| Print Form l

Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Caltrans, District 2
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1657 Riverside Drive
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 X
Redding, CA 96001
County Clerk
County of: (Address)

Project Title: Elephant Butte Tunnnel Emergency Project

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Project Location - Specific:

State Route 70 in Plumas County at post mile 1

Project Location - City: Project Location - County: lumas
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), using state funding only, is proposing to conduct emergency repairs within the Elephant Butte Tunnel, which is located on State Route (SR) 70 in
Plumas County at post mile (PM) 1. Protective galvanized steel panels over portions of the tunnel are overloaded with rockfall and at risk of a catastrophic failure which must be addressed immediately.
The project is needed to prevent or mitigate the loss or impairment of life, health, property, and essential services. The emergency work would remove rockfall from protective steel panels at several
locations and repairing and/or replacing the damaged galvanized steel panels and hangers as required. Any new panels and hangers will match the existing design as much as is practical. Approximately

6 hangers at the location of a high-load hit would be repaired. Scaling the ceiling of the tunnel would be conducted as needed. The emergency work is underway and is anticipated to be completed by
late-September 2021.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Transportation

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
U Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
Xl Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
O Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The California Department of Transportation has determined the project to be statutorily exempt in accordance with
Section 15269 (Emergency Projects) - (b) Emergency repairs to publicly or privately owned service facilities necessary to
maintain service essential to the public health, safety or welfare. Emergency repairs include those that require a
reasonable amount of planning to address an anticipated emergency. The project would have no significant effect on the
environment.

Lead Agency .
Contact Person: _Emiliano Pro Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _(530) 945-4323

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? O Yes [ No
Signature: Emiliano Pro Date: 8/4/2021 Title: Senior Env. Planner

[ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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