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	Project Title: Conjunctive Use Plan for the San Lorenzo River Watershed
	Lead Agency: San Lorenzo Valley Water District
	Contact Name: Carly Blanchard
	Email: cblanchard@slvwd.com 
	Phone Number: 831-338-2153 ext. 639
	Project Location: Unincorporated/Community of Felton                                                 Santa Cruz County
	Project Description: The Conjunctive Use Plan is intended to optimize the conjunctive use of surface and groundwater sources to improve aquatic habitat and water supply reliability within the San Lorenzo River watershed. The plan includes four selected conjunctive use scenarios, three of which are discussed in the initial study. The scenarios would allow more flexibility to divert surface flows during the winter and spring (peak flow season) and/or provide in-lieu groundwater recharge to improve surface flows during the summer (low flow season). The three scenarios discussed in the initial study are: 
(1) SLRBT Low-Flow Requirements Modification Scenario: Fall Creek bypass flows would continue to comply with the current permit requirements, but SLVWD would seek a water right permit modification to relieve it of the SLRBT low-flow requirements that at times can prohibit all diversions for the Felton System. No new infrastructure would be required. (2) North System Diversions Scenario: SLVWD would export unused potential diversions from the North System to the South System as a substitute for pumping groundwater from the Pasatiempo groundwater wells. No new infrastructure would be required under this scenario. (3) Loch Lomond Scenario: the South System would import an average of 245 AFY from Loch Lomond Reservoir, ranging between 120 and 290 AFY. The South System’s use of Loch Lomond Reservoir water would result in a simulated 67 percent reduction in groundwater pumping from the Pasatiempo wells. This scenario would require the installation of new infrastructure.
	Project's Effects: The following measures are required for the Loch Lomond Scenario.
 
- Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires a qualified biologist to conduct a general pre-construction nesting bird survey for all migratory birds and raptors not more than 14 days prior to construction during the nesting season that occurs adjacent to undeveloped or landscaped areas that provides suitable nesting habitat. 
 
- Mitigation Measure HAZ-1 requires the prevention of fire hazards during construction through various fire reduction strategies such as clearing staging areas, maintaining fire access roads, requiring fire extinguishers, and maintenance of construction equipment. 
 
-Mitigation Measure T-1 requires prior to construction or the issuance of applicable permits, the contractor shall submit a Traffic Control Plan to SLVWD, the County of Santa Cruz, and any other agency with jurisdiction over roadways affected by project construction for review and approval.
 
- Mitigation Measure TCR-1 requires stopping work and consulting with a Native American representative following the discovery of unanticipated tribal cultural resources to reduce potential impacts to tribal cultural resources to less than significant.
	Areas of Controversy: A special Board of Directors meeting was held on May 12, 2021 via video/teleconference to discuss the Conjunctive Use Plan and CEQA review. Comments from the public and Board members raised issues of water rights; potential impacts to fisheries; and Felton water supply.  
	List of Agencies: - San Lorenzo Valley Water District
- County of Santa Cruz
- California State Water Resources Control Board
- Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
- Caltrans


