created using 1:24,000-scale data. State and Local Stewards are improving the data by incorporating local updates based on
              more current and more accurate source data. Water features in the real world are relatively dynamic and the differences at
              the time of data collection mean that water features may not register exactly to other layers. The hydrographic feature
              names contained in and displayed by the NHD are extracted and validated from the Geographic Names Information System
              (GNIS). Spatial objects may be filtered or generalized to achieve a 1:24,000-scale representation.
             http://nhd.usgs.gov/
             http://nhd.usgs.gov/gnis.html
             http://nhdgeo.usgs.gov/metadata/nhd_high.htm
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         Hydrography
         Hydrography features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
             Publication Date
             Wetlands - Emergent and Forest/Shrub
             vector digital data
             This data set represents the extent, approximate location and type of wetlands and deepwater habitats in the United States and
              its Territories. While the Fish and Wildlife Service produces a variety of wetland categories, only two (Emergent and Forest/Shrub
              wetlands as defined by Cowardin et al. (1979)) are included on US Topo Maps.The emergent wetlands depicted do not include lakes, rivers,
              open water ponds, deepwater marine and estuarine features or non-vegetated, farmed, intermittent and temporarily flooded wetlands. The
              goal is to provide a visual depiction of the approximate location and extent of Emergent and Forest/Shrub wetlands. Digital wetlands
              data are intended for use with base maps and digital aerial photography at a scale of 1:12,000 or smaller. Due to the scale, the primary
              intended use is for data display on the US Topo Maps. This data display is not intended for analysis. The map products were neither
              designed or intended to represent legal or regulatory products. Questions or comments regarding the interpretation or classification of
              wetlands can be addressed by visiting http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html These data were developed in conjunction with the
              publication Cowardin, L.M., V. Carter, F.C. Golet, and E.T. LaRoe. 1979. Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United
              States. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC. FWS/OBS-79/31. For more information on the wetland
              classification codes visit http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html. Note that coastline delineations were drawn to follow
              the extent of wetland features as described by this project and may not match the coastline shown in other base maps.
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html
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           publication date
        
         Wetlands - Emergent and Forest/Shrub
         Spatial information
      
       
         
           
              U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service - Washington Office Automated Lands Program (ALP). 
             2009
             USDA Forest Service Boundary
             vector digital data
             The forest service boundaries defined by the USDA Forest Service encompassing the National Forest System (NFS) lands within the
              original proclaimed National Forests, along with lands added to the NFS which have taken on the status of 'reserved from the public
              domain' under the General Exchange Act. The following area types are included: National Forest, Experimental Area, Experimental Forest,
              Experimental Range, Land Utilization Project, National Grassland, Purchase Unit, and Special Management Area. The nationwide Proclaimed
              Forest dataset was created by the USDA Forest Service, Washington Office Automated Lands Program (ALP) staff from collected source data
              created by the Regional Offices. Only maps in USDA Forest Service areas will contain USDA Forest boundaries.
          
        
         24000
         digital data
         
           
             
               20170630
               20170630
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         USDA Forest Service Boundaries
         National Forest Service Boundaries
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau
             20140401
             State and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey, and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration.
             http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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           publication date
        
