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Notice of Determination

To: From:
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit Bay Delta Region

2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100
Contact: James Hansen

Email: james.hansen@wildlife.ce.gov
Phone: (707) 576-2869

Lead Agency

Sonoma County

2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Contact: Chet Jamgochian

Email: Chet.Jamgochian@sonoma-

county.org
Phone: (707) 565-3622

SUBJECT: Filing of Notice of Determination pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21108
State Clearinghouse Number: 2021070459

Project Title: Geysers Road Over Big Sulphur Creek Bridge Replacement (Lake or Streambed Alteration
Agreement No. EPIMS-SON-31816-R3)

Project Location (Sonoma County): The project is located at Big Sulphur Creek, where Geysers Road crosses
over Big Sulphur Creek, in an unincorporated area of the County of Sonoma, State of California; Latitude
38.823543°, Longitude -122.883556°; Assessor’s Parcel Number 117-220-015.

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement (EPIMS-SON-31816-R3), pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1602, to the project
Applicant, Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department.

The project is limited to the construction of a new multi-span (three spans) cast-in-place concrete box girder bridge
that will replace an existing bridge. After the new bridge is constructed, the existing bridge will be closed to vehicle
traffic but will remain in place due to its historical designation. The new bridge will be approximately 32 feet wide
and 250 feet long, impacting approximately 8,000 square feet (0.18 acres) of riparian and open channel habitat due
to shading. From north to south, the bridge segments will measure 70 feet, 100 feet, and 80 feet in length. There
will be two 84-inch-diameter cast-in-drilled-hole (CIDH) piers below the top of bank but outside of the low-flow
channel that will support the multi-span bridge, impacting a total of 76 square feet of open water habitat. Bridge
abutments will be 34-feet-wide and 12-feet-long, impacting 408 square feet of riparian habitat each. The abutments
will be located outside the top of bank of the creek and will each be supported by twelve 24-inch diameter CIDH
piles. An associated retaining wall will be constructed along the northern approach to the new bridge and will
measure 205-feet-long and 10-feet-wide, impacting 2,050 square feet of riparian habitat. Rock slope protection
(RSP) will be placed around the new and old bridge abutments, impacting approximately 9,772 square feet (0.22
acres) of riparian habitat along the creek banks, but outside of the low flow channel. As part of the project, an
existing 18-inch corrugated metal pipe (CMP) culvert on the south side of the new bridge will be replaced with a 24-
inch CMP culvert of the same length, and 80 square feet of new riprap will be placed at the outlet. On the north side
of the new bridge, an existing 48-inch CMP culvert will be replaced by a 48-inch CMP culvert of the same length.

To drill the holes for the bridge support piers, and for general construction access for the project, the creek within
the project area will need to be dewatered by diverting flow into culverts so that a temporary gravel work pad can be
placed across the width of the creek. Dewatering culverts will be placed by equipment operating from the existing
gravel bar outside of the wetted portion of the channel. The gravel work pad will extend across the entire creek
channel, approximately 100 feet in width, and will measure approximately 92 feet in length. The gravel work pad will
be installed after July 1 and will be removed prior to October 15. Staging for construction will occur within the
existing roadway and pullouts, and within the temporary gravel work pad.
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In total, the project will result in permanent impact to riparian habitat of approximately 12,794 square feet (0.29
acres) and a permanent impact to riparian and open channel habitat of approximately 8,000 square feet (0.18
acres) due to shading from the bridge. Temporary impacts from the project are approximately 9,200 square feet
(0.21 acres) of open channel habitat due to dewatering and construction of the temporary gravel work pad. In
addition, a 250 square foot wetland feature associated with an unnamed tributary to Big Sulphur Creek at the
project site will be impacted by the project. The project will also result in the removal of eleven riparian trees over 4-
inches in diameter at breast height (DBH).

This is to advise that CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, approved the project described above on September
5, 2023, and has made the following determinations regarding the project pursuant to California Code of
Regulations section 15096, subdivision (i):

1. The project will not have a significant effect on the environment. This determination is limited to effects
within CDFW’s permitting jurisdiction as a Responsible Agency.

2. CDFW considered the Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared by the Lead Agency for this project
pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15096, subdivision (f).

Mitigation measures were made a condition of CDFW'’s approval of the project.

A Mitigation Reporting or Monitoring Plan was not adopted by CDFW for this project.

A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted by CDFW for this project.
Findings were not made by CDFW pursuant to California Code of Regulations section 15091.

L

The Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the project is available to the general public at the office location
listed above for the Lead Agency. CDFW'’s record of project approval as a Responsible Agency is available at
CDFW:'s regional office.

DocuSigned by:

(raip wagwm 9/6/2023

Signaturei 7988FGCAEDC24ED Date:
Craig J. Weightman, Environmental Program Manager

Date Received for filing at OPR:
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