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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:
Project Title: Hilmar Biogas Cluster Project
Lead Agency: Merced County

Contact Name: Brian Guerrero

Email: brian.guerrero@countyofmerced.com Phone Number: 209-385-7654

Hilmar, Merced County
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Hilmar Dairy Biogas LLC (Applicant) plans to develop the Hilmar Biogas Cluster Project (Project), which would gather
and process hiogas from seven digester projects for eight dairies. The Applicant is proposing the Project in the area
northwest of the unincorporated Merced County community of Hilmar. The purpose of the Project is to deliver and
process biogas (mostly methane and carbon dioxide) for the generation of renewable compressed natural gas (RCNG).
The Project involves a new Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to allow these uses. The proposed Plant would include a
biogas upgrade Plant, stormwater retention basin, and Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) point-of-receipt (POR) area. In
addition, the proposed Project proposes a gathering low-pressure Pipeline that would deliver biogas from a total of seven
anaerobic dairy digesters to the Plant. No buildings are proposed, although concrete pads for the biogas upgrade
equipment and the PG&E POR interconnection equipment would be constructed.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

Aesthetics: MM AES-1: Minimize Fugitive Light from Portable Sources Used for Construction.

Biological Resources: MM BIO-1: Avoid disturbance of tree-, shrub-, and ground-nesting migratory birds and raptors
(including Swainson’s hawk) and conduct preconstruction nesting bird surveys.

Cultural Resources: MM CUL-1: Inadvertent Discovery Protocol. Disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of formal cemeteries. MM CUL-2: Stop Work if Human Remains Are Encountered during Construction Activities.
Hazards and Hazardous Materials: MMHAZ-1: Hazardous Material Safety Protocol. Impair implementation of or
physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan.

Noise: MM NOI-1. Implement Best Noise Control Practices during Construction. MM NOI-2: Design Facilities Such that
Operational Noise Does Not Exceed 65 dBA Ldn at the Property Line. Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels. MM NOI-3: Employ Vibration-Reducing Practices and Designate a Complaint Coordinator
during Construction of the Pipeline.

Transportation: MM TCR-1: Standard Mitigation for Tribal Cultural Resources When No Tribal Cultural Resources Have
Been Identified.

Wildfire;: MM TR-1: Emergency Access Measures.

Cumulative Biological Resources: BIO-2: Compensate for the loss of 1 acre of Swainson’s hawk foraging habitat.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Merced County
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