         State Boundaries
         State and Equivalent Boundary
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau
             2014
             County and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration for US Topo.
             http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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         County Boundaries
         County and Equivalent Boundary
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Dept. of Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Division of Support Services, Branch of Information Resource
              Management
             2012
             Public Land Survey System
             vector digital data
             The PLSS information is for general reference purposes only, and should not be used to determine legal boundaries or land
              ownership. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is the authoritative source for PLSS information at the federal level, and the US Topo
              representation is derived from BLM GIS data files called Cadastral National Spatial Data Infrastructure or CadNSDI. The management of
              these data is not completely uniform throughout the country. Although this metadata record is included with all maps, PLSS is currently
              shown on US Topo Maps for only a few states. PLSS will be added to US Topo maps in more states in coming years as BLM authorized CadNSDI
              format is made available. The three layers USGS stores from PLSS are the Township, First Division and Special Surveys. Metadata for BLM
              PLSS data is at http://www.geocommunicator.gov/GeoComm/metadata/index.htm#PLSS, though this URL may change in the near future. Alternate
              sources of PLSS data will continued to be served mainly in western states where BLM is the data steward or the data is from a trusted
              source. Notes on individual states follow,----Alaska PLSS consists of protracted (computed, not surveyed) data only. For more
              information see http://sdms.ak.blm.gov/sdms/data_protracted_grid_gis.html----Ohio was the original PLSS state in the early 1800s, and
              the land network there is unusually complex. The source data include four first-division parcel types. These are all shown on US Topo
              maps, and are labeled according to BLM's attribution, with a leading letter followed by either a number or more letters. The meanings of
              the leading letters are S=Section, F=Fractional Section, L=Lot, Q=Quarter Township.
             https://sdms.ak.blm.gov/sdms/
             https://navigator.blm.gov/home
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               20180510
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         Public Land Survey System - BLM
         Townships and ranges, sections
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey, National Geospatial Technical Operations Center - National Elevation Dataset is a component of
              a comprehensive base geospatial data model.
             20020401
             Hypsography
             Vector digital data
             This contour featureclass was generated from the 1/3 arc-second version of the 3D Elevation Program. The intended
              viewing scale for these features is 1:24,000. The contours are derived from a filtered elevation raster to achieve
              smoother arcs. In some areas, the 3DEP data may be modified by the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) flow lines and water
              bodies to facilitate improved integration between the hypsography and hydrography on USGS map products. These contours
              were generated primarily for use as a layer in GeoPDFs created in the digital mapping program. The raster data source of
              contours is the 3D Elevation Program 1/3 arc-second layer. Secondary datasets include the high resolution flow lines,
              water bodies, and areas from the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD). The NHD layers are used in hydro-enforcement of the
              DEM prior to contour generation. The goals of the hydro-enforcement are to prevent contour lines from extending over the
              surface of water bodies and to align the contour reentrants with the NHD single- line streams. The 3DEP raster cells are
              converted to points. Those points, along with the NHD flow lines are input into an interpolation tool to create a new
              surface. The NHD water bodies and areas are preprocessed to attach the minimum and maximum elevation to each polygon. From
              these precalculated values, an appropriate value is calculated by which to raise the elevation cells under the NHD
              polygons. The NHD polygons are then converted into rasters, which in turn will be used to generate a mosaic that includes
              the new raster surface. The mosaic is filtered to provide smoother contour lines. Contours are generated and depression
              and index contours are identified. There is no guarantee or warranty concerning the accuracy of the data. Users should be
              aware that temporal changes may have occurred since these data were collected and generated and that some parts of these
              data may no longer represent actual surface conditions. Hydro-enforcement and generalization can also significantly alter
              the spatial characteristics of the contours. Users should not use these data for critical applications without a full
              awareness of its limitations.
             http://Hs.gov/
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               20180720
            
          
           publication date
        
         Hypsography
         Contours
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             2016
             Land Cover - Woodland
             Vector digital data
             The Woodland Tint is a derivative land cover product created using several national map layers: three National Land Cover
              Database (NLCD) 2011 raster layers (Tree Canopy, Imperviousness, and Land Cover); and two vector layers (National Hydrography Dataset
              and Transportation). The process begins with masking the NLCD 2011 Tree Canopy Data cartographic with NLCD 2011 Imperviousness (values
              from 1-100), and NLCD 2011 Land Cover (value 11 = Open Water). The resulting raster data with canopy values of 20 and greater are
              converted to woodland vector polygons and smoothed via the Paek Algorithm. The woodland polygons are masked with buffered Transportation
              (Roads, Airport Runways, and Railroads) and Hydrography (NHD Areas excluding Inundation Area and NHD Waterbodies excluding Swamp/Marsh).
              The resulting polygons are checked for scale appropriate size (minimum size of one acre), and the small woodland polygons as well as
              small clearings within the woodland polygons are deleted. For Hawaii and Puerto Rico, two National Land Cover Database (NLCD) raster
              layers (Tree Canopy 2011 and Imperviousness 2001): and two vector layers(National Hydrography Dataset and Transportation) are used. The
              resulting raster data is carried out as before to produce the polygon vector data. For Alaska, the Woodland Tint is a derivative land
              cover product created using five national map layers: one raster layer, National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 2011 (Land Cover); and four
              vector layers (National Hydrography Dataset, Transportation Roads, Transportation Airports and Transportation Railroads). The process
              begins with combining three NLCD 2011 Land Cover V1 Classes (41 - Deciduous Forest, 42 - Evergreen Forest, and 43 - Mixed Forest). The
              resulting raster data was converted to woodland vector polygons, and smoothed via the Paek Algorithm. The woodland polygons are masked
              with buffered Transportation (Roads, Airport Runways, and Railroads) and Hydrography (NHD Areas excluding Inundation Areas and NHD
              Waterbodies excluding Swamp/Marsh). The resulting polygons are checked for scale appropriate size (minimum size of one acre), and the
              small woodland polygons as well as small clearings within the woodland polygons are deleted.
             http://nationalmap.gov
             https://www.mrlc.gov/nlcd2011.php
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         Land Cover - Woodland
         National Landcover Dataset; National Hydrography Dataset; National Transportation Dataset
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Shaded Relief
             raster digital data
             The Shaded relief is a derivative elevation product created from the USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) 1/3 arc-second DEM data.
              First there are five separate shaded relief datasets created from the original data. Each shaded relief has different azimuths and
              altitude values as follows: 00 450, 1350 600, 2700 450, 3150 450, 450 450. These five datasets are then combined into one feature class
              using map algebra to compute the raster layers using the following equation shadedrelief1 + shadedrelief2 + shadedrelief3 +
              (shadedrelief4 x 2) + shaded relief5 \ 6. This equation gives double importance to the 3150 azimuth and 450 elevation.
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         3D Elevation Program
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Grids and Coordinate System
             Geographic Coordinate, U.S. National Grid, and UTM grid values are displayed along the map projection.
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         U.S. National Grid, UTM grid.
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What is a US Topo map?


A US Topo map is a digital topographic map that covers 7.5-minutes of longitude by 7.5-minutes of latitude and is produced at a scale of 
1:24,000. US Topo maps are freely distributable and are available for download on the Web from the USGS Store 
(https://store.usgs.gov) in Portable Document Format (PDF) with geospatial extensions. PDF maps can be viewed and printed with any 
conforming PDF software. Versions 9.x and later of Adobe® Reader® and Acrobat® software provide access to the geospatial function-
ality of the US Topo map. Adobe Reader is available for free at http://get.adobe.com/reader. More information about US Topo maps and 
their use is available at https://nationalmap.gov/ustopo.


The base data layer of a US Topo map is a recent orthographic aerial photograph. These orthoimages have been corrected to remove 
scale distortions that result from the varying terrain and deviations of the aircraft’s position from the true vertical. The maps include 
contours that show the shape of the Earth’s surface, hydrographic features such as lakes and rivers, roads, boundaries, and geograph-
ic names. Additional data from the geographic data themes of transportation, names, elevation, hydrography, boundaries, structures 
(such as fire stations) and land cover (such as woodland tint) is being added to the maps as they are updated, resulting in a product 
that will become progressively more robust over time. Feature data is incorporated from national Geographic Information System (GIS) 
databases under the stewardship of USGS data programs. The US Topo map is intended for conventional map users, not for advanced 
GIS analysis. However, most of the data sources used are in the public domain and may be downloaded for free from The National Map 
(TNM) (https://nationalmap.gov).


US Topo maps are revised on a three-year production cycle.


Symbols on US Topo Maps


The underlying orthoimage for each US Topo map shows those features on the Earth’s surface that are visible to the eye. Because each 
map is made at a scale of 1:24,000 (one inch on the map represents 24,000 inches or 2,000 feet  on the ground), selected features are also 
shown and emphasized by symbols, geographic names, and highway route numbers.


Map features may be represented as points, lines, or polygons. They incorporate different colors and patterns to distinguish between 
feature types and to show each feature’s importance. For example, a perennial stream is symbolized by a solid blue line while an 
intermittent stream is shown by a blue dashed and dotted line. A large reservoir is depicted by a polygon while a small reservoir may be 
shown by a point symbol if it is too small to show as a polygon.


Point symbols of different shapes and sizes depict features such as structures, dams, gates, rocks, waterfalls, and wells. Linear map 
symbols (lines) show such features as roads, rivers, boundaries, and contours. Color is used to show the class of information: topo-
graphic contours in brown, streams and rivers and other hydrographic features in blue, and roads in black and red. Areal features are 
outlined to depict the areal extent and may also be emphasized by a color tint. Names and labels are shown in different type fonts, 
sizes, and colors.


The unique feature of a topographic map is the contour. These lines do not exist on the Earth’s surface. They join points of equal eleva-
tion above a zero level surface (such as Mean Sea Level) and therefore show heights of the land and reveal the shape of the land 
surface. Heavier brown lines are index contours and are labeled with the elevation they represent. Closely spaced contours indicate a 
steep land slope; widely spaced contours show more level ground. The elevation difference between adjacent contours is the contour 
interval. A map of a relatively flat area may have a contour interval of 10 feet. In steep areas an interval of 100 feet or more may be 
used to avoid coalescence or convergence of the contour lines. The contour interval is always noted below the bar scale in the map 
marginalia.


The cartographic representation of roads has been updated from a characterization based on organizational maintenance (Interstates, 
US routes, State routes, etc.) to a functional classification defined as follows:


• Expressway1: A controlled access, divided arterial highway for through traffic.
• Secondary Highway1: Hard surface highways including secondary State routes, primary county routes, and other highways 


that connect principal cities and towns, and link these places with the primary highway system.
• Local Connector1: Hard surface roads not included in a higher class and improved, loose surface roads passable in all kinds 


of weather. These roads are adjuncts to the primary and secondary highway system and represent major arteries through 
populated places.


• Local Road1: Roads used primarily for local traffic.
• Four Wheel Drive Road1: Unimproved roads passable only with four wheel drive vehicles.


1 Federal Highway Administration Planning Glossary - http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/glossary/glossary_listing.cfm 05OCT2017ver7.1







05OCT2017ver7.1


TRANSPORTATION


£830


¬«470


Road Shields


§̈¦25Interstate Route


US Route


State Route


Forest Service Primary Route


Forest Service High Clearance Route


ª«240


Forest Service Secondary Route 420


Airport Runway
Airport Features


Railroad
Railroad Features


Road Features


Ferry


4WD


Local Road


Local Connector


Ramp


Secondary Hwy


Expressway


Tunnel


Trail


PLSS 


Township/Range T 34 N R 79 W


Section 1  — 363636


Township/Range (protracted) T 34 N R 79 W


Section (protracted) 1  — 363636


Land Grants


Rock  X


Spring E'


Well


HYDROGRAPHY 


Levee


Area of Complex Channels


)~ ) ~~~ ~ )~ ) ~~~
~ ~ )~ )~~
~


~


~~


)~ ) ~~~ ~) ~ )~ ) ~~~
~ ~ ~


) )~ ~~


Gate |


Dam |


Inundation Area


Swimming Pool


Gaging Station (


Earthen Dam


Nonearthen Dam


Perennial Lake


Lock Chamber/Spillway


Settling Pond


Rapids =


Reservoir


Waterfall


Perennial Stream


Intermittent Stream


Submerged Stream


Nonearthen Reservoir


Wash


Intermittent Lake


STRUCTURES


Oil/Gas Pipeline* 


State Capitol


Trailhead F


Campground 9


School (K-12) n


Fire Station F


Hospital H


Police ^


Prison ^


Cemetery "!


Post Office &PO


@âTTrade/Technical School


T@ÞÞCollege/University


Visitor Center V


Playa ¼¼¼¼
¼¼¼¼
¼¼
¼¼


¼
¼







05OCT2017ver7.1


HYDROGRAPHY – continued
